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Adaptability Greatest Asset in 
Solving World Trade Problems 


There is almost unanimous agreement as to what our 
objective should be—to expand world trade as a means of 
maintaining a strong national economy, to bring about ever 
higher standards of living for the American people, and to 
preserve peace throughout the world. But sharp differences 
of opinion prevail as to how we can get to these goals. 

What is our foreign trade policy? It has been briefly 
stated as follows: 


“Recognizing economic health as an indispensable basis 
of military strength and world peace, we shall strive to foster 


Excerpted from ‘an address by Harold C. McClellan, Assistant Sec- 
retary of Commerce for International Affairs, before the Export Man- 
agers Club of New York, New York City, on May 21. 








abroad and to practice at home, policies to encourage pro- 
ductivity and profitable trade. 

“Barriers which impede international trade and the flow 
of capital should be reduced on a gradual, selective and re- 
ciprocal basis, with full recognition of the necessity to safe- 
guard domestic enterprises, agriculture and labor against 
unfair import competition.” 

This statement of policy is forthright, and sounds easy of 
accomplishment, but it is not easy to accomplish a lofty aim. 

I have learned that in the world. trade area there are no 
simple solutions. There is no rule of thumb that can be 
uniformly applied everywhere to implement such policy. The 
stresses and strains accompanying expanding trade take many 
forms. The foreign policy statement I have just read acknowl- 
edges this. It is adaptable; and perhaps therein lies its 
greatest strength. 

Reverting to a more personal vein, I think it would be 
hard to pin a label on me in terms of my own trade philosophy. 
If some of the businessmen with whom I deal look upon me 
as a free trader, I could not blame them. If others think I am 
a protectionist, they might find some evidence to support 
their view. There are those who regard me as a middle-of-the- 
road man in world trade affairs, and in certain circumstances 
they too, might be right. This may seem to be a lack of con- 
viction, a lack of decisiveness, Or a wavering expediency. I 
hope it is none of these. 


My approach results from a strong conviction that cir- 
cumstances alter cases and from a recognition that within the 
broad framework of our foreign trade policy we are dealing 
with a wide variety of cases and many differing circumstances. 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of worlg 
trade—from comprehensive economig 
and business data to details gp 
export and import regulations—ig 
quickly and directly available 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 33 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 

Conveniently located in the busi. 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 


information and publications sent to 


them regularly’ from Washi 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham. 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321, Post 
Office Bidg. 

Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bldg, @ 
Luckie St. NW. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse ¢. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, &. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne yy 307 Federal Office Bidg, 

Chicago é, fil., 328 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 S. Ervay St. 

Denver 2, Cole., 142 New Customhouse, 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

Greensboro, N. €., Room 407, U. 8. Post 
~ Office Bldg. 

or 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 

g. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bits, 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway, 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami $2, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

ensepelts 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


idg. 

New Soteans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ava 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 
Philadeiphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
—s 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court 

house. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 1, Va., Room 409, Post Office 


Bldg 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
Salt Lake C 1, Utah, 222 SW. ra 
San Francisco 11, Calif. Room 41 
tomhouse. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local t hone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Some Strains Perceptible 





Netherlands Economic Activity Brisk 


The general rising curve of Netherlands economic prosperity and 
development showed no break in the first quarter of 1957, although 
some of the previous briskness appears to have subsided. 

The effects of the Suez crisis were not very serious, and the short- 
term balance-of-payments difficulties anticipated when the crisis arose 


did not generally materialize. Neverthe- 
jess, the outlook, both domestically and 
internationally, is less clear than a year 
ago, 

The Government program to curb 
national spending, restore balance-of- 
payments equilibrium, and provide bene- 
fits to the farm sector was presented 
and accepted by the lower house of 
Parliament with only one substantial 
change—the restoration of a milk sub- 
sidy. The program provides for a net 
reduction in spending of from 2.5 to 
3 percent of gross national product, in 
which Government, business, and the 
consumer will share. Its full effects 
cannot yet be accurately gaged; several 
measures still require legislation and 
implementation, including the politically 
controversial intention to raise rents 
2% percent on July 1. 


Trade deficits persisted, with January 
a peak month, as imports apparently 
reflected some delivery of Suez crisis- 
inspired orders. Exports continued to 
lag behind the rise in imports, The 
Netherlands signed the Common Mar- 
ket and Euratom Treaties, but its en- 
thusiasm for these schemes was damp- 
ened by the required concessions and 
the projected level (high by Nether- 
lands standards) of the common ex- 
ternal tariff. 


Industrial production continued to 
exceed the levels of the corresponding 
period of 1956. The price stabilization 
policy was under some strain, with the 
Government seeking to prevent price 
rises which could set off wage-increase 
demands. The sharp decline in gold and 
foreign exchange reserves observed in 
1956 appears to have been halted in 
the first quarter by a capital inflow, 
including revived foreign purchases of 
Netherlands shares. 

The money and capital markets re- 
mained tight with no relief in sight. 
The Treasury's cash position was low 
and at one stage was inadequate to 
meet fully current commitments, neces- 
sitating short-term borrowing from the 
Central Bank. This situation should 
improve in the latter part of the year 
with seasonally higher tax collections. 
The authorities desire to keep money 
tight as an anti-inflationary device and 
this policy also precludes the Govern- 
ment from floating long-term loans at 
low interest rates. 

Labor’s principal concern in the first 
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quarter was whether the Government’s 
program would increase prices to levels 
which would necessitate a new general 
wage increase. A new national old-age 
pension plan went into effect January 1. 
Full employment continues, with un- 
employment less than 1.5 percent of 
the labor force, 

In contrast with other sectors of the 
population, which are asked to bear 
additional burdens, farmers will receive 
benefits under the Government program 
of some 500 million guilders (1 guilder=— 
US$0.26)—of which 50 million guilders 
will be blocked—including wage in- 
creases and higher minimum guaranteed 
prices. The farmers also benefited from 
excellent weather conditions, in con- 
trast with damaging weather in the 
early months of 1956. 

The United States and The Nether- 
lands, on April 3, concluded a Bermuda- 
type bilateral civil air agreement, 


Foreign Trade Up 

The value of Netherlands foreign 
trade in January’and February totaled 
4.5 billion guilders, or 188 percent 
above the corresponding months of 
1956 and 6.6 percent higher than No- 
vember and December 1956. Foreign 
trade is a significant indicator of the 
state of the Netherlands economy, and 
these data reflect the busy and pros- 
perous conditions of the economy. The 
ratio of imports to exports reveals, 
however, that the growing disequilib- 
rium in 1956 has continued into the 
first quarter of 1957. Imports in January 
and February totaled 2.7 billion guild- 
ers, or 24 percent above the like period 
in 1956 and 11 percent higher than 
the last 2 months of the year. 

Exports in January and February 
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totaling 1.9 million guilders were only 
8 percent higher than in the correspond- 
ing 1956 period and 11 percent above » 
those in November and December, The 
latest price data—at the end of 1956— 
show a small rise of about 3 

with respect to both imports and ex- 
ports. The trade data seem to 
reflect growth in the import volume, 
combined with a relatively steady ex- 
port volume. This is corroborated by 
volume statistics which show the Jan- 
uary export volume unchanged from 
January 1956, while the comparision for 
imports shows the volume to be up 16 
percent, 

The slow growth rate of exports, 
coupled with rising levels of domestic 
consumption and investment contribut- 
ing to a steady rise in imports, have 
been the dominating factors in the 
trade-deficit growth. Abnormal com- 
mercial transactions, such as inventory 
buildups following Suez developments, 
also may have been contributing fac- 
tors. If so, the sharp decline in imports 
in February from the January peak may 
indicate that the situation is to an 
appreciable extent self-corrective. It is 
too early to see in the trade data any 
effects of the Government’s economic 
program to correct the disequilibrium 
in trade and payments. On the basis 
of the Government’s program the Cen- 
tral Planning Bureau estimates that the 
Netherlands balance of payments for 
1957 may be in equilibrium, 


Imports Higher 

In comparison with the first 2 months 
of 1956, imports in January and Feb- 
ruary of certain commodities were sig- 
nificantly higher, At 184 million guilders, 
grain imports were 80 percent higher, 
reflecting higher consumption and the 
poor domestic harvest last summer. Im- 
ports of mineral fuels at 416 million 
guilders were 40 percent higher and 
indicative of enlarged coal and petrole- 
um needs. Machinery imports in Jan- 
uary and February were 17 percent 
above the like period in 1956. Textile 
imports of 115 million guilders were 
29 percent higher. 

An interesting development was a 
sharp increase in January exports of 
petroleum products—valued at 118 mil- 
lon guilders, or 66 percent above the 
preceding month, and indicative of a 
recovery in deliveries of crude to the 
refineries. No other significant changes 
occurred in January and February in 
commodity exports as compared with 
the corresponding period in 1956. 

The geographic distribution of Neth- 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Philippine Economic Expansion Slows 


Philippine production of most major commodities in the first quar- 
ter of 1957 registered a slight increase over the like period in 1956 but 
the expansion rate of production appeared to be slowing, compared with 


the fourth quarter of 1956, 


The cost-of-living index declined by 2 percent;.retail and wholesale 


prices dropped seasonally; exports and 
imports were higher; and the invest- 
ment level rose considerably. 

The near term economic outlook of 
the Philippines remains favorable. Food 
production is expected to register satis- 
factory gains and exports should con- 
tinue to increase moderately above 
present record levels, assuming foreign 
demand continues to hold up. The pros- 
pect of a P.L. 480 agreement being 
implemented soon and increased de- 
liveries of reparations goods will fur- 
ther improve the local supply situation. 
However, inflationary pressures seem 
likely to be resumed with Government 
expenditures at record levels and only 
moderate increases in tax revenues in 
prospect. 

The estimated production value of all 
major products, excluding corn and 
rice, was approximately 6.percent above 
the first quarter of 1956. Since the 
prices of these products on the average 
were up only slightly from the first 
quarter of 1956, most of the gain in 
value represents increased physical vol- 
ume of production. Largest production 
gains, by volume, were registered over 
the like period in 1956 for logs, lumber, 
copper, abaca, and copra and coconut 
products. 


Lumber production showed an espe- 
cially large increase of over 50 percent. 
With the exception of sugar, abaca, 
lumber, and manganese ore, however, 
the estimated production of principal 
commodities in the first quarter was 
lower or only slightly higher than their 
production in the fourth quarter of 
1956. 


Manufacturing activity as measured 
by the consumption of industrial power 
in Manila—about 75 percent of the to- 
tal electric power produced in the 
Philippines is used in the Manila area— 
was about one-third higher than in the 
first quarter of 1956. However, sales of 
industrial power failed to show an ad- 
vance over the preceding quarter for 
the first time since the beginning of 
1953. 


Living Costs Decline 

Prices declined seasonally in the first 
quarter and registered the largest per- 
centage drop since the slow upward 
trend got underway in mid-1955, The 
Bureau of the Census and Statistics 
cost-of-living index for lower-income 
families in Manila (1941—100) de- 
clined to 301.4 in March from 307.6 in 
December, a drop of 2 percent, and 
was only fractionally above the figure 
of 300.4 in March 1956. Falling food and 
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clothing prices appear to have ac- 
counted mainly for the drop in the cost 
of living. 

The Central Bank general wholesale- 
price index in Manila (1949—100) de- 
clined in the quarter from 97 in De- 
cember to 94.5 in March, presaging the 
possibility of still further near-term 
declines in the cost of living. The 
wholesale-price index in March 1956 
stood at 92.2. Wholesale prices of do- 
mestic products for export declined less 
than the average of all wholesale prices, 
the index falling from 92 in December 
1956 to 90.8 in March. The wholesale- 
price index of domestic products for 
local consumption fell more sharply, 
from 91.2 in December to 87.8 in March. 
Wholesale prices of imported products 
remained fairly steady, the index rising 
from 135 in December to 135.4 in 
March. 


Except for sugar and abaca, most 
export prices at the end of the quarter 
were off moderately from the close of 
1956. Copra (resecada) was 4 to 5 per- 
cent below the March 1956 level, and 
logs and lumber were off roughly 5 to 
10 percent from the preceding quarter 
and from the first quarter. of 1956. 
Abaca prices, although below their Feb- 
ruary peaks, ended the quarter slightly 
above the December 31 level and almost 
20 percent higher than a year ago. 
Prices of centrifugal sugar for export 
were up slightly for the quarter and 
were about 6 percent above the March 
1956 level. 


Exports, Imports Rise 

The value of exports was higher than 
in the preceding quarter, reflecting the 
normal increase in sugar shipments in 
this period, and was well ahead of the 
like quarter in 1956. Although imports 
tend to fall off seasonally at this time 
of the year, the value of imports also 
exceeded that of the preceding quar- 
ter and was well above the first quarter 
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of 1956. Part of the increase repre. 
sented higher unit prices for imports, 


Largest export gains were registered 
by logs, copra, desiccated coconut, and 
metallurgical chormite. However, the 
rate of gain for most items appears to 
be slowing down as compared with 
1956, possibly reflecting some slacken- 
ing of foreign demand and the fact 
that production facilities were operat- 
ing at or close to their short-term 
capacity. 

Foreign exchange reserves dropped 
slightly from $225.4 million at the end 
of December to $224.1 million ag of 
March 29. However, since reserves nor- 
mally rise in the first quarter with the 
heavy seasonal movement of sugar to 
the United States, this small decline 
actually represented an appreciable de- 
terioration of the reserve position. The 
failure of reserves to rise resulted 
largely from the abnormally high level 
of imports in the quarter. 


Investments Rise 


A substantial rise in the level of in- 
vestment over the preceding quarter 
was recorded, according to ted 
available data. Paid-up capital of newly 
registered corporations and partner- 
ships of 22.8 million pesos (1 peso= 
US$0.50) was up 90 percent from the 
preceding quarter of 12 million pesos 
and more than 40 percent ahead of the 
first quarter of 1956. Investment in 
manufacturing accounted for one-third 
of the total, as compared with only 
about one-fifth in the fourth quarter 
of 1956. Investment in commerce, how- 
ever, continued to predominate. 

Significant investment developments 
in the quarter were: 

@ The starting of STANVAC’s oil- 
drilling operations at Faire in the 
Cagayan Valley. 

@ The announcement by the Philip- 
pine Oil Development Co. of its inten- 
tion to drill a second hole in the Caga- 
yan Valley about mid-May. 

@® The awarding of an engineering 
contract for the Binga Hydroelectric 
power project to a Philippine construc- 
tion firm. 

@ The signing of an agreement be 
tween the Elizalde interests, which own 
the Samar Mining Co., and Japanese 
interests to develop iron ore deposits in 
Mindanao. 

Domestic trade was characterized by 
the usual tight money and credit con 
ditions and slow collections on receiv- 
ables. Wheat-flour stocks were ample, 
as a result of heavy arrivals from 
abroad, and prices declined slightly 
toward the end of the quarter. Im 
ported staple foods such as canned milk, 
canned fish, and canned and fresh beef 
were ample and locally grown fruits 
and vegetables were plentiful. Com 


(Continued on page &) 
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German Bank Revises 
Credit Controls 


The Central Bank Council, on 
May 3, modified an earlier decision 
to reduce by 15 percent the re- 
discount quotas granted to banks 
and to deduct from the remaining 
rediscount facilities all credits 
received from abroad (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 27, p. 5). 

The revised decision stipulates 
that credits obtained abroad for 
the first financing of imports and 
transit transactions will not be 
included in these quotas. The 
Council’s original decision drew 
heavy criticism from banks and 
business circles, who claimed 
that this measure would not have 
had its main effect on German 
exports, the source of foreign 
exchange surpluses, but rather on 
imports which were to be pro- 
imports to be promoted under 
present economic conditions. The 
press concluded that the bank, in 
its latest decision, had complied 
with the justified demands of Ger- 
man importers and banks, and 
also with the Government's policy 
to stimulate imports. 











Philippine Economic ... 
(Continued from Page 4) 

was In temporary short supply despite 
a 10-percent greater crop. The textile 
market was depressed with reported 
overstocking of cotton goods and prices 
were off an average of roughly 10 per- 
cent by the close of the quarter as com- 
pared with the start of the year. 

Money supply rose to 1,544.3 million 
pesos as of the end of February, the 
latest period for which statistical 
data are available. This represented a 
gain of approximately 3 percent over 
the December 31 figure of 1,499.2 mil- 
lion pesos, and resulted mainly from an 
increase of demand deposits, 

Currency in circulation increased only 
slightly from 718.9 million pesos at the 
end of December 1956 to 724 million 
pesos at the end of February. Normally 
currency in circulation tends to decline 
in the first quarter from the high De- 
cember levels when the holiday de- 


mands for cash are heavy. Total do- 
mestic credits expanded to 2,146.8 
million pesos at the end of February 
as compared with 2,069.8 million pesos 
at the end of December. The public 
debt rose slightly from 1,535.4 million 
pesos at the end of December to 1,542 
million pesos at the end of March.— 
U. S. Embassy, Manila. 
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West German Unemployment Down 
Sharply as Economy Expands Further 


West German economic activity in the first quarter of 1957 showed 
an early upswing after a mild seasonal lull as the growth rate of 
industrial production increased and unemployment declined sharply. 

Although a slight pickup in domestic investment was indicated, its 
future course was still uncertain. Expansion of personal consumption 


slowed up, but generally it was expected 
that anticipated wage increases and 
higher pensions would mean a faster 
expansion rate in the second quarter. 


Exports remained a major expansive 
factor, and another large trade surplus 
was recorded. In view of the continu- 
ously large payments surpluses and the 
expected additional expansive effects of 
increased pension payments, both Gov- 
ernment and banking authorities con- 
sidered new measures to counter infla- 
tionary threats. The Ministry for Eco- 
nomics planned measures to stimulate 
imports and made proposals to encour- 
age the demand for securities. 

February normally marks the winter 
low point in output, but this year it 
marked the onset of the spring upturn. 
In contrast to last year, when weather 
conditions were unusually bad, the first 
quarter this year saw extremely mild 
weather, which was partially respon- 
sible for the increased growth rate of 
industrial production. The growth rate 
declined in 1956 from 10 percent in the 
first quarter to 4 percent in the fourth, 
but averaged 7.5 percent in the first 
quarter of 1957. 


Building Activity Up 


Building activity, which in the second 
half of 1956 had persistently remained 
below the preceding year’s level, aver- 
aged 17 percent above the first quarter 
of last year. In the intermediate pro- 
ducer-goods sector the index reached a 
level more than 10 percent above that 
of last year. Output in the capital-goods 
sector also showed a more favorable 
trend, although its expansion rate over 
the first quarter 1956 by 4.3 percent 
was still the lowest of all major sectors. 
The output of consumer goods exceeded 
last year’s level by 10 percent. 

The early pickup of industrial activ- 
ity, particularly in construction, was 
reflected in labor market data, In both 
February and March unemployment 
decreased substantially and at the end 
of the quarter stood at 700,000, some 
320,000 below last year. By March 31, 
the rate of unemployment had dropped 
to 3.7 percent, compared with 5.5 per- 
cent on the like date last year. 


Consumption Growth Slowed 

The high level of building activity 
and preliminary order figures for capi- 
tal goods hint at a slight return in the 
growth rate of domestic investment. 
Expansion of private consumption, on 
the other hand, slowed up. Many of 
the buying public’s most urgent needs 





and wants had been satisfied in the 
Christmas season. Also, certain tempo- 
rary factors which had encouraged peo- 
ple to spend rather. than save money, 
such as the Suez crisis, had been over- 
come largely by the end of the year. In 
any case, new deposits in personal sav- 
ings accounts increased notably. Special 
legislation enacted late last year to 
stimulate savings through tax conces- 
sions contributed to this trend to some 
extent. 


Wage and salary increases plus the 
higher old-age and disability pensions 
recently approved by Parliament retro- 
active to January 1 are expected to 
bring disposable income in the second 
quarter to a level approximately 15 per- 
cent above that of the like period last 
year. Moreover, increased miners’ pen- 
sions, which would reestablish that 
group’s traditional advantages over oth- 
ers, are likely to materialize in the near 
future. Although some of the increase 
in income may gravitate to banks and 
savings institutions, a considerable por- 
tion is likely to be spent. Lively buying 
of consumer goods during the recent 
fairs showed that distributors have been 
preparing for a wave of consumption. 
Reports pointing to record Easter sales 
seem to bear out their assumptions 
regarding the future course of consumer 
spending, 


Exports, Imports Drop 

Foreign trade continued to be a major 
expansive force. Both imports and ex- 
ports showed a mild seasonal drep from 
the record fourth quarter level, but the 
former averaged some 25 percent and 
the latter more than 28 percent above 
last year. Another remarkable export 
surplus of $177 million was achieved, 
with March alone accounting for $128 
million—a new monthly record. Al- 
though substantial advance payments 
for arms purchases abroad were made, 
the Central Bank added the equivalent 
of about $185 million in gold and for- 
eign exchange to its reserves. 


Prices on the average were fairly 
stable in the quarter. However, concern 
over the probable upward pressure on 
prices which might be expected from 
increased consumer purchasing power 
was basically responsible for a lively 
price debate in March. While Govern- 
ment officials and economic leaders in 
both public and private sectors differed 
as to the seriousness of the price issue 


(Continued on page 8) 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Sharp Decline in Coffee Prices 
Causes Grave Concern in Colombia 


Developments affecting coffee preoccupied the press and public 
attention in Colombia in the period March 15 through April 15, which 
preceded the political upheaval resulting in the removal of President 


Gustavo Rojas Pinilla. 


Announcement of a coffee agreement among the mild-coffee produc- 


ing countries was hailed enthusiasti- 
cally. The enthusiasm, however, was 
short lived. It was quickly replaced by 
anxiety over the break in the New 
York coffee price and alleged sales by 
other countries at levels below the sup- 
posedly agreed price. As a result, the 
prospect for an international coffee 
agreement including the United States 
as a participant received renewed press 
attention. 

Less prominent but significant public 
discussion was also given to the coming 
Buenos Aires Economic Conference and 
the European common market. The 
feeling is widespread, that eventual effec- 
tive functioning of the European com- 
mon market will adversely affect Latin 
American-European trade. 

Approval by the U. S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission of the prospectus 
of the Colombian bonds destined to 
liquidate 40 percent of the commercial 


debt owed U. S. exporters and banks’ 


was greeted with the hope that such 
exporters now would relax their gen- 
erally tight credit line. Cash or advance 
payment requirements have forced Co- 
lombian importers to make extraor- 
dinary cash outlays for imports at a 
time when domestic credit is tight and 
governmental financial policy is to re- 
duce money in circulation. 
Exchange Reserves Up 

The Ministry of Finance continued to 
concentrate upon improvement of the 
national foreign exchange reserves, de- 
spite mounting pressure from import- 
ers and manufacturers to increase the 
amount of import licenses issued. For- 
eign exchange reserves increased in the 
month by approximately US$11 million, 
and at the close of the period stood at 
US$132.7 million. In addition, the sum 
of nearly US$100 million has been set 
aside, to date, in anticipation of the 60 
percent cash payment on the commer- 
cial backlog under the Minister’s 60/40 
plan. The level of foreign exchange re- 
serves is now close to that of a year ago, 
when the reserves on April 13, 1956, 
stood at US$135 million. 

The improvement in foreign exchange 
reserves results from the Exchange 
Registry Office’s firm attitude of re- 
maining close to the limits established 
by the foreign exchange budget. Coffee 
sales and prices have dropped below 
estimates, decreasing foreign exchange 
income and making careful expendi- 
tures more imperative than ever. The 
peso continued on a weakening trend, 


6 





reaching a high of 7.15 pesos to the 
dollar on April 12. 


Import permits were approved in the 
period for US$27 million in the official 
exchange categories and US$4 million 
in the free exchange groups. Available 
statistics indicate that from January 1 
to mid-April import permits amounting 
to US$72.5 million were issued in the 
official exchange category, a monthly 
average of slightly more than the 
US$20 million a month budgeted by the 
Minister of Finance in his austerity 
program. 


Business Good 


Business conditions remained general- 
ly good, although a tight money market 
continued to contribute to some slow- 
ness in collections, and loans were be- 
ing made on a highly selective basis. 
Import restrictions have not been re- 
laxed materially, but reports from sev- 
eral leading business sources indicate 
that the approval of a limited number 
of import licenses after March 21 has 
helped maintain current inventories at 
the February level, thus obviating the 


ee 


necessity of further reducing essentigj 
operations or forcing layoffs. In mogt 
business sectors, however, businessmen 
await the approval of pending import 
licenses to resume normal operations, 

Colombian stockmarket transactions 
showed a decided increase in volume at 
the end of the reporting period, and 
slight price increases for industrial 
stocks and bonds were noted, 

Capital investment in co 
enterprises totaled 21,144,395 pesos and 
33,794,129 pesos in February and March, 
respectively. A considerable percentage 
of this represents capital investment in 
new businesses. In terms of the decline 
in peso value, real investment has ree 
mained at about the 1954 level, Real 
investment in 1956 totaled 669 million 
pesos as opposed to 641 million pesos in 
1955 and 669 million pesos in 1954 
based on the 1953 peso value. 


Prices Rise 


Prices continued their persistent rise, 
becoming an increasingly acute source 
of preoccupation to Government and 
public alike, The Government is at- 
tempting to combat the rise by increas. 
ing price controls and carrying on a 
campaign against speculators. The 
business community, on the other hand, 
contends that these price rises are 
generated by scarcities and rising pro 
duction costs and the problem must be 
attacked from this viewpoint. 

The threat of industrial production 
stoppages resulting from shortages of 
imported materials and parts continued 
to cause major concern. A marked re- 


(Continued on page $1) 
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atin American Draft 
Indebtedness Rises 


Total draft indebtedness of Latin 
American importers to U. S. exporters 
at the end of April reached the highest 
jevel since September 1953, the Federal 
peserve Bank of New York has 


reported. 

gate drafts outstanding rose 
$61 million in April to $180.3 million 
at the month-end, the bank reported. 
The largest increase in indebtedness 
was reported for Venezuela, whose obli- 
gations rose by $1.5 million to $33.2 
million. Mexican importers also con- 
tributed noticeably to the overall rise, 
their obligations increasing to $14.9 
million, $1.4 million above the preceding 
month. Colombian indebtedness con- 
tinned to increase, rising by $1 million 
to $49.6 million. Smaller increases were 
reported for Argentina, Chile, Costa 
Rica and Panama. 


The dollar amount of drafts paid in 
April by Latin American importers also 
increased over March, rising by $1.5 
million to $38.4 million. Increases were 
reported for 14 countries; Peru led with 
a rise of $0.9 million, followed by Cuba 
with $0.5 million. Mexican payments 
declined $1.1 million. 


U. 8S. Drafts Increase 


New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers totaled 
$45 million in April, $0.6 million 
greater than in March, largely owing to 
increases in drafts drawn on Mexico, 
Panama, and Venezuela. Drawings on 
Mexico rose by $1.5 million to #46 
million, while those on Panama rose 
$0.5 million to $1.5 million. New drafts 
drawn on Venezuela were up $0.6 mil- 
lion to $9.6 million. Drawings on Cuba 
declined by $1.3 million to $4.1 million, 
while those on Bolivia fell by $06 
million. 

The outstanding amount of confirmed 
letters of credit issued by the reporting 
banks in favor of U. S. exporters dropped 
by $11.8 million to $193.5 million. Sub- 
Stantial decreases in outstandings 
against Argentina, Brazil, Panama, and 
Uruguay accounted for the bulk of the 
decline. Outstanding on Argentina fell 
by $4.4 million to $59.1 million, while 
those on Brazil decreased by $3.5 mil- 
lion to $33.8 million. Confirmed letters 
of credit outstanding on Panama and 
Uruguay declined to $3.3 million and 
$5 million respectively. 





Ecuadoran rice exports in 1957 are 
expected to be at least 50 million 
pounds of milled rice, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service.reports. In 1956, only 
26 million pounds were expected. Rice 
exports so far this year have been com- 
mitted to Colombia, Peru, and Costa 
Rica, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Swiss Economy Makes Impressive 
Gains; Industrial Production Up 


The Swiss metal and watch industries registered a striking seasonal 
upswing in March, industrial production increased, unemployment de- 
clined, foreign trade rose, and the capital market was steady. 

Utilization of plant capacity in the usually lagging textile industries 
was satisfactory. The construction sector was well under way, owing 


to an early spring, and the scarcity of 
labor was evident earlier than normal. 
At the month’s end, only 1,023 persons 
were registered as unemployed, against 
7,789 vacant jobs listed. Unemployment 
in the construction industry dropped 
from 2,014 at the end of February to 
181 in March, The list of job opportu- 
nities covers every sector of the econ- 
omy, 

Announcement was made that the im- 
portant metalworking industry had 
reached agreement with union leaders 
to introduce a reduction in the work- 
week, beginning May 1. The plan is to 
cut the present 48-hour week to 47 
hours this year and reduce it to 46 hours 
in May 1958. Salaries must be increased 
by 2.2 percent to maintain wages at 
the present level, Given the present 
high rate of activity in the industry, 
however, this reduction in hours will 
mean generally that overtime will start 
an hour sooner, and thus effectively 
raise wages in many sectors. 


Price Indexes Down 


The consumer-price index declined 
for the third straight month, from 
176.8 in February to 176.3. The decline 
of half a point in a month was owing 
to reduced fuel-oil costs and seasonally 
low prices for eggs, pork, and some 
vegetables. 

The wholesale-price index dropped 
from 223.3 in February to 222.7 at the 
end of March, owing to price reductions 
in commodities ranging from cereals 
to vegetable oils, fibers, and petroleum 
products. Increases were noted in the 
wholesale prices of meat, tin, and some 
forms of coke (both indexes, August 
1939100). 

The Swiss milk producers agitated 





investment in 
INDONESIA 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


$1.25 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 














for an increase of 1 centime a liter of 
milk at the source. On the other hand, 
gasoline dealers reduced gasoline prices 
by 2 centimes a liter. This was one of 
a series of reductions since the high- 
point following the Suez crisis. 


The Swiss Federal Railways an- 
nounced their operating figures for 
February; the railways carried 173 
million passengers, with passenger reve- 
nue amounting to 21.8 million francs. 
Freight tonnage increased slightly, 
reaching 1.95 million tons. Income from 
freight operations amounted to 388 
million francs. 


The successful automobile show at 
Geneva again brought to public atten- 
tion the need for improved ys 
in Switzerland. The President of the 
Confederation proposed that the high- 
way building program should be de- 
pendent on passage of the projected 
reform of the Federal Government’s 
finances. This opinion was attacked on 
the grounds that the highWays should 
be improved without delay. 


Foreign Trade Up 


The foreign-trade level increased ap- 
preciably, as seasonal factors combined 
to push imports to 741.8 million francs 
and exports to 583.8 million from 709.7 
million and 547.8 million, respectively, 
in February. Totals for the first quar- 
ter show substantial increases over the 
like period of 1956, with imports in- 
creasing 31.5 percent to 2,191.9 million 
francs and exports rising 13.6 percent 
to 1,619.5 million. The resultant import 
surplus of 572.4 million francs is the 
largest for any quarter in the past f 
years. . 

The import-price index has risen 
steadily from 103 in the first quarter 
1956 to 107 for the like period of this 
year. On the other hand, the export- 
price index was identical for the 2 
periods, at 94 (1949—100). 

Commoditywise, imports of bread 
grains, mostly wheat from the United 
States, crystalized sugar, vegetable fats, 
and wine showed increases in the 
month. Petroleum products showed a 
seasonable decline. Imports of coal, iron, 
and steel were of major importance. 
Machinery imports increased by about 
25 percent in quantity and value, and 
a record number of motor vehicles, 
8,394, was imported. 

Exports showed a normal spring in- 


(Continued on page $1) 
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Commerce, before the 


One of the major pieces of legis- 
lation now before the Congress is 
the Organization for Trade Coopera- 
tion (OTC) bill which would estab- 
lish an. organization to administer 
the GATT and facilitate its opera- 
tion. Enactment of this legislation 
would add a greater degree of order 
to.our effort further to develop well- 
ordered and mutually beneficial in- 
ternational trade. 

I do not want to suggest that an 
expanded foreign trade does not also 
bring some difficult problems. Over 
the past year, for example, certain 
of our industries, including the 
watch industry, commercial fisheries, 
cotton textiles, and wool fabrics, 
have been greatly concerned about 
the effects of import competition. 
Some of the problems faced by these 
industries may perhaps be considered 
a logical sequence of an expanding 
international trade. 

But the Government cannot re- 





OTC and International Trade 


Excerpts from an address by Walter Williams, Under Secretary of 
Rotary Club of Chicago on May 21. 


main indifferent to hardships which 
may arise as a result of injurious or 
unfair import competition. Indeed, 
the legislation which governs our 
trade relations with other countries 
contains provisions designed to safe- 
guard domestic industry against such 
impacts, and these safeguards have 
been and are being fully utilized. 

I trust, however, that most of us 
still hold to the view that legitimate 
competition is a healthy stimulus to 
progress. The ability of American 
business brains to challenge com- 
petitive obstacles with initiative and 
courage has fostered the growth of 
American industrial prowess. It is 
traditional for us to welcome fair and 
equitable competition. All we have 
asked is that the rules should be the 
same for all competitors. It is only 
when they differ that it is proper 
for the Government to take a hand 
to maintain the basic equities of the 
situation. 








Netherlands Economic ... 


(Continued from page 3) 
erlands trade.in the past few months 
shows little change from preceding 
months or from the general pattern of 
1956. West Germany and Belgium- 
Luxembourg Economic Union (BLEU) 
continue as the principal trade partners, 
taking together 33 percent of Nether- 
lands exports and supplying 36 percent 
of its imports. The United States pro- 
vided 14 percent of the imports but 
took only 5 percent of the exports. The 
Netherlands in the first 2 months of 
1957 ran sizeable deficits with both 
Western Europe generally and with the 
dollar area—a continuation of the 1956 
trend. Export surpluses with France and 
Italy continue, however, with the sur- 
plus with France tending to grow and 
with Italy to diminish. 

The Netherlands foreign economic and 
commercial policy, based on a compara- 
tively low tariff and liberalized trade, 
has undegone no change in spite of the 
strain on the balance of payments. Fur- 
ther advances were made in the devel- 
opment of a common Benelux commer- 
cial policy with the conclusion of joint 
Benelux trade agreements with Austria, 
Norway, and Sweden, and with negotia- 
tions begun with Switzerland. Nether- 
lands and Belgian authorities also 
announced the establishment of common 
global import quotas for several com- 
modities in the nonliberalized sector. 


Signature of the Common Market 
Treaty in Rome on March 25 was 
greeted in the Netherlands with rather 


subdued enthusiasm. Government offi- 
cials, parliamentary leaders, and the 
business community have concurred in 
going forward with this -integration 
project. Considerable concern exists, 
however, over the projected level of the 
common external tariff. 


Industrial Output Gains 


After the serious concern expressed 
as to the effect of the Suez Canal 
closure and its resulting curtailment 
of the oil supply, the results in the 
industrial sector were not as dire as 
some forecasts. The year ended with 
an increase in the overall industrial pro- 
duction index of 5 percent. 


With milder weather this year than 
last, production in the first quarter 
should show considerable improvement 
over the corresponding quarter of 1956. 
The industrial-production index for the 
quarter increased an estimated 7 per- 
cent compared with the first quarter of 
1956, «but remained unchanged com- 
pared with the last quarter of 1956. All 
sector indexes for the first quarter are 
expected to be higher than those for 
the first quarter of 1956. 


Employment in industry, excluding 
building, at the end of 1956 totaled 
1.04 million, of which 202,000 were 
white-collar workers, a rise from the 
total at the end of December 1955. 
The metal sector had the largest num- 
ber of employees at the end of 1956— 
353,700. Some industries were continu- 
ing to have difficulty in increasing their 
labor force and spot shortages persisted 
in some sectors. 

The industrial turnover was 27,620 


million guilders in 1956, with 
25,048 million guilders for 1955. The 
greatest turnover by value was in the 
food and luxury sector with a figure of 
8,033 million guilders. The metal indys. 
try was a close second with 8,021 million 
guilders. 


New Measures Considered 


The Government program calls for 
higher taxes and other levies on trade 
and industry, some of which will re. 
quire legislation. The Government intro. 
duced a bill in March to abolish the 
remaining incentive deductions from 
taxable income for new industrial jp. 
vestments. This measure, if adopted, 
would be retroactive to November 6 
1956. The Government has estimated 
that the removal of this tax facility 
would result in a tax increase of 7 
million guilders. However, the necessity 
to continue industrialization remains, 
and the Government anticipates that 
selective investments will still be made, 


Industry and the public have criti- 
cized the Government’s price-stabiliza- 
tion policy. The Government maintains 
that this policy was not intended to 
freeze prices, but rather to relate the 
wage-price relationship to rises in na- 
tional output. An additional factor has 
been the rise in world prices, an essen- 
tial consideration in the Netherlands 
where most of the raw material. used 
by industry is imported. Recently, there 
have been cases where the Government 
has taken action to reduce domestic 
prices where previously it had author- 
ized increases. The maintenance of 
price stability is an important factor 
because of its direct relationship to the 
cost-of-living index which in turn can 
affect wage levels.—U. S. Embassy, 
The Hague. 





West German... 


(Continued from page 5) 


and as to the best means of keeping 
prices within bounds, it was agreed 
generally that the situation warranted 
concrete measures. 


Through most of last year the com 
mercial banks had tended to use the 
increase in liquidity resulting from the 
continuously high balance-of-payments 
surpluses to reduce their indebtedness 
with the Central Banking System, while 
credit expansion generally had remained 
moderate. In the past few months, how- 
ever, short-term credits expanded faster 
than previously. It was against this 
background, and perhaps in anticipa- 
tion of the additional demand resulting 
from increased pension payments, that 
the Central Bank reinforced its mone 
tary restrictions just after the quarter 
ended. 

With an eye on the relatively weak 
position of the West German capital 
market, and to try to keep domestic 
spending within reasonable bounds, the 
Economics Minister made proposals 4s 
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the quarter ended for steps to increase 
the demand for securities. 

It is doubtful whether many of the 
measures contemplated in the anti- 
jnflationary program of the Ministry of 
Economics can be completed in the 
present legislative period. For the im- 
mediate future it is likely that the basic 

lems of huge trade and payments 
surpluses will continue to plague Gov- 
ernment and monetary authorities. On 
top of these, the increased pressures on 
prices resulting from further wage in- 
creases and from much larger pension 
ts, particularly in the second 
quarter, may cause added concern over 
inflationary tendencies. The economy 
should continue, however, to show a 
healthy growth, even if at a rate some- 
what below that of last year. 

West Berlin economic trends of the 
first quarter 1957 also have been 
strongly influenced by mild weather 
conditions. Construction started to pick 
up unusually early, and in January and 
February the index averaged 105 
(1950100), thus exceeding by 40 per- 
cent the average recorded in the com- 
parable period of last year. 

The general index of industrial pro- 
duction, excluding building (1936—100), 
averaged 106.3 points in the quarter. 
This was 6.6 percent over the like 
period last year. The consumer-goods 
industries continued the steady upward 
development, showing an increase of 13 
percent over the first quarter of 1956. 
The increase in the producer-goods 
industries amounted to only 2.6 percent, 

The number of employed West Ber- 
liners increased by 13,000 and reached 
853,000 at the end of the quarter, a 
total almost 5 percent higher than that 
of March 1956. At the same time, the 
number of East Berliners employed in 
West Berlin increased by 1,000 to 37,000. 
On March 31, unemployment stood at 
103,000, or 10.8 percent of the wage- 
and salary-earning labor force, as com- 
pared with 14.7 percent a year ago. 

Special tax concessions for Berlin 
were extended. The Federal Parliament 
approved continuation of turnover tax 
exemptions on West Berlin goods deliv- 
ered to the Federal area and on reim- 
bursements for West German recipients 
of Berlin-produced goods. These privi- 
leges, originally scheduled to expire on 
December 31, 1957, will remain in effect 
until December 1959. The two-thirds 
reduction in the property levy under the 
Equalization of Burdens Law was also 
extended until 1979. 

In discussions generated by the Com- 
mon Market Treaty, West Berliners 
emphasized the importance of preserv- 
ing for Berlin the preferential treat- 
ment extended to it by the Federal 

ent. Thus, the Federal Govern- 
ment’s declarations and the assurances 
of common market member countries 
respecting Berlin’s special position, as 
well as giving heed to interzonal trade 
consideration, found a wide response in 
that city —U. S. Embassy, Bonn, 
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Belgian Industrial 
Activity Increases 


Noteworthy gains were scored in 
April by the Belgian iron and steel, 
cement, paper, and construction indus- 
tries, and the industrial activity index 
was about 6 percent above the com- 
parable period in 1956. 

Steel production was estimated at 
545,000 metric tons; the average daily 
production was slightly higher than in 
the preceding month. Coal production 
continued to lag and was slightly below 
the 1956 level. 


March exports set an alltime high, 
totaling 14.8 billion francs (1 franc= 
US$0.02); imports were also believed 
heavy, although figures were not yet 
available. The retail-price index re- 
sumed its upward trend and reached the 
peak set in February. Increases in the 
prices of eggs, coal, gas, and textiles 
were largely responsible for the rise. 
Automobile sales were on the upswing, 
reflecting the elimination of restrictions 
on gas consumption. Textile sales con- 
tinued to lag. 

A Government loan, yielding 5.34 per- 
cent, was floated and was more success- 
ful than had been expected. The.money 
market continued tight and the press 
reported that the Government might 
attempt to borrow on the American 
market. 

The market for fats and oils remained 
slow; the Antwerp market for feed 
grains was also dull. Dutch butter im- 

rts continued, but favorable weather 
ed to ifcreased local dairy production 
and butter prices declined slightly. 
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Record Number of New 


Plants Open in Ontario 


A record number of 143 new manu- 
facturing industries were established in 
the Province of Ontario, Canada, in 
1956, topping the previous mark of 136 
in 1953 and the 115 established in 1955, 
the Province’s Department of Planning 
and Development has announced, 

Of the 1956 openings, 71 were of 
Canadian origin, 54 were from the 
United States, 13 from the United 
Kingdom, 3 from West Germany, and 
2 from other countries, Ninety-eight 
settled in communities other than 
Metropolitan Toronto, For the first 
time, Canadian firms predominated. 
Heretofore, Canada has always ranked 
second to the United States. 

The number of new industries from 
the United Kingdom increased from 7 
established in 1955 to 13, but remained 
lower than the 1953 record of 29. Many 
United Kingdom were pre- 
vented from carrying out their plans to 
manufacture in Canada because of 
curbs introduced by the British Gov- 
ernment to combat inflation in that 
country, according to the Province’s 
report. As a result, British companies, 
instead, continued to enter the Cana- 
dian markets through manufacturing 
arrangements, sales subsidiaries, or 
agency arrangements. The number of 
new manufacturing industries from the 
United States decreased from 57 in 
1955 to 54, 

The breakdown by industry of the 
new plants established in 1956 was as 
follows: Miscellaneous metal products, 
33; machinery and mechanical equip- 
ment, 28; chemicals and allied 
25; wood and paper products, 10; trans- 
portation equipment and parts, 10; tools 
and instruments, 9; textile, rubber, 
and leather products, 7; electrical ap- 
paratus and supplies, 7; aluminum 
products, 6; foods and beverages,. 4; 
and miscellaneous, 5. It is presumed 
that the difference in the total figure 
given for new industries and the total 
of figures given for new plants is caused 
by an industry establishing more than 
one type of plant. 

The impact of this new industrial 
development on the economy of Ontario 
has been far reaching. In the period 
1949 through 1956, the establishment 
of 828 manufacturing industries and 
the expansion of 2,594 other industries 
has created jobs for 100,000 people and 
has increased the annual gross value 
of manufacturing 
C$5.7 billion in 1948 
in 1956. 


production from 
to C$10.6 billion 





Argentina’s 1956-57 cotton crop, now 
being harvested, is estimated at 500,000 
bales (500 pounds gross), about 13 per- 
cent below last year’s crop of 563,000 
bales, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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Viet-Nam Encourages Investment in New Philippine Tariff 
Automobile Assembly Operations 


The Government of Viet-Nam has indicated its desire to have 
foreign capital invested in automobile-assembly operations in the 
country and has outlined the incentives it will offer to stimulate interest 


in such investments. 


In issuing a notice to this effect, the Director General of Planning 


is seeking to initiate implementation of 
the Government’s policy of inviting pri- 
vate foreign capital participation in the 
economic development of Viet-Nam, as 
set forth in a Presidential declaration 
in March (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Mar. 25, 1957, p. 5). 


Of particular importance to the 
American automobile trade is the plan 
to greatly limit import of assembled 
vehicles after the proposed assembly 
plants begin production. 


In translation, the notice reads as 
follows: 


NOTICE 


Concerning Authorizations for the 
Establishment of Automobile Assembly 
Production Lines in Viet-Nam 
and for Allocation of Foreign Exchange 


(1) Authorization shall be accorded for the 
establishment of plants for assembly of auto- 
mobiles from completely knocked-down parts. 


(2) Jigs for the assembly plants shall be 
import without utilization of official Viet- 
Namese holdings of foreign exchange. 


(3) No exemption from customs taxes shall 
be granted for units sold in Viet-Nam (para- 
graph 8 of Presidential declaration). 


(4) All other advantages foreseen in the 
regulations for new investments remain valid. 

(5) Allocation of foreign exchange for auto- 
mobiles shall be granted as follows: (a) For 
the first 9 months of 1957 distribution of one- 
half of the allocation shall be made to all 
importers according to the present formula; 
(b) for the last 3 months of 1957 distribution 
of one-half of the allocation shall be made to 
assembly plants. 

(6) In order to compensate for losses in 
custom receipts, a sales tax shall be imposed 
on locally assembled automobiles. 

(7) The 1958 program shall fix the amount 
of foreign exchange to be allocated for each 
assembly line, reserving four-fifths of the 
total allocation for locally assembled cars 
and one-fifth for imported assembled vehicles. 


(8) The 1958 program shall also determine 
the list of parts to be produced locally. 


Additional benefits indicated by the 








Brazil Fixes Free Zone for 
Bolivia, Trade Pact Signed 


A bilateral trade agreement between 
Bolivia and Brazil including lists of 
goods to be sold by the contracting 
parties was concluded on February 23 
with the signing of the agreement by 
representatives of the two Governments. 

A second agreement provides for the 
establishment of a free trade zone for 
Bolivia at the port of Santos, Brazil. 
The free trade zone agreement will 
enter in force 60 days after an exchange 
of ratifications and will continue in 
force for 1 year after denunciation by 
either government.—U. S. Embassy, La 
Paz. 
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Director General in the notice are those 
outlined in the Presidential declaration, 
namely, guaranties against nationaliza- 
tion and expropriation \ without due 
compensation, a variety of temporary 
tax advantages, and provision for remit- 
tance of profits and repatriation of 
capital. 

The full text of the Presidential dec- 
laration may be obtained from the Far 
Eastern Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Canada Will Support 


Price of Heavy Hens 


Price support for fowl, that is, heavy 
chicken hens, will be instituted in 
Canada, the Canadian Department of 
Agriculture has announced. 


The floor price will be the equivalent 





“of 23 cents a pound liveweight at 


Toronto for top-grade fowl of 5 pounds 
and over. Under the support program, 
the Government will buy up all surplus 
fowl if market prices fall below the 
23-cent floor. 


The program will be in effect from 
August 1 to November 30 which is 
usually the peak marketing season. The 
prices during August-November 1956 
were mostly 18 and 19 cents, whereas 


-current prices have ranged from 20 


cents to 21 cents. 


Canadian imports of fowl from the 
United States last year amounted to 8.3 
million pounds, compared with 3.6 mil- 
lion pounds in 1955. The big increase in 
imports may be the result of the de- 
mand by Canadian packers and proc- 
essors for poultry meat of this type 
and grade to can or to use in special 
cooked and frozen products such as TV 
dinners and chicken pie. 

Hens and chickens on Canadian 
farms on June 1, 1956, totaled 63,680,- 
000 pounds an increase of 1,635,000 
pounds over the quantity on June 1, 
1955. 

The Canadian Federation of Agricul- 
ture for several years had asked for 
price aupport of fowl. 

The Governmient now has support 
programs for butter, eggs, hogs, fowl, 
and skimmed milk and for potatoes de- 
livered to starch plants for processing. 


Passed by Congress 


A new tariff act, representing the 
first comprehensive tariff measure 
enacted in the Philippines since its 


tariff act of 1909, was passed by the 


Philippine Congress on May 23. 


The Philippine President has 30 days 
in which to sign or veto the bill, and 
if it becomes law as expected it wil] 
go into effect on July 1. 

As copies of the act will not be made 
available for public use until after the 
President’s approval, officials and 
traders will have little time to study 
the bill before the effective date. 


The House version of the bill (For. 
eign Commerce Weekly, May 21, 1956, 
p. 8) was considerably altered in the 
Senate. The Senate introduced numer- 
ous changes in the tariff schedule, gen- 
erally in the direction of imposing 
heavier burdens on imported luxuries 
and nonessentials and reducing duties 
on basic raw materials. The differences 
in the two versions were resolved at 
a conference of the appropriate House 
and Senate committees. 


Details of the measure will be re 
ported in Foreign Commerce Weekly 
when the full text becomes available. 
—U. S. Embassy, Manila. 





Spain Taxes Proceeds From 
Export of Various Products 


The Spanish Foreign Exchange In- 
stitute has established taxes on the pro- 
ceeds from export of various products. 

Although under the unification of ex- 
change rates announced on April 12 
exporters of all commodities receive 42 
pesetas for each dollar earned, the new 
tax in effect establishes special rates 
for the products affected. 

The tax, which became effective on 
May 6 and presumably is levied on the 
f. o. b. value of the goods exported, is 
11 pesetas per dollar, or the equivalent 
in other currencies, on exports of raw 
cork, olive oil in drums, and mercury. 
On olive oil in tins; fresh, frozen, and 
salted fish; medicinal herbs; untanned 
skins; and pyrites the tax amounts to 
6 pesetas per dollar. 

Despite the new tax, exporters of 
these commodities will receive export 
proceeds ranging from 2 percent to 18 
percent higher than before the unifica- 
tion of exchange rates. 

Exports of these products accounted 
for 18.5 percent of Spanish export 
earnings in the 12 months ended No 
vember 1956. 

An announcement of the unification 
of Spanish exchange rates appeared in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 6, 
1957, page 9. 
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Germany Opens Quota 
For U. S. Buttons 


A new quota for import from 
the United States of unfinished 
byttons made of material other 
than mother-of-pearl or corozo has 
been announced by the German 
Government. 

Import licenses for such unfin- 
ished buttons will be granted until 
an unpublished quota limitation 
is reached but not after August 
31. No reexports will be permitted, 

Applicants for import licenses 
under this quota must prove that 
they imported round. unfinished 
buttons from the United States in 
1956 or 1957, utilizing import 
licenses granted them under pre- 
viously established quotas.—u. S. 
Embassy, Bonn. 











Lebanon Revises Number of 


Duties on Import Items 

Lebanon has raised its import duties 
on cigarette lighters and spare parts 
and has lowered its duties on all rub- 
ber articles intended for technical use 
and on certain measuring instruments 
and spare parts, 


Cigarettes and parts have been re- 
moveded from tariff classification No. 
819 and placed under new item No. 819 
bis, on which the new duties became 
effective on March 15. 

The new classification; its rate of 
duty, plus the reconstruction tax, in 
percent advalorem; and former rates 
for the items, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows: 

819 bis. Lighters, mechanical, electrical, or 
gas, and spare parts, not including flints 
and wicks: 50 percent (40); 10 percent (10). 

The 10-precent reconstruction tax 
was imposed in April 1956 to support 
an autonomous fund of the National 
Office of Reconstruction. 


The former 40 percent and 10 percent 
rates remain applicable to tariff item 
No, 819, which includes: 


Articles destined for personal ornament, 
and all articles known as imitation jewelry, 
not elsewhere specified, in common metals 
including those gilded, silvered, or plated 
with precious metals. 

The reduction in duties on rubber 


washers, intended -to assist water-sup- 
ply projects in the country, was effect- 
ed through subdividing the tariff classi- 
fication covering the articles and plac- 
ing new duties on the first subitem. 


As it now reads, the classification; 
the new duties, which became effective 
on February 2; and former rates, shown 
in parentheses, are: 

374. Rubber articles intended for technical 
use; (b) Rubber washers which are no 
Straight or are in the form of truncate 
cones, namely bevel washers, whether or not 


With grooves, having an inside diameter of 
at least 60 millimeters, for use as pipe or 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Saudi Arabia Institutes Controls 


The Government of Saudi Arabi, as a measure to relieve its critical 
shortage of foreign exchange following the Suez crisis, on April 8 
instituted foreign exchange control regulations and a general import- 


licensing system. 


Two categories of shipments not affected by the requirement that 


importers must obtain import licenses 
for all imports are shipments made 
under letters of credit already estab- 
lished, and shipments made on a collec- 
tion basis for which bills of lading are 
dated before April 9. 

An exception to the latter category 
is a list of goods classified as luxury 
items which were made subject to con- 
trol on December 20, 1956 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Apr. 8, 1957, p. 7). 
Licenses issued after December 20 for 
goods on this list but not used are no 
longer valid and must be reissued, 


As a result of imposition of the new 
import controls, Saudi Arabian banks 
have instructed their correspondent 
banks abroad not to accept collections 
from their clients if bills of lading are 
dated on or after April 9 until the client 
has obtained number and date of appli- 
cable Saudi Arabian import license. 

Between April.1 and April 8, the 
date on which the controls came into 
force, the Government informed the 
banks that sufficient foreign exchange 
would be sold to them in four equal in- 
stallments to meet their outstanding 
obligations as of March 31. 

The first installment, estimated as 
the equivalent of US$5 million, was dis- 
tributed to the banks on April 6. The 
National Commercial Bank reportedly 
received in this installment US $1 mil- 
lion and £200,000, and the other banks 





main joints, 1 percent (25); (@) ether, 26 per 
cent (25). 

Classification No. 919 covering tacho- 
meters and like fixtures formerly were 
assessed an ad valorem duty of 15 per- 
cent under the normal tariff. This 
classfication has been subdivided, and 
on items imported for industrial use 
the duty has been lowered to 1 percent, 
effective February 23. 

This classification now reads— 

919. Tachometers, mileage recorders, and 
like fixtures as well as their spare parts: (a) 
For industrial purposes, 1 percent (15); (b) 
others, 15 percent (15). 

The decision to apply the.new rate 
of duty to measuring instruments im- 
ported for ingustrial use rests with the 
Lebanese cus®oms authorities. To ben- 
efit by the lower duty such instruments 
do not necessarily have to be imported 
by industry establishments. Determi- 
nation of the applicability of the new 
rate would depend upon the importer’s 
declaration as to end use of the instru- 
ment or on limitation of use as evi- 
denced by its design——U. S. Embassy, 
Beirut. 





each received considerably less (1 Eng- 
lish pound = US$2.80). 

The Saudi Arabian Ministry of Fi- 
nance has set up committees composed 
of Government officials and bank rep- 
resentatives to assist in instituting the 
new regulations, to protect the general 
interest, and to insure proper use of 
exchange sold to the banks by the 
Government.—U. S, Embassy, Jidda. 





Mexico Places More 
Items Under Control 


Zippered cloth tapes, bags, resins, 
motors and spare parts, and certain 
trucks have been added to the Mexican 
list of commodities requiring an import 
permit from the Ministry of Economy 
for entry into Mexico. 


Tariff classifications affected by the 
new import controls and the effective 
dates of control are as follows: 


Effective April 12 


649.02.06. Bags or sacks of cloth of soft 
vegetable fibers except cotton. 


649.05.01. Fabric tape containing neither 
artificial nor silk fibers, with plastic or metal 
teeth along the side for manufacture of zip- 
pers. (Control applies only to complete zip- 
pers.) 

649.05.02. Fabric tape containing artificial 
or silk fibers, with plastic or metal teeth 
along the side for manufacture of zippers. 
(Control applies only to complete zippers.) 

751.02.06. Motor vehicles for transport of 
cargo that can be used as units of traction 
for trailers in order to constitute cargo 
trains or ‘‘full trailers."* 


Effective April 15 


570.00.13. Solid synthetic resins with a 
hthalic acid base, without pigment or color- 
ng material derived from coal tar. 

570.00.14. Solid synthetic resins with phthalic 
acid base, pigmented with lampblack or color- 
ing material of mineral or coaltar origin. 


Effective April 29 


710.01.99. Stationary internal combustion 
motors weighing over 600 kilograms. (Con- 
trol applies only to motors of 1 to 9 horse- 
power.) 


741.08.99. Spare parts for stationary in- 
ternal combustion motors not elsewhere 
specified. 


—Diario Oficial, April 12, 15, 29, 1957. 





Costa Rica has prohibited import, 
sale, and use of mercurial fungicides 
for treating coffee diseases. 

Use of mercurial fungicides for ex- 
perimental purposes must be authorized 
by the Costa Rican Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Industry. 

The ban on such fungicides was 
placed by decree No. 2 of April 23, pub- 
lished and effective May 3.—La Gaceta, 
May 3, 1957. 





FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








South Africa Eases Import Controls Alberta To Distribute 


Continuing a trend toward relaxation of import controls, the 
Union of South Africa has established new control regulations which 
have the effect of increasing exchange quotas for consumer goods and re- 
moving existing exchange quota restrictions on import of selected items. 

It is estimated that all the new changes will permit an increase in 


imports this year amounting to £30 
‘ million, or 6 percent, over the value of 
imports in 1956. 

Salient provisions of the new regula- 
tions, as announced by the Minister of 
Economic Affairs and implemented by 
ndtice No. 519 published in the South 
African Government Gazette of April 5, 
1957, are as follows: 


Consumer Goods Imports.—Registered 
importers of consumer goods will re- 
ceive an additional exchange allocation 
equal to 20 percent of the value of their 
1948 imports of such goods. Importers 
already have received quotas of 33% 
percent, and thus they now will be able 
to import 53% percent of their total 
1948 consumer goods imports. 

This percentage allocation  corre- 
sponds to the full quota authorized in 
1956 for import of consumer goods, but 
it should be possible to import some- 
what more consumer goods in 1957, as 
a number of goods formerly subject to 
exchange quotas have been decontrolled, 
except that importers are required to 
apply for special import licenses. 

Such special import licenses will be 
issued as a formality provided the 
applicant is registered as an importer 
of the goods for which the permit is 
requested, gives assurance that the 
goods will be imported for stock re- 
quirements in the normal course of 
business, and furnishes evidence that 
firm orders have been placed and con- 
firmed by suppliers. 

Another change which should in- 
crease the level of consumer goods im- 
ports into the Union is that special 
consideration will be given to the import 
requirements of firms that did not 
engage in extensive or diversified im- 
port of consumer goods in the base 
year 1948. For firms in this category, 
the Directorate of Imports and Exports 
in Pretoria has agreed to adjust their 
exchange quotas upward, that is, to 
increase the basic allocation of 53% 
percent of 1948 imports. 

Such adjustments in exchange quotas 
for individual firms are to be worked 
out with the assistance of the Associa- 
tion of Chambers of Comerce, and ob- 
servers believe that about one-fourth 
of all registered importers of consumer 
goods thereby may receive additional 
exchange allocations. 

Industrial Raw Materials and Capital 
Goods.—aAs in the past, the full require- 
ments will be met of importers regis- 
tered with the Government as importers 
of industrial raw materials and capital 
goods. Administrative procedures, how- 
ever, are simplified in that the previous 
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system of requiring importers to obtain 
“letters of authority” has been discon- 
tinued. Such importers, however, must 
continue to apply for permits to im- 
port goods still subject to control. Many 
industrial raw materials items are now 
included in the new list of articles for 
which special permits are issued auto- 
matically—U. S. Embassy, Pretoria. 

Fuller details of changes in South 
African import controls, together with 
a complete listing of commodities now 
exempt from exchange quota restric- 
tions, are provided in a forthcoming 
supplement to the Department’s publi- 
cation “Licensing and Exchange Con- 
trols, Union of South Africa,” World 
Trade Information Service, part 2, No. 
57-17, January 1957. 





New Mexican Import, 
Export Tariffs Set 


Mexico has lowered its export duties 
on crackers, raised import duties on 
some safety glass and certain gloves, 
established new import tariff classifica- 
tions for certain paper-fastener rods 
and fishnet floats, and abolished an im- 
port classification covering Triton X-100 
and its insecticide preparations. 

Mexican tariff classifications affected; 
their new duties, in pesos per gross 
kilogram unless otherwise indicated and 
percent ad valorem; and former rates 
for the items, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows: 


Export Tariff 


Effective April 16 


62-10. Crackers of any kind: 0.50 peso and 
15 percent (4 pesos and 35 percent). 


Import Tariff 


Effective April 21 


655.04.07. Flat glass and crystal joined to- 
gether, called ‘“‘safety glass,"’ not cut g 
special sizes, for motor vechiles: 0.30 pes 
and 35 percent (0.15 peso and 35 percent). 

685.00.06. Rods and base metal over 20 and 
up to 40 centimeters long, specially folded, 
dovetailed at the ends, for assembly of po 
folios of paper or Repeeseese, used in files: 
0.15 peso per legal kilogram and 20 percent. 
(New classification.) 


Effective April 26 
571.03.23. Triton X-100 and its insecticide 
preparations. (Classification abolished.) 
892.09.04. Floats of any material for fishin 


nets: 0.06 peso and 6 percent. (New classi- 
fication.) 


Effective May 1 


814.03.00. Fabric gloves of any kind with 
palm, back, and fingers comgacvely covered 
with synthetic resin: 0.25 pare per legal kilo- 
Tam and ercent (0.05 peso per gross 
jlogram and percent). 


—Diario Oficial, April 15, 25, 1957. 


Oil and Gas Royalties 


Residents of the Province of Alberta 
will share directly in the proceeds from 
oil and gas royalties under the terms 
of “An Act to Enable Citizens of Aj. 
berta to Participate Directly in Bene. 
fits Accruing from Development of the 
Oil and Gas Resources of the Province,” 
passed by the Provincial Legislature, 

The act provides that beginning with 
fiscal year April 1, 1957-March 31, 1958, 
eligible residents will be paid a dividend 
not exceeding one-third of oil and gas 
royalties received from Provincial lands 
in the preceding fiscal year, 

The amount set aside for this pur- 
pose in Alberta’s budget for fiscal year 
ending March 31, 1958, is C$11 million, 
It has been unofficially estimated that 
about 500,000 people will qualify to re- 
ceive payment of the dividend m that 


year, amounting to about C$22 per 
person. 
A person is eligible to receive @ 


dividend if he is a Canadian citizen or 
British subject; if he is 21 years old 
on or before December 31 of the year 
in which the dividend is claimed; if he 
has been a resident of Alberta for the 
immediately preceding 2 years and for 
a total of not less than 10 years. 

Distribution of the royalties has long 
been a goal of the Social Credit 
Party, the party now in power, and is 
made possible because the Provincial 
Treasury has been bolstered by reve- 
nues from the prosperous oil and nat- 
ural gas-producing industry. 





Military Clothing Ban 
Enforced in Algeria 


VU. S. exporters are cautioned 
that new and used military cloth- 
ing. may not be imported into 
Algeria. 

Such articles are included in 
the general~ban imposed under a 
Governor General decree of April 
11, 1956, on “all military articles 
other than those destined for the 
French Armed Forces.” 

The American Consulate Gen- 
eral in Algiers reports that as a 
result of the current strict en- 
forcement of this ban by the 
Algerian Customs, certain local 
importers of used clothing from 
the United States have encoun- 
tered difficulties with the Customs 
authorities and have incurred sub- 
stantial penalties because articles 
of military clothing were found 
intermixed in bales of used cloth- 
ing.—Algiers. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





lustralian Construction 
Firm Seeks Collaboration 


Technical know-how, patents, proc- 
esses, and possibly capital are sought 

the Australian firm, Modern Engi- 
neering & Construction Co., for a pro- 
posed expansion of its facilities. 

The company, organized in 1953, is 
engaged in the construction of farm 
puildings, gates, stock feeders, and for- 
age harvester equipment. If adequate 
and suitable technical assistance and 
capital can be obtained from a U. S. 
investor, the firm proposes to expand 
its operations to include the manufac- 
ture of farm machinery and other pre- 
fabricated building structures, Stock in 
the company, or a profit-sharing ar- 
rangement, is offered. 

Located at Walla Walla, a small town 
some 15 miles from the main rail line 
between Sydney and Melbourne, with 
rail connections to both of' these cities, 
Modern Engineering & Construction Co. 
indicates that some 13,000 square feet 
of factory space now are in use and 
land is available for an expansion to 
40,000 square feet if required. 

Raymond S. Kotzur, owner of the 
company, plans to visit the United 
States during June, July, and August, 
for consultations with interested U. S. 
firms. Supplemental data concerning 
the Australian firm's activities, the 
products manufactured, and a balance 
sheet for June 1956, are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 





Indian Biochemical 
Firm Seeks Investor 


Biochemical & Synthetic Products, 
Ltd, manufacturer, wholesaler, and 
retailer of drugs and pharmaceuticals, 
importer of vitamins, ampoules, and 
chemicals, seeks capital and technical 
assistance to expand production to in- 
clude synthetic vitamin C, acetylsali- 
cylic acid, sodium salicylate and related 
compounds. 

According to the firm these products 
are at present not manufactured in In- 
dia, and the Government of India es- 
timates that India’s annual consump- 
tion of acetylsalicylic acid and sodium 
salicylate is 1,000 tons and that annual 
consumption of vitamin C is 50 tons. 

Approximately 7 million rupees (1 ru- 
pee=US$0.21) of a total of 10.5 million 
rupees is needed from a U. S. investor. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Biochemical & Syn- 
thetie Products, Ltd. Sanatnagar, 
Hyderabad-Deccan, India. 
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Trade and Investment Opportunities 
Cited by Mission to Netherlands 


More than 75 opportunities to buy, sell, or invest in the Nether- 
lands have been reported by the U, S. Trade Mission which visited 
eight cities in that country and attended the Utrecht Spring Fair in 


April. 


These leads, developed by the mission during interviews with 


businessmen, are presented below. 
Foodstuffs, textiles, furniture, and other 
items are offered for export; and inter- 
est is expressed in importing a variety 
of articles, such as toys, abrasives, and 
building materials. 


Companies interested in additional 
information may write direct to the 
firms at the addresses given. Supple- 
mentary data on any of the nine invest- 
ment proposals will be developed, upon 
request, by the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Investment Opportunities 





Bokma de Boer, Leeuwarden, chicory 
producer, wishes to conclude an agency 
or manufacturing agreement for the use 
of part of the company’s factory. L. 
Bottema is manager of the company. 

N.V. Egam, Houtstraat 6, Croningen, 
producer of metal goods, wishes to offer 
to a U. S. firm facilities for the produc- 
tion of apparatus and metal goods. H. 
Trox is manager of the firm. 

N. Keller, Inc., N. Keller, manager, 
94 Bloemendaalsweg, Blomendaal, in- 
ventor of a life-saving signal device, 
wishes to conclude a licensing arrange- 
ment or sell the invention outright. The 
device, reportedly a new life-saving sig- 
nal apparatus which has been demon- 
strated for a number of Netherlands 
and U. S. officials, is said to be the size 
of a small radio and can be used on 
ships and aircraft, 

The firm indicates the apparatus has 
approximately 100 light and smoke sig- 
nals on a round horizontal disk, and by 
pressing a button the signals may be 
given at regular intervals. 

Th. Kockx, 49 Twijnderslaan, Haar- 
lem, mechanical engineer manufactur- 
ing air control devices and apparatus, 
seeks a licensing arrangement with a 
U. S. firm for the manufacture of 


valves, etc., in the Netherlands. Th. 
Kockx is manager of the firm. 
Zwartsenberg Kunstmest N.V., 19 


Heresingel, Gronngen, fertilizer manu- 
facturer, wants U. S. investment assist- 
ance for the establishment of a new 
plant in the Netherlands to manufac- 
ture chemicals and other items, 
Henry G. Labohm, 6 Valerius Terras, 
Amsterdam-Z, importer and exporter of 
movie equipment, seeks a licensing ar- 
rangement with a U. S. firm for the 





manufacture of a portable daylight 
cinema suitable for sales meetings, dem- 
onstrations, etc. Henry G. Labohm is 
director of the company. 

S. H. M. van Lier, Economie Adviser, 
Municipality of Utrecht, Stadhuis, Town 
Hall, Utrecht, wishes to attract U. S. 
private investment for the promotion 
and development of industries in a 
newly constructed and zoned industrial 
area set up by the municipality. 

The area reportedly will be known as 
Industrial Park and is said to have 
adequate facilities, such as building 
materials, housing, and parking, and 
labor. A map showing an outline of the 
site is available for review on loan from 
BFC’s Investment Development Divi- 
sion. 

Marco Machinefabriek en Handelson- 
derneming, manufacturer of metal-cut- 
ting machines, electric air compressors, 
and hoists, offers to license a U. S. firm 
for the manufacture of its patented car 
hoist. Inquiries should be addressed to 
Mr. van Os, Marco Machinefabriek en 
Handelsonderneming, 8 Nieuwstraat, 
Spijkenisse. 

N.V. Vernis- & Verffabrieken ‘v/h/H. 
Vettewinkel & Zonen, 80-82 Prins Hen- 
drikkade, Amsterdam, manufacturer of 
paints and varnishes, seeks a licensing 
arrangement with a U, S. firm special- 
ized in the field of paints and varnishes. 
Firm reportedly also is considering the 
outright sale of its coating plant. D. H. 
Vettewinkel, Jr., is managing director 
of the firm. 


Import Opportunities 


Amstelstaal N.V.,. Amsteldijk 144, 
Amsterdam, wishes to export stainless 
steel to the United States. 

N.V. Machinefabriek A. Bijlenga, Wil- 
lem Lorestaat 121, Leeuwarden, wishes 
to export cheese-making equipment. 

W. Boshuis Industrie & Handel Mij. 
N.V., Witte Kruislaan 8, Hilversum, 
wishes to export bicycle parts and 
accessories. 

Firma J. Boverhuis, Alteveerstraat 
20, Assen, wishes to export to the 
United States decorated wooden shoes. 

N.V. Brabantse Kunstweverij “De 
Huifkar,” Stuiverstraat 1 c, Eindhoven, 
is interested in selling woven labels for 
clothes to U. S. importers. 

Ned. Potlood Industrie N.V. Bruyn- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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U.S. Mission in France Cites Leads NATO Work in Belgium, 


Six firms in France and one located at Casablanca, Morocco, have 
presented proposals to the U. S. Trade Mission in France for the con- 
clusion of licensing agreements with U. S. manufacturers of chemicals, 
dry goods, air-conditioning and electrical equipment, and other items. 

Supplemental data on any of the proposals listed will be developed 


upon request by the Investment Devel- 
opment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Correspondence also may be ad- 
dressed to the owners or managers of 
the companies at the addresses indi- 
cated. 


@ Societe Chimique de Gerland, 49 
rue de la Republique, Lyon, manufac- 
turer of vinyl products, seeks a licens- 
ing arrangement with a U. S. firm for 
manufacture by the extrusion process 
of new vinyl products. 


@ Etablissements Claude et Duval, 
S. A., manufacturer of knitted under- 
wear, seeks a licensing arrangement 
with a U. S. firm for the manufacture 
of related products in France for export 
to the United States. M. Claude is man- 
ager of the firm, Saint-Die, Vosges, 
France. 


@ Electro-Industriel du Sud-Est, man- 
ufacturer of household equipment and 
refrigerators, and electric motors for 
the textile industry, wishes to conclude 
a licensing arrangement with a U. S. 
firm for the manufacture of air-condi- 
tioning equipment—window frame type. 
Henry Vannequin is owner of the firm, 
at Givors, Rhone, France. 


@ J. Emorine, manufacturer’s agent, 
wishes to conclude a licensing or work- 
ing arrangement with a U. S. firm, for 
the manufacture of any product suit- 
able for the French market. Address 
J. Emoine, 4 Quai Jules Courmont, 
Lyon, Rhone, France. 

@ Les Laboratoires Fournier, manu- 
facturer of pharmaceuticals, seeks a 
licensing arrangement with a U. S. 
pharmaceutical manufacturer for pro- 
duction and distribution of pharmaceu- 
ticals in France. 


The firm reportedly has 350 workers, 
14,000 pharmaceutical outlets, and a 
special sales staff visiting medical doc- 
tors. Roger Balat is export manager, 9 
rue Petitot, Dijon, Cote d’Or, France. 

@ Pauchet, engineer, seeks a licensing 
arrangement with a U. S. firm for the 


lran Extends Bid Deadline 


The deadline for submission of bids 
for supply of 734 items, consisting of 
technical apparatus, stamping machine 
parts, chemical and rubber products, 
ete., to the Iranian State Railways has 
been extended to June 18. 

This trade lead was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 22, 
1957, page 12. 
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manufacture of industrial heaters and 
driers of the gas-fired-catalyst type. 
Address Mr. Pauchet, 163 rue des Ton- 
tinettes, Calais, Pas-de-Calais, France. 

® Paul Thivolet, owner of C.M.P.D., 
Route III, Ain Es Sebaa Plage, Casa- 
blanca, Morocco, manufacturer of water 
heaters in France and Morocco, seeks a 
licensing arrangement with a U. S. firm 
for the manufacture of U. S. household 
appliances in Morocco. The firm report- 
edly supplies water heaters to U..S. air 
bases in Morocco. 


Companies in Burma 
Seek Investment 


Proposals from three firms in Burma, 
presented to the U. S. Trade Mission 
during its recent visit to that country, 
offer U. S. firms an opportunity for 
investment in Burmese ceramic, pipe- 
manufacturing, and strawboard indus- 
tries. 

Burma Potteries, Ltd., manufacturer 
of ceramics and porcelain, is interested 
in concluding a partnership arrange- 
ment with a U. S. firm for the estab- 
lishment of a modern factory for the 
machine production of ceramics and 
porcelain ware. The firm reports that 


sufficient quartz and felspar are avail-. 


able for mold making. 


Details of the company’s proposal are 
available upon request from U Thaw 
T.P.S., managing director, Thamaing, 
Rangoon. 

Burma Construction & Industrial Co., 
manufacturer of lead pipes and lead 
sheets, also seeks a partnership ar- 
rangement for production in Burma and 
for export of lead pipe and lead sheets. 
Raw materials for this purpose are 
said to be plentiful. Additional data are 
available upon request from Ma Saw 
Tin, managing partner, 62 Prome Road 
(6%2 miles), Rangoon. 

Burma Commerce, publishers at 325 
Maung Taulay Street, Rangoon, has in- 
dicated an interest in securing U. S. 
investment for the development of a 
small strawboard factory, and in the 
manufacture of small office equipment. 
The company also is interested in the 
sale to U. S. manufacturers of adver- 
tising space in the annual Burma 
Trade Directory, and the weekly pub- 
lication, Burma Commerce. Supple- 
mental information will be furnished 
upon request to A, G, Draviam, manag- 
ing editor. 


Greece, Italy Planned 


Five projects in Belgium, two jp 
Greece and two in Italy, estimated to 
cost a total of $1,354,000 have been 
opened to U. S. bidders: under the 
international competitive bidding pro. 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The Belgian projects call for supply 
and installation of canalization valves 
and accessories for petroleum products 
in the Provinces of Nainaut, Flandre, 
Orientale, Liege, Limbourg, Br 
and Antwerp, estimated cost $120,000, 
bid reference No. DPL 11/57; construe. 
tion of two 2,500 cubic capacity metallic 
reservoirs for petroleum products in the 
Province of Limbourg, estimated cost 
$190,000, bid reference No. DPL 12/57; 

Supply of system of air compressors 
with electric motors, pressure 40 kilo. 
grams per square centimeter, estimated 


“cost $120,000, bid reference No. DPL 


13/57; supply of automatic pump system 
with electric motor for pumping gaso- 
line, estimated cost $60,000, bid refer. 
ence No. DPL 14/57; and supply of 
temperature changing system for cir- 
culation of cooling water in diesel 
engines, estimated cost $90,000, bid 
reference No. DPL 15/57. 


Specifications for these projects will 
be available about July 1; the deadline 
for submitting bids will be 8 weeks 
after specifications are available. 

U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
these projects should register their ip- 
tention before June 20 with the Minis- 
tere de la Defense Nationale de Bel- 
gique, Service General des Constructions 
Militaires, Direction Pipe-line Caserne 
Prince Baudouin, Place Dailly, Brussels. 


Airfield Work Needed 

The projects in Greece call for con- 
struction of sixteen service buildings at 
Souda Airfield, estimated cost $428,666, 
reference No. K-40; and construction of 
a power distribution network at Tana- 
gra Airfield, estimated cost $333,333. 

Firms interested in bidding should 
register their intention before June 5 
on the Souda project and before June 6 
on the Tanagra project with the General 
Air Staff, Directorate of Public Works, 
15 Fidellinon Street, Athens. 

The Italian projects, one at Falconara 
Airfield and the other at Foggia Ait 
field, are identical. Both call for com 
struction of an airfield lighting plant 
The major items included in the work 
are: Supply and installation of airfield 
lighting power and control equipment; 
control switchboards; about 48,00 
meters of various types of cable; and 
installation of approximately 425 light 
ing fixtures to be supplied by the Ai 


(Continued on page 22) 
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World Trade | Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports | 
on private foreign firms or indi- 
viduals mentioned in the World 
Trade Leads department of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 


oe al 








will be prepared on request— &@ 
through the Commercial Intelli- @ 
| gence Division, Bureau of Foreign § 
# Commerce, U. S. Department of | 
* Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., # 
for $1 each. The reports also may @ 
# be obtained through the Depart- &@ 
ment’s Field Offices. bg 
% Requests for these _ reports af 
' should include the names and 
# addresses of the firms or indi- 
% viduals. : 
" The information given ina # 

World Trade Directory report @ 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 
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Greece Invites Bids 
OnHotel Construction 


A call for bids for the development 
of the Vouliagmeni-Kavouri area near 
Athens as a tourist resort has been an- 
nounced by the Greek Minister of Com- 
munications and Public Works. 

The plans call for construction of a 
de luxe hotel of 150 beds, a first-class 
hotel of 100-200 beds, a second-class 
hotel of 100 beds; two dancing and en- 
tertainment centers—bathing facilities 
on the lake close by; landscaping; ten- 
nis courts; etc. The total estimated 
cost is approximately US$5 million. Pay- 
ment for the construction reportedly 
will be made at least partially out of 
the operation of the installations, since 


the call for bids specifies the period 
during which the contractor winning 
the award will hold the concession. 


Bids may be submitted until 12 noon, 
August 30, at the offices of the property 
owner, Organization for the Adminis- 
tration of Church Property (ODEP), 4 
Kornarou Street, Athens. 


A copy of the call for bids, setting 
forth details concerning this project, 
and a copy of a brochure containing a 
map, plans, and photographs of the 
area under development, are available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


June 3, 1957 


able to qualified U. S. firms—or 4 


Railway Materials Needed in India, Fertilizer 
In Greece; Ceylon, Iraq Also Invite Bids 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 


available for review on loan from 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 
Ceylon © 

Supply of 11-kilowatt switchboards 
for substations in the South Ring of 
Colombo; bids invited until July 31 by 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Transport and Works, Transworks 
House, Colombo. 


Conditions of tender and specifica- 
tions may be obtained from the Embas- 
sy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue 
NW., Washington 8, D. C. The Embassy 
also will issue tender books on payment 
of a tender deposit of $22.40 and a ten- 
der fee of $1.12. The tender fee will 
not be refunded. 


Greece 


Hexachlorobenzene disinfecting dust, 
4% to 5% metric tons, bid deadline 
June 18; soluble mixed fertilizer, 150 
metric tons, bid deadline June 14; bids 
invited by the Agricultural Bank of 
Greece, Permanent Supplies Commit- 
tee, 23 Academy Street, Athens.* 


Iron and steel, 850 tons, various 
shapes and sizes; bids invited until 
June 18 by the Ministry of Finance, 
State Procurements Service, Office VII, 
Ref. No. 21337/1532, Athens.* 


U.S. Collaboration Sought 


For Chemical Plant in India 


Popular (Imp. Exp.) Trading Co., pro- 
ducer of steel products, crude sulfur, 
spices, textiles, etc., seeks capital and 
technical collaboration to establish a 
plant in India to manufacture hydro- 
sulfite of soda. Approximately 2,450,000 
rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21) is required 
for this project. 

The Indian firm states that sodium 
hydrosulfite, a reducing chemical not 
produced in India, is widely used in 
the textile industry, dying and printing 
works, and sugar refineries, and that 
its main raw materials are soda ash and 
sulfur. 


Supplemental details regarding this 
proposal are available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond directly with 
the manager of the firm, L. A. Raval, 
Jhaveri House, 110 Medows Street, 
Bombay 1, India. 





the Trade Development Division, 





India 

Railway materials, in tons, as fol- 
lows: 

Rails, 200,000; fishplates, 10,000; steel 
trough sleepers, 125,000; steel turnout 
sleepers, 30,000; bearing plates, 10,000; 
pig iron for cast-iron sleepers, 125,000; 
and mild steel sheets and plates, 60,000. 

Bids invited, from producers, by the 
Ministry of Railways, Government of 
India. 

The Ministry of Railways intends to 
enter into long-term contracts with the 
actual producers of these materials and 
bids from agents, brokers, and other 
middlemen will not be considered, 
though producers may utilize the serv- 
ices of Indian agents to submit their 
offers. 

Further information and tender docu- 
ments containing specifications, condi- 
tions, and tender forms may be ob- 
tained from the Director, India Supply 
Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C, 


Iraq 

Supply and delivery of structural 
steel and reinforcing bars for the Bas- 
rah power station; bids invited until 
July 15 by the Ministry of Develop- 
ment, Baghdad. 

Full information regarding this ten- 
der may be obtained from the Embassy 
of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington, D, C. 





Portuguese Concern Wants 
Composition Cork Equipment 


Amorim & Irmaos, Lda., a firm in 
Portugal, wants equipment to produce 
composition cork. 

A manufacturer and exporter of cork 
products and exporter of virgin cork, 
cork waste, and shavings, the firm is 
interested in producing composition cork 
from cork waste and shavings which 
the firm is at present exporting at a 
rate of about 400 metric tons a month. 
The firm states that it can obtain in 
the home market additional quantities 
of these by-products if the installation 
of a plant with a larger capacity than 
400 metric tons is advisable. 

The firm, located at 145 Rua de Can- 
dido dos Reis, Oporto, Portugal, is 
interested in receiving from American 
machinery manufacturers plans and de- 
tails concerning machinery and tech- 
niques, and in visiting similar plants, 
if equipped with American machinery, 
in the United State or in Europe. 
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India Invites Tenders 
On Dockyard Cranes 


The Government of India invites ten- 
ders for the supply and erection of one 
15-ton and one 30-ton portable electric 
traveling crane in the naval dockyard 
at Bombay. 


Crane rails will be provided and laid 
under a separate contract. Details of 
the cranes are as follows: 


Fifteen-ton crane—maximum height 
of lift and radius of 15-ton hoist, not 
less than 80 feet at 100-foot radius; 
minimum radius of 15-ton hoist, not 
greater than 40 feet; maximum radius 
of -1%-ton hoist, not less than 110 feet; 
crane track rails at 17-foot 6-inch cen- 
ters; height of portal, 18 feet. 


Thirty-ton crane—maximum height 
of lift and radius of 30-ton main hoist, 
not less than 80 feet at 83-foot 6-inch 
radius; minimum radius of 30-ton hoist, 
not greater than 40 feet; maximum 
radius of 3-ton auxiliary hoist, not less 
than 123 feet; crane track rails at 25- 
foot centers; height of portal, 23 feet. 


Formal tender documents may be ob- 
tained by qualified firms from Sir Alex- 
ander Gibb & Partners, Consulting En- 
gineers for the Government of India, 
Queen Anne’s Lodge, Westminster, Lon- 
don, S.W. 1, for $140 a set. The deposit 
will be refunded on submission of a 
bona fide tender and the return of the 
tender drawings. 

Closing time for acceptance of bids 
and other pertinent information are 
contained in the documents. Interested 
U. S. firms should communicate direct 
with the consulting engineers, giving a 
resume of their qualifications and expe- 
rience. 





Ceylon To Invite Quotations 
Soon on Repair Equipment 


Ceylon expects to receive quotations 
in about a month or 6 weeks for ma- 
chine tools and automotive repair equip- 
ment to be installed in 10 automotive 
repair depots. 

Early this year Ceylon nationalized 
all motor bus services on the Island 
and called for the establishment of ten 
repairs depots or workshops in various 
locations. As it will be time soon to 
equip these depots or workshops, U. S. 
firms interested in quoting on machine 
tools and automotive repair equipment 
for them should communicate with the 
Chairman, National Transport Board, 
26 Edinburgh Crescent, Colombo. 


A list of the machine tools and auto- 
motive repair equipment being con- 
sidered for these repair depots is avail- 
able in the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
3, D. G 
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Vienna Accepts Tenders 
For Parking Meters 


The city of Vienna is accepting 
bids for parking meters in antici- 
pation of a new law which will 
provide for their installation. 

Between 500 and 1,000 meters 
will be needed initially, and wheth- 
er the city will rent or buy them 
will depend upon terms offered. It 
is planned that the meters will 
charge a basic toll of 1 shilling 
(about 4 U. S. cents). 


Interested firms should submit 
bids as soon as possible, including 
technical data, prices, and rental 
terms, to the Magistratsabteilung, 
No. 28, der Stadt Wien, Strassen- 
bau, Wien V, Vogelsanggasse 36, 
Vienna, Austria. 











French Concerns Seek 
License Agreements 


Two French companies, one a manu- 
facturer of precision instruments and 
the other a vegetable canner, seek 
licensing agreements with U. S. firms. 

Robert Laverdure (Airoptic), preci- 
sion instrument manufacturer, wishes 
to be licensed by a U. S. company for 
the manufacture of optical and/or pre- 
cision instruments. 

The factory, located near Marseille, 
reportedly has 3,000 square meters of 
covered premises and about 100 ma- 
chine tools with which the firm manu- 
factures such diversified items as air- 
craft periscopic sextants, spare parts 
for U. S, trucks and locomotives, con- 
trol instruments for the petroleum in- 
dustry, and spare parts for diesel mo- 
tors. The plant's facilities are said to 
be in excellent condition. 

The firm also would consider receiv- 
ing capital and equipment in exchange 
for royalties or shares, or entering into 
any mutually satisfactory agreement. 
Interested parties may correspond di- 
rect with the company at Chemin du 
Grand Canedel, Aubagne, Bouches du 
Rhone. 

Ets. J. Portalis & Fils “Conserveries 
des Lones,” French canner of tomatoes 
and other vegetables, is interested in 
entering the canned fruit-juice field and 
would like a licensing or partnership 
agreement with a U. S. company. 

The firm, interested in obtaining ad- 
ditional capital and know-how in the 
fruit-juice canning field, reportedly is 
well established in the canning industry, 
and present facilities may permit fruit 
juice canning with little additional cap- 
ital expense. 

Interested companies are invited to 
correspond direct with the firm at 
Route de Velleron, Carpentras, Vau- 
cluse, France, for additional details. 


Trade and... 


(Continued from page 13) 
zeel, Zaandam, wishes to export colored 
crayon pencils and black pencils. / 

N.V. Continental Tool Co., Arnhem, 
wishes to appoint an agent in the 
United States for the. sale of carbide 
tips to the mining industry, which jg 
making its own bits, 

De Bruin & Berends, Eyssoniusstraat 
32, Groningen, is interested in export. 
ing rubber transmission, conveyor, and 
V-belts, as well as mattresses, 

N.V. Viasfabriek “De Maas,” 145 
Polderdijk, Maasdam, seeks outlets in 
the U. S. for flax fiber for the man. 
facture of binder twine. 

Coop, Weverij “De Ploeg,” Bergeyk, 
is interested in selling to U. S. manu. 
facturers of finished draperies cotton, 


cotton-rayon, all rayon, and _ nylon 
cottor? drapery material. 
N.V. Confectiebedrijf “De Textiel- 


beurs,” Lippekerstraat 465, Enschede, 
wishes to export sportswear and clothes 
for workmen. 

N.V. Dictator Deursluiter Mij., Brink. 
laan 48D, Bussum, seeks U. S. distribu- 
tor or licensee for door closer. 


The Dutch Milk Can Export, Nw, Eb- 
bingestraat 73-75, Groningen, wishes 
to export various kinds of milk cans, 
Illustrated catalog available.* 

C. P. Fabrieken N.V., Groningen, 
seeks agents in New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and New Orleans to 
market liqueurs, coffee extract, and 
lemon extract, 

Chemische Fabriek “Gembo” N.Y, 
146-148 van Hallistraat, , Amsterdam, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent(s) potassium silicate for use by 
television tube manufacturers. 

D. E. Gorter, Machinefabriek & Re- 
paratiebedrijf, Hoogezand, Groningen, 
wishes to export marine engines and 
installations and hydraulic presses; also 
interested in acting as agents for sale 
and/or production of items for U. §&. 
manufacturers. 

Hardex Handelsonderneming, Singel 
259, Amsterdam, wishes to export small 
costume dolls, handmade. 

Hermes Agricultural Factory, Leew- 
warden, Zuidergrachtswal 5, seeks 
agent for the sale of fruit-, flower-, and 
bulb-, and potato-sorting machines. 

G. M. J. Heuele & Son, Prinsengracht 
484, Amsterdam-C, wishes to export 
various kinds of leather for orthopedic 
use. 

Hevea N.V. Vereenigde Rubberfabrie- 
ken, Heveadorp, Gelderland, wishes to 
export house slippers, rubber footwear, 
garden hose, and industrial hose, 

Hofman & Son, 7 Denne Street, 
Vlaardingen, is interested in selling 0 
New York jobbers or brokers who spe 
cialize in serving candy retailers selling 
specialty confections. 

“Jema” Keramisch Atelier N.V., Fort 
Willemweg, Maastricht, seeks outlets 
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in the United States for the sale of 
ceramic statuettes. 

Cc. V. Klaassen’s Koek Fabriek, Here- 
straat 90, Groningen, wishes to export 
honey cake to the United States. 

N.V. Houtwarenfabriek H. Kok, Nie- 
tap-Leek, wishes to export wooden 
clothespins to the United States. 

Lodes Instruments N.V, Oosterstraat 
38, Groningen, wishes to export to the 
United States medical equipment. 

N.V. Selectiebedrijf, Luidenburg, 
Werpstraat 6, Groningen, seeks outlets 
in the United States for the sale of 
lupine and other grass and feed seeds. 

N.V. Lyempf, Leeuwarden, seeks U.S. 
selling agents for instant pudding. 

* Jan Molenschot & Zoon N.V., 51-55 
Teteringsedijk, Breda, seeks agents in 
the United States, except California, for 
the sale of industrial scales for all pur- 


N.V. Chemische Fabriek “Naarden,” 
Naarden, seeks agency in the United 
States for fine chemicals. 

N.V. Nederlandse Balata Industrie, 
P. O. Box 14, Drachten, wishes to ex- 
port V-belts, and is interested in locat- 
ing a U. S. licensor of rubber goods 
products, 

N.V. Negum Brillant Plastics, Nieuw- 
straat 99, De Bilt, seeking national 


-distribution in the United States, pref- ~ 


erably one company which would under- 
take complete marketing, including ad- 
vertising, sales, and distribution of a 
plastic foot to be worn inside shoes. 

Netherlands Photo Engravers Export 
Assn, U. A. “‘Nepea,” Herengracht 332, 
Amsterdam, is interested in sales out- 
lets in the United States for plates, in 
color, for letter press and offset press. 
Illustrated leaflet available from BFC’s 
Trade Development Division. 

Netherlands Tool Manufacturing Co., 
28 Okeghemstraat, Amsterdam, wishes 
to appoint an agent for the sale of 
carbide masonry drills. 

“Nieuwpoort” Silverworks, Ltd., 
Nieuwpoort, seeks outlets in the United 
States for table silver and hotel silver 
of stainless stee! and _ electroplated 
nickel silver; also souvenir articles and 
castwork, such as ash trays. Illustrated 
catalogs available from BFC’s Trade 
Development Division. 

N.V, N.U.F.A., 2e Schinkelstraat 30, 
Amsterdam, wishes to appoint an agent 
or importer, or licensee, for the sale of 
clocks. 

N.V. Rubberfabriek “Ruma,” Fab- 
rieksweg 3, Hoogsveen, wishes to export 
rubber balls. 

Terborg & Mensinga, Appingedam, 
wishes to export gladiola bulb gather- 
ing machines. 

Terwindt, Arntz & Holtus, Helmond, 
is interested in selling to U. S. manu- 
facturers of women’s fancy woven 
dress materials, jacquard and dobby 
designs of rayon, spun-rayon, and 
cotton, as well as furnishing materials. 

N.V, Linnenfabrieken Van den Briel 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Business Leads in Burma Reported. 


The U. S. Trade Mission to, the Far 
East, during its visit to Byrma, reported 
substantial interest on the part of 
Burmese businessmen in establishin 
trade connections with the Unit 
States. Textiles, tanning materials, lum- 
ber, antiques, and minerals were among 
the products offered. 

Firms interested in trading with 
Burma may wish to correspond with 
the companies listed below. 


Import Opportunities 


S. Bose & Co., 125 Bigandet Street, 
Rangoon, offers to export cutch of 
Burma origin. Will sell direct or appoint 
agent for entire United States. 

Central Enterprises, 58 Strand Road, 
Rangoon, seeks a market in the United 
States for a variety of handicraft in- 
cluding lacquerware, ivory, handwoven 
textiles, caneware, silverware, artificial 
flowers, and Shan bags. 

Council of Burma Industries, 128 
Phayre Street, Rangoon, which serves 
as coordinator for many cottage indus- 
tries, offers handloomed cotton textiles. 

Dwajee Dadabhoy & Co., 180-184 Ed- 
ward Street, Rangoon, seeks to export 
cutch direct to users in the United 
States, 

The Eastern Corporation, Ltd., 325 
Phayre Street, Rangoon, buyer and dis- 
tributor of Burmese lacquer art objects 
made by cottage industries, offers to 
export up to 2,000 various items a 
month. 

Ellerman’s Arracan Rice & Trading 
Co., Ltd., 26 Phayre Street, Rangoon, 
offers prefinished teak and other hard- 
wood block flooring, doors, and window 
frames. 

Kan Htoo Co., 225-227 Phayre Street, 
Rangoon, would like to export direct or 
appoint an agent in the United States 
for Burma teak floor tile, parquet-type 
floor tile, and is also interested in pur- 
chasing machinery to kiln-dry parquet 
flooring. 

Merchants & Brokers Association, 
86th Street, Mandalay, is seeking direct 
outlets in the United States for beans 
and pulses, Types offered are sultani, 
matpe, butter bean, and white bean. 

Thinn Myint Aye Co., 132 Edward 
Street, Rangoon, seeks to contact an 
importing agent in the United States to 
distribute the firm’s handloomed cotton 
textiles. Samples and pricelist are avaij- 
able on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

U. Ba Han & Co., 83 Phayre Street, 
Rangoon, offers to export wolframite, 
nickel, zinc, manganese, and copper. 
Burmese Government analysis will be 
supplied upon request to the firm. 


Export Opportunities 


Biscuit & Sweet Factory, 84th Street 
between 28th and 29th Roads, Yon- 








dawgyi Qr., Mandalay, is interested in 
contacting U. S. manufacturers of bis- 
cuit-making memchines. Would like to 
receive literature from manufacturers. 

San-Ma-Tu Trading Co., Ltd., 153-157 
Sparks Street, Rangoon, is interested 
in importing equipment for complete 
reconditioning of motor cars; also equip- 
ment for servicing, greasing, spray- 
painting, and testing equipment. 

B. C. Shah & Co., 647-649 Merchant 
Street, Rangoon, is interested in. im- 
porting vitamins, antibiotics, and phar- 
maceutical specialties. 


Agency Opportunities 


Central Enterprises Ltd., 58 Strand 
Road, Rangoon, is interested in estab- 
lishing working agreements with equip- 
ment manufacturers and engineering 
firms to enable it to participate in bid- 
ding on projects for port facilities, rail- 
roads, agricultural development, and 
other projects contemplated by the 
Burmese Government. 

Yacoob Dawoodjee & Co., 118-122 
Sparks Street, Rangoon, would like to 
represent U. S. manufacturers of hard- 
ware, tools, building materials, and 
antibiotics. 


Australian Visitor To Seek 
Joint-Venture Arrangement 


S. Hoffnung & Co. Ltd, 153-159 
Clarence Street, Sydney, New South 
Wales, Australia, importer and sales 
agent of hardware, crockery, glassware, 
stationery, drugs, jewelry, sporting 
goods, toys, smokers’ requisites, etc., 
seeks a licensing arrangement with a 
U. S. firm interested in having a di- 
versified line of products manufactured 
in Australia. M. P. Webber, director of 
the firm, is scheduled to arrive in the 
United States the end of June for 
negotiations. 

The firm reportedly will consider a 
joint-venture proposal, manufacturing 
under license on a royalty basis, or any 


other arrangement satisfactory to the 
potential investor. 


Interested firms are invited to ad- 
dress their inquiries to M. P. Webber, 
c/o Michelson & Sternberg, Inc., 45 W. 
45th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 











U. 8S. exports of cattle hides and calf 
and kip skins were up moderately in 
the first 3 months of 1957, compared 
with the same period of 1956, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports, 

The most significant increase was in 
exports of sheep and lamb skins, which 
were up to 252,000 pieces, approximate- 
ly 43 percent over 176,000 pieces in 
1956. 
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Feedstuffs Industry in 
Turkey Wants Know-How 


A joint-venture proposal with a U. S. 
firm specialized in the mixed-feed in- 
dustry is sought by a State organiza- 
tion newly created to establish Tur- 
key’s first livestock and poultry .mixed- 
feed industry. 

The organization will operate under 
the corporate name of Yem Sanyii Turk 
Anonim Sirketi—Turkish Feed Indus- 
try Corp., Ltd—and will have the re- 
sponsibility of developing and expand- 
ing the poultry, dairy, and livestock in- 
dustry. 

The organization requires technical 
know-how in demonstrating, merchan- 
dizing, and operating, and in exchange 
offers stock in the new company, or 
profit-sharing payments under the con- 
ditions of the Turkish law for encour- 
agement of foreign investment. Ample 
local capital is said to be available for 
the project. 

The new corporation reportedly has 
the right to procure, process, and sell 
mixed feeds, import components, and 
buy public lands and buildings. The 
company has 15 new feed mills to be 
installed. ’ 

According to the organization, the 
potential tonnage sales of mixed feed 
cannot yet be estimated accurately; 
however, it is believed that within a 
few years one million to two million 
tons could be sold annually. It is said 
the company plans to supply mixed 
feed throughout Turkey, but for the 
present will establish mills in Ankara, 
and later export to other countries. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Yem Senyii Turk 
Anomin Sirketi (Turkish Feed Indus- 
try Corp., Ltd.), Buyday Bankasi, Yen- 
isehir, Ankara, Turkey. 


Tenders May Be Invited Soon 
On Parking Meters in Ceylon 


The Colombo Municipal Council] plans 
to install 1,000 parking meters in the 
Fort and Pettah, the principal business 
and shopping districts of Colombo, and 
tenders may be invited soon for the 
installation of these meters, according 
to the Times of Ceylon. 

Interested firms should communicate 
direct with the Roads Engineer, Munici- 
pal Engineer's Department, Colombo 
Municipality, Town Hall, Colombo. 








Australia’s 1957 wheat acreage is ex- 
pected to be considerably above the 
small acreage seeded in 1956, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

Present forecasts of the acreage, now 
being seeded, range from 9 to 10 million 
acres. This acreage is well above 1956's 
7.8 million acres, but sharply below the 
1945-49 average of 12.7 million. 


Industrial Property 
For Sale in U. K. 


U. S. firms desiring to establish manu- 
facturing operations in the United King- 
dom may wish to consider the ready- 
made facilities offered for sale by the 
Admiralty in the burgh of Invergordon. 

Invergordon is centrally situated in 
the agricultural area of Easter Ross, 
on the northside of the Cromarty Firth, 
and 13% miles northeast of Dingwall. 
By road, it is 35 miles north of Inver- 
ness, This special development area is 
said to be particularly good for the 
manufacture of fertilizers and feed- 
stuffs, or for the woolen, cannery, or 
tannery industries; however, the pro- 
moters indicate it could be utilized for 
any type of manufacturing enterprise. 

The site reportedly consists of 2 brick 
buildings, 4 corrugated iron buildings, 
8 huts, and a boat shed and has good 
road, rail, air, and harbor connections 
and ample water and electricity. 

Supplemental data, including sketch 
maps, are available for review on loan 
from the Investmént Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited t®address their inquiries to 
either W. A. Ross, Chairman, Ross and 
Cromarty Constituency Labour Party, 
1 St. James Street, Dingwall, or L. 
Maciver, Secretary, Ross and Cromarty 
Constituency Labour Party, 27 Gordon 
Terrace, Invergordon. 


New U.S.-Italy Directory 
Issued To Assist Traders 


The second edition of the United 
States-Italy Trade Directory, published 
by the American Chamber of Commerce 
for Trade With Italy, Inc, of New 


York, like the 1955 edition has been 
issued primarily to aid in expanding 
trade between the United States and 
Italy and to assist established and 
potential traders between the two 
countries. 


The 322-page directory lists 852 
American firms importing products from 
Italy; U. S. exporters to Italy; Italian 
importers, exporters and agents; brand 
names; and Italian manufacturing asso- 
ciations. The directory also contains 
legal and commercial information of 
interest to traders, trade and other 
statistics, and information for tourists. 


A copy of the directory is available 
for review in the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or may be 
obtained from the American Chamber 
of Cémmerce for Trade With Italy, 
Inc., 105 Hudson Street, New York 13, 
N. Y., for $5 a copy. 





—e 





—y 
Italian Machinery Maker 
Seeks Licensor 


Societa Ing. Davis (S.A.LD,), 
Italian manufacturer, wholesaler, 
and exporter of machinery and 
tools for electric and autogenous 
soldering including special gas cyl- 
inders, seeks a licensing arrange- 
ment with a U. S. firm to manu- 
facture and distribute in Italy all 
types of articles to which its me- 
chanical plant is adapted. 

The firm reportedly is special- 
ized in mechanical works and has 
a sales organization covering all } 
of Italy. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond, in French, Spanish, or 
Italian, direct with Societa Ing. 
Davis (S.A.I.D), 7 Via Busca, 
Turin, Italy. 











Irish Concern Invites 
Licensing Proposals 


An arrangement with a U. S. firm 
for manufacture under license of elec. 
tric irons, personal radio sets—partic- 
ularly pocket-size portables—domestic 
oil heaters, pop-up toasters, etc., is 
sought by the Irish company, Plessey, 
Ireland, Ltd. 


The .company is an associate of a 
large British manufacturing group 
which reportedly produces numerous 
electronic products including telephones, 
component parts of radio receivers, 
transmission systems, and other light 
engineering equipment. 

Plessey, Ireland, Ltd., does not require 
capital assistance, but is primarily in- 
terested in offering manufacturing fa- 
cilities in Ireland to U. S, firms wish, 
ing to avoid import duties on electrical 
goods. 

A copy of the firm's proposal is avail- 
able for review on loan from the In 
vestment Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested companies also are in- 
vited to correspond direct with the 
firm at Lissenhall, Swords, Dublin. 


U. 8. imports of cotton linters, mostly 
felting qualities, amounted to 13,000 
bales (500 pounds gross) in February 
1957, slightly below January imports of 
15,000 bales, and also below the 17,000 
bales imported in February 1956, -the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Linter imports during the 7-month 
period, August-February 1956-57, 
amounted to 100,000 bales, 22 percent 
less than imports of 128,000 bales im 
the corresponding months a year ago. 
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Brazilian Firm Seeks 
Expansion Capital 


_IMACO, S. A. Industria e Comercio 
de Moveis de Aco, a Rio de Janeiro 
manufacturer of industrial steel shelv- 
ing, wishes to acquire approximately 
US$70,000 for expansion. 

The firm seeks an equity investment, 
technical assistance, or a_ licensing 
agreement from a U. S, manufacturer of 
industrial steel shelving. The Brazilian 
firm is willing to permit the prospective 
investor to hold 55 percent of the capi- 
tal, and this could be contributed prin- 
cipally in the form of U. S. machinery, 

The factory is located in Duque de 
Caxias in the State of Rio de Janeiro 
about half a kilometer from the Petro- 
polic-Rio highway. The land, buildings, 
and machinery reportedly belong to 
IMAGO, S. A., and the company’s di- 
rector states that there is an excellent 
future for the firm’s products because 
of increased demand for industrial 
shelving in Brazil. Raw materials are 
said to be readily available from local 
sources. 

A brief outline of IMACO’s proposal 
is available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Inquiries may also be addressed 
to Anthony A. Lewis, director of the 
firm, at Rua do Carmo 27, Grupo 602, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 














The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad, .” 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 


as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address, 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 
Alcoholic Beverages 


Spain 
Hijos de Juan Antonio Peinado, 





June 3, 1957 


§.R.C. (Delegacion para el Extranjero) 
(producer, wholesaler, exporter), Vera- 
cruz 5, Tomelloso (Ciudad Real), wishes 
to export direct or through agent 10,000 
to 50,000 liters annually of first-grade 
brandy, packed in wooden boxes of 12 
bottles of % liter each. 


Animals, Live 
Malaya, Federation of 

Thiam Tet Emporium (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 23 Sultan St., 
Kuala Lumpur, wishes to export live 
wild animals including longtailed and 
pigtailed monkeys, tiger cubs, gibbons, 
civet cats, and otters. 


Art Reproductions 
n e 

Alfonso De Retana Tejeira (Reimpre- 
siones Artisticas) (producer and whole- 
saler), Lope de Rueda 16, Madrid, 
wishes to export direct 500 prints 
monthly of reproductions of 16th cen- 
tury engravings of panoramic views of 
Spanish and other European cities as 
well as Near East cities—25 different 
views in various sizes. 


Bakery Supplies 
Netherlands 

H. van der Griendt (importer of ka- 
pok, peanuts, coffee, oilseeds; manufac- 
turer of bakery raw materials; export 
merchant), 4 Villapark or Post Box 383, 
Rotterdam, wishes to export direct 
large quantities of tin greasing emulsion 
for bakeries described as % peanut oil 
and % water, having the following ad- 
vantages over pure oil: 

Does not penetrate the dough, is heat 
resistant, more economical (consump- 
tion is only % that of oil), neutral in 
taste and flavor, has a finer structure 
and better adhesive power fhan other 
similar emulsions, and is made of an 
absolutely nondrying oil. 


Clothing 

France 

S.ar.l. DEROY (manufacturer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler), 12, rue Richer, 


Paris IX*, wishes to export direct or 
through agent ladies’ readymade cloth- 
ing of rayon, silk, cotton, and tulle, 
including dresses, suits, evening and 
cocktail dresses, skirts, and blouses. 

Couture Rosy (manufacturer), 8 rue 
Francis Davso, Marseille, wishes to 
export ladies’ readymade wool toppers 
and coats, and cotton, rayon, and nylon 
summer dresses, of a medium price 
range. 
Doors 
England 

W. F. Schlesinger & Co., Ltd. (sales 
agent), 62 New Broad St., London, E.C. 
2, wishes to export direct up to 10,000 
monthly of Manor brand flush doors of 
beech, birch, mahogany, oak, etc., in 
the following sizes: 6'6”, 6’8”, and/or 
7 x 1'6” to 3’ x 1%”, 1%” and/or 1%”, 
Footwear 
Spain 

Miguel Gimenez e Hijos, Sociedad, 
Ltda. (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 





Pakistan Cement Plant 
To Be Expanded 


The Pakistan Industrial Devel- 
opment Corporation, in Karachi, 
plans to expand the production ca- 
pacity of its cement plant at 
Daukhel, District Mianwali, West 
Pakistan, and wishes to obtain 
quotations by June 30 from U. S. 
firms for the complete machinery 
and equipment required for this 
expansion. 

The plant, using the wet process 
method, is working with a capac- 
ity of 350 tons of cement per 24 
hours, and the Development Cor- 
poration wants to increase the 
capacity by another 500 tons per 
24 hours, wet process. 

Interested American firms should 
communicate directly with the 
Pakistan Industrial Development 
Corporation, Peyedecee House, 
Kutchery Road, Karachi, Pakistan. 











porter), wishes to export direct or 
through agent medium-priced, good- 
quality rubber and vulcanized shoes for 
summer and winter use, for men, 
women, and children. 


Moss 
Portgual 

Augusto Gomes da Silva Neves (ex- 
porter), 13 Rua Saraiva de Carvalho, 
Oporto, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 100 to 150 metric tons 
annually from July to December of 
unbleached Irish or black moss, Fucus 
Varicolusum. 


Picture Postcards 
France 

Lucien Chatagneau (publisher, whole- 
saler, exporter), 92 cours Victor-Hugo, 
Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to export 
photographic postcards in color of re- 
gional views and maps, folklore, etc. 
Samples available.* 


Religious Articles 
Portugal 

Crispim de Oliveira Monteiro (Pilgrim 
Virgin Studio) (sculptor and exporter), 
Silva Escura, Maia, wishes to export 
direct or through agent hand-carved 
statues and other religious and regional 
articles of wood, ivory, marble, plaster 
of paris, and plastic, luminous and with 
music. 


School Slates 
Portugal 

Fapoal-Fabrica Portuguesa de Ardo- 
sias, Lda. (manufacturer, exporter), 


Lugar de Rabila, Valongo, wishes to 
export direct or through agent various 
sizes of school slates, 
Textiles 
England 

British Overseas & Export Trading, 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter), Empire 
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House, 175 Piccadilly, London, W. 1, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
screen printed felts, novelty cottons, 
and spun rayons, 
India 

Gwalier Rayon Silk Manufacturing 
(Weaving) Co., Ltd. (manufacturer of 
synthetic textile fabrics), Birlanagar, 
Gwalier, Madhyra Pradesh, wishes to 
export its line of rayon furnishing fab- 
rics woven with a filament rayon yarn 
in the warp and spun rayon in the 
woof, dyed to desired shades, in pieces 
40 to 50 yds. in length, and 50 in. wide. 
Interested U. S. firms “should address 
all correspondence to the manufactur- 
er’s export house: Bombay Trading Co. 
Private, Ltd., State Bank Annexe, Bank 
St., Fort, Bombay. Sample of material 
and other pertinent data available.* 


Vegetables - 
Netherlands 

Rens Slot & Bonnet N.V. (whole- 
saler, exporter of vegetables, fruit, and 
potatoes), 1 Stationsweg, Broek op Lan- 
gendijk, wishes to export direct or 
through agents in New York, Boston, 
and Philadelphia, first-quality white and 
red cabbage in crates of 50 lbs. and 
enions in bags of 50 lbs., from October 
through April. 


Vending Machines 
Denmark 

H. G. Hansen (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 5 Mariendalsvej, Co- 
penhagen, wishes to export direct or 
through agent about 100 monthly of 
high-quality machines for quick chang- 
ing of coins for use at cinemas, sub- 
ways, booking offices, etc., adaptable to 
any voltage from 24 d.c. to 110/220 a.c. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Building Supplies 
Iraq 

Sanitary & Construction Materials 
Co., Ltd. Bab El-Agha, Rashid St., 
Baghdad, wishes to purchase construc- 
tion and sanitary materials, including 
electric lighting fixtures, plastic fittings 
for bathroom (seat and cover) and 
kitchen; glazed wall tiles in white and 
colors for bathroom; kerosene and elec- 
tric water heater thermostats; glass 
mosaic tiles in colors for decoration; 
ceramic floor and wall tiles for bath- 
room; marbrite or vetrolite glass colors 
for bathroom; 

Fireplace tiles, marble, and equip- 
ment; kitchen equipment and sinks; 
first-quality doors, aluminum and any 
other kind; and cast-iron drainage pipes 
and fittings, gully traps (bath tubs); 
cement, asbestos, and salt glazed pipes; 
folding doors, aluminum or any other 
kind; earthenware bathrom fittings; col- 
ored bath mats, rubber; water tanks; 
handcuffs; barbed wire; metal desks 
and office equipment: 

Cargo Vessels 
Mexico 

Enrique Lago T. (dealer in Mexican 

petroleum products, especially gasoline), 
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338-J Calle 60, Merida, Yucatan, wishes 
to purchase or charter two new or 
second hand vessels to transport 500,000 
to 1 million cubic feet of lumber each; 
draft: 15 feet maximum when loaded. 


Clothing 
Netherlands 


N.V. Confectie- en Textielbedrijf v/h 
W. Berssenbrugge-Warnken fimporting 
distributor), Groothandelsgebouw, Rot- 
terdam, wishes to purchase direct inex- 
pensive shirts for men and boys, printed 
and woven, flannel or cotton. Firm 
wishes Titi-model with horizontal open- 
ing across top of chest and two buttons 
at the opening. 


Handtools 
Vietnam 
COVAM, 26 Duong Tu Do, Saigon, 
wishes to purchase hand files. 
Lumber 


France 

A. Gilardi (importing distributor of 
lumber, manufacturer and exporter of 
moldings and floorings), 10 avenue de 
l’Armee des Alpes, Nice, wishes to pur- 


chase direct walnut and Douglas fir 
lumber. 
Machinery 
Germany 
INTERBAUMA, Internationale Bau- 


maschinen Handels- und Vermietungs 
G.m.b.H. (importing distributor, manu- 
facturer’s agent), 28 Rahlau, Hamburg- 
Wandsbek, wishes to import construc- 





investment in 





a BFC handbook 
for U. S. businessmen 


$1.75 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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tion machinery suck as graders, t 
concrete mixers, vibrators, and rela 
equipment. 


Office Equipment 
Union of South Africa 


Atomic Sheet Metal Works (Propri. 
etary), Ltd. (manufacturer of electrig 
water heaters, tea urns, water tanks 
and rain water fittings), Auckland §t, 
Paarden Eiland, P.O. Box 3697, Cape 
Town, wishes to purchase direct of 
manufacture under license office equip. 
ment such as locks, handles, runners, 
and shelving strips. 


Oil Burners 
Germany 


Boee & Ketelsen (importing retailer, 
wholesaler of- coal), 5/7 Hellbrook. 
strasse, Hamburg 33, wishes to purchase 
direct oil burners of all types for light, 
medium, and heavy fuel oils—light fuel 
oil burners to be equipped with shell- 
head or similar head. 


Plastic Raw Materials 
Sweden 


Yngve van Reis & Co. (importer, 
manufacturer’s agent with consignment 
stock), 34 Vasagatan, Goteborg C, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for good-quality polyethylene 
molding powders for various types of 
processing. Descriptive literature and 
pricelists desired by firm. 

Steel Products 
India 


Arthur Import Export Co. (importer, 
exporter), 166 Hornby Rd., Fort, Bom- 
bay, wishes to purchase direct the fol- 
lowing steel’ products:®3,500 Lt. thin 
steel sheets; 500 Lt. mild steel plates; 
3,000 Lt. mild steel sheets; 1,000 Lt 
mild steel flats, squares, and rounds; 
300 Lt. mild steel flats and rounds; 2,00 
Lt. mild steel flats, rounds, squares, 
angles, channels, tees, beams, and hot 
rolled bars; and 100 Lt. hexagonal bars, 
bright cold drawn spring steel rounds. 
Firm desires supply quotations. 

Popular (Imp. Exp.) Trading CG, 
Jhaveri House, 110 Medows St., Bom- 
bay 1, wishes to import steel products, 
as well as crude sulfur, etc. Firm also 
wishes to export spices, textiles, min- 
erals, etc. 


Tinplate 


Egypt 

Moschini-Terra (manufacturer's agent, 
importing distributor), 7 Maarouf St, 
Cairo, wishes to purchase direct and 


seeks agency for 1,000 metric tons of 
tinplate. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Crockery and Glassware 
Union of South Africa 


B. Suttner (indent agent), 506 and 
512 C.T.C. Bldg., Plein St., P.O. Box 
1971, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
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q@ockery and glassware, chiefly culi- 
nary. 

Electrical Equipment 

India 


The United Provinces Commercial 
Corp. (importer, manufacturer’s agent, 
manufacturer), 6 Ganesh Chandra Ave., 
Caleutta 13, seeks agency for electrical. 
outdoor transformer, indoor transform- 
ers over 33 kv.-a., indoor and outdoor 
switchgear, 


Foodstuffs 
Burma 

Messrs. U. Than Ohn & Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, distributor), 40, 28th St., 


Rangoon, seeks agency for canned pro- 
visions. 
Union of South Africa 

B. Suttner (indent agent), 506 and 
512 C.T.C. Bldg., Plein St., P.O. Box 
1971, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
food, particularly fish, in cans or glass 
jars. 
Footwear 
France 

Alcide Baubet (commission merchant, 
sales agent, manufacturer’s agent), 5 
Rue Gaudichaud, Angouleme, Charente, 
seeks agency for all types of good- 
quality rubber footwear for men and 
women, as well as for leather boots and 
shoes with vulcanized soles. Price quo- 
tations and descriptive literature de- 
sired by firm. 


Haberdashery 
Union of South Africa 


B. Suttner (indent agent), 506 and 
512 C.T.C. Bldg., Plein St., P.O. Box 
1971, Cape Town, seeks agency for 


haberdashery, 

Hardware 

Burma 

Messrs. U. Than Ohn & Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, distributor), 40, 28th St., 


Rangoon, seeks agency for gegeral hard- 
ware including handtools and builders’ 
hardware. 


Household Goods 


Burma 

Messrs. U. Than Ohn & Sons, Ltd, 
(importer, distributor), 40, 28th St., 
Rangoon, seeks agency for enameled 
ware, porcelain ware, vacuum flasks, 
pressure stoves, kitchen utensils, torch- 
light batteries, and toothpaste. 


Jewelry 


Union of South Africa 

B. Suttner (indent agent), 506 and 
512 C.T.C. Bidg., Plein St., P.O. Box 
1971, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
jewelry, particularly costume jewelry 
for women. 


Machinery 
Argentina 
Julio Cesar Crespo (importer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler, manufacturer of 


caps for gas containers), 1080 Junin, 
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Peru Wool Growers 
Seek Expert 


The Wool Growers Association 
(Asociacion de Criadores de Lana- 
res), Arequipa, Peru, considering 
the establishment of a packing- 
house in Arequipa for sheep and 
cattle slaughter and processing, 
seeks the assistance of an experi- 
enced U. S.. survey expert. 


The association is particularly 
interested in communicating with 
a firm which is experienced in this 
line in Argentina or in other Latin 
American countries. 

Plans for the proposed packing- 
house are not sufficiently devel- 
oped to indicate whether capital 
participation is required for the 
project; however, it is reported 
that only export financing of the 
packinghouse machinery might 
eventually be required. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with the asso- 
ciation at Arequipa, Peru, 











Buenos Aires, seeks agency for heavy 
agricultural and industrial machinery, 
including textile machinery. 
Greece 

CHROPAN (importer, sales agent), 3 
Iktinou St., Athens, wishes to obtain 
agency for woodworking machinery and 
confectionery packing machines. 


India 


The United Provinces Commercial 
Corp. (importer, manufacturer’s agent, 
manufacturer), 6 Ganesh Chandra Ave., 
Calcutta 13, seeks agency for roadmak- 
ing machinery such as crushers, cement 
jetting machines, etc. 


Mining Equipment 
India 


The United Provinces Commercial 
Corp. (importer, manufacturer’s agent, 
manufacturer), 6 Ganesh Chandra Ave., 
Calcutta 13 seeks agency for shovels, 
excavators, continuous loaders, big load- 
ers, and other equipment for mining 
operations. 


Optical Goods 
Union of South Africa 

B. Suttner (indent agent), 506 and 
512 C.T.C. Bldg., Plein St., P.O. Box 
1971, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
optical goods, particularly sun glasses. 


Pharmaceuticals 


Union of South Africa 

B. Suttner (indent agent), 506 and 
512 C.T.C. Bldg., Plein St., P.O. Box 
1971, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
pharmaceuticals. 


Picture Postcards 


France 
Lucien Chatagneau (publisher of pic- 
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ture postcards, wholesaler of postcards, 
stationery, and related articles), 92 
Cours Victor-Hugo, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
seeks agency and/or distributorship in 
western and southwestern France from 
American publishers of good-quality 
picture postcards, preferably Christmas 
and birthday cards in colors. Pricelists 
and descriptive literature desired. 


Railway Equipment 
India 


The United Provinces Commercial 
Corp. (importer, manufacturer’s agent, 
manufacturer), 6 Ganesh Chandra Ave., 
Calcutta 13, seeks agency for coaches, 
diesel engines, automatic sorters for 
freight cars, etc. 


Structural Steel 


India 


The United Provinces Commercial 
Corp. (importer, manufacturer’s agent, 
manufacturer), 6 Ganesh Chandre Ave., 
Calcutta 13, seeks agency for structural 
steel for bridges, dams, etc. 


Tanning Materials 


Colombia 


Vilea Ltda. (commission merchant), 
19-29 Carrera 7, Bogota, wishes to 
obtain agency for tanning pigments and 
finishes, such as liquid or powdered pig- 
ments and acrylic finishes, to be sold 
nationwide to tanning establishments. 


Textiles 


Burma 


Messrs. U. Than Ohn & Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, distributor), 40, 28th St., 
Rangoon, wishes to obtain agency for 


-cotton, nylon, and art silk piece goods. 


Germany 


Schweckendiek & Co. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 8-10 Speersort, Hamburg 1, 
seeks agency for cotton and woolen 
fabrics for men’s and women’s outer- 
wear. 


Toilet Goods 


Burma 


Messrs. U. Than Ohn & Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, distributor), 40, 28th St., 
Rangoon, seeks agency for toilet requi- 
sites. 


Toys 
Union of South Africa 

B. Suttner (indent agent), 506 and 
512 C.T.C. Bldg., Plein St., P. O. Box 


1971, Cape Town, wishes agency for 
toys, especially of plastic. 
Veterinary Products 
Belgium 

Carlo Gerard (importer, agent selling 
feedstuffs and material and products 
for the chemical and pharmaceutical 
industries), 26 Avenue de ]’Atlantique, 
Brussels, seeks agency covering Bel- 
gium and Belgian Congo from U. S. 
manufacturers of products and equip- 
ment used in veterinary laboratories. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia ‘ 

W. T. Chancellor, representing G. 
Bowsers Asphalt Pty., Ltd, Queen St., 
Brisbane, Queensland, is interested in 
sprayed asbestos and similar products 
used in the building field. Was sched- 


uled to arrive May 15 via San Fran- 
cisco for a 2%-month visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Statler Hotel, 930 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif.. May 18-26; 
Fifth Avenue Hotel, 5th Ave. and 9th 
St., New York, N. Y., June 1-29, Itin- 
erary: Los Angeles, San Francisco, De- 
troit, Chicago, St. Paul, Washington, 
Wilmington, Buffalo, and New York. 

Bernard Thomas McColl Jones, repre- 
senting Bernard Jones (Australia) Pty., 
Ltd., 8-12 Straits Ave. Guildford, 
N.S.W., is interested in obtaining cap- 
ital for expansion and promotion of 
products for the Australian market. 
Scheduled to arrive June 8 via Los 
Angeles for a 3-week visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Mrs. Anne G. Pecker, — Wil- 
shire Blvd., Suite 101, Beverly Hills, 
Calif. Itinerary: Los Angeles, Washing- 
ton, New York, Chicago, and Cleveland. 

K. G. Phillips, representing Viz-Ed 
Equipment Pty., Ltd. (importer, re- 
tailer, wholesaler, sales agent handling 
photocopying machines and projectors, 
photocopying paper, etc.), 149 Castle- 
reagh St., Sydney, is interested in pro- 
jection equipment, educational films, 
photocopying equipment, and offset 
printing plates, and seeks technical in- 
formation on reproduction of film nega- 
tives and manufacture of offset printing 
plates. 


Scheduled to arrive June 25 via New 
York for a 3-month visit. U. S. address: 
c/o The Manufacturers Trust Co., 55 
Broad St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Los Angeles, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Portland, and San Francisco. 

Horace E. Swain, representing Swain’s 
Industries Pty., Ltd. (importer of pho- 
tographic equipment, machinery, and 
educational books; manufacturer and 
exporter of plastic materials; commis- 
sion merchant handling frozen goods), 
267 Elizabeth St., Sydney, is interested 
in plastics, machinery, and photographic 
film. Scheduled to arrive during June 
or July via New York for a 3-month 
visit. U. S. address: c/o General Ani- 
line & Film Corp., 435 Hudson St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
cago, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. 


Austria 


Karl Ludwig Goedde, representing 
Gebr. Goedde (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter of ornamental and statu- 
ary art bronzes with black patina and 
polished edges), 9 Matrosengasse, Vi- 
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enna VI, is interested in selling unusual 
giftware direct to U. S, giftware retail- 
ers and interior decorators. 

Scheduled to arrive June 3 via New 
York for a 4-week visit. 


U. S. address: c/o The Austrian 
Trade Delegate in the United States, 
31 E. 69th St., New York 21, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Boston, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Mil- 
waukee, Chicago, St. Louis, Indianap- 
olis, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Washington, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York. 


Brazil 
Paschoal Bianco, representing self, 
1664 Avenida Rengel Pestana, Sao 


Paulo, is interested in visiting furniture 
factories to observe styles produced. 
Was scheduled to arrive May 15 via 
Los Angeles for a month’s visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Department of Commerce 
Field Offices located at cities on itin- 


erary. Itinerary: Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Chicago, New York, and 
Grand Rapids. 

England 

Muriel Ibotson, representing Dol-Toi 
Products (Stamford), Ltd. Uffington 
Rd., Stamford, Lincolnshire, is inter- 
ested in exporting wooden dollhouse 


furniture. Was scheduled to arrive May 
18 via New York for a 1%-month visit. 
U. S. address: c/o The Tudor Hotel, 
304 E. 42d St., New York, and 5 Jacque- 
line Dr., Downers Grove, Chicago, III. 
Itinerary: New York and Chicago. 
France 

Georges Guillotte, export agent for 
Etablissements Serrano Freres (manu- 
facturer of fancy footwear, wholesaler, 
exporter), 1 rue Etchehoun, Mauleon- 
Soule, Basses-Pyrenees, is interested in 
meeting potential importers of fancy 
footwear, principally of canvas shoes 





NATO Work... 


(Continued from page 14) 


Force. Completion time for both proj- 
ects is 105 calendar days. 

Interested firms should apply before 
June 20 to Ministero Difesa-Aeronau- 
tica, Direzione General Demanio, Ufficio 
Studi-1 Sezione, Viale Castro Pretorio, 
Rome, referring to No. 070 for the Fal- 
conra project and No. 072 for the project 
at Foggia. Each firm should submit a 
resume of its qualifications on an ap- 
propriate form obtainable on request 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
a), D, C. 

U. S. firms which are not already cer- 
tified to participate in NATO work 
should send a copy of their qualifica- 
tions to BFC’s Trade Development Divi- 
sion, as described in the brochure on 
the NATO international competitive 
bidding program available from that 
Division. 


— 


with rope soles, canvas shoes with rub. 
ber soles and slippers. Scheduled to 
arrive June 3 via New York for a 
3-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Georges Guillotte, 
2666 Donovan Ave., Santa Clara, Calif. 
Itinerary: California and other parts 
of the United States. Interested firms 
are invited to correspond direct with 
Mr. Guillotte or Etab. Serrano Freres 
for photographs and other information, 

Marcel Alfred Haubtmann, repre. 
senting M. Haubtmann & Maier (im. 
porter, exporter), 5 rue des Franes- 
Bourgeois, Strasbourg, is interested jn 
the import and export of meats and 
meat products and seeks technical infor- 
mation on canning and freezing of 
meats and meat by-products. Was sched- 
uled to arrive May 29 via New York 
for a month’s visit. U. S. address: ¢/o 
Mr, William K. Shoemaker, 114 Birch 
Ave., Bala-Cynwyd, Pa, Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, and Chicago. 


Germany 


Hans Hermann Scharfen, represent- 
ing Hermann Scharfen, Machinenfabrik 
(manufacturer, exporter of meat slicing 
machines), 76/76a Ruhrstrasse, Witten- 
Ruhr, is interested in studying the U.8. 
market with a view to increasing ex- 
ports. Was scheduled to arrive May 29 
via New York for a 4-week visit. U.S. 
address: c/o National Transcontinental 
Trade Corp., Empire State Bidg., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: Chicago, Toledo, 
and Stamford. 


Heinz-Wolfgang Selle, representing 
Vereinigte Baustoffwerke Bodenwerder 
GmbH., Bodenwerde/Weser, Baustrasse, 
is interested in contacting manufac- 
turers of gypsum plaster boards and 
machinery. Was scheduled to arrive 
May 28 via New York for a 2-month 
visit. U. S. address: c/o U. S. German 
Chamber of Commerce, 11 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Buffalo, Kansas City, Los An- 
geles, and San Francisco. 


Hong Kong 

S. M. Chakravorty, representing 
Preimpex & H. K. Mercantile Corp, 
910 Great China House, Hong Kong, 
is interested in exporting readymade 
garments including shirts. Scheduled to 
arrive in the latter part of June via 
San Francisco for a month's visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Pan American World 
Airways, 80 E. 42d St., New York, N. Y¥. 
Itinerary: San Francisco, Detroit, New 
York, Seattle, and Washington. 


Netherlands 


Henk A. Jansen; public relations 
agent, 84 Olympiaplein, Amsterdam, is 
interested in ~contacting U. S. firms 
which desire a public relations agent in 
the Netherlands. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive June 2 via New York for a 2-week 
visit. U. S. address: c/o K.L.M. Book- 
ing Office, 572 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York and Hart- 
ford. 
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NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 








The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 

raphed copies may be obtained 
fy firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 

ield Offices. The price is $2 a list 
or each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. All are 
dated April 1957. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Austria. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Netherlands West Indies. 

Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Chile, 

Coffee, Tea, and Cocoa Exporters— 
Indonesia. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Honduras. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—El Salvador. 


Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers-—Portugal. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Austria. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers — Martinique, 
Guadeloupe, and French Guiana. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Jamaica. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Austria. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Algeria. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Burma. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Sweden. 

Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—Japan. 

Sawmills—Guatemala. 

Second-Hand Clothing Importers and 
Dealers—Syria. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Ceylon. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers and Manufacturers— 
Guatemala. - 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Republic of Ireland. 

Wool Exporters—Syria. 


Trade aid hae 


(Continued from page 17) 
& Verster, 2 Dommelstraat, Eindhoven, 
wishes to sell table linens and linen 
towels to department stores, hotels, hos- 
Pitals, etc. Firm specializes in jacquard- 

weaving with interwoven name. 
H. van der Griendt, 4 Villapark, Rot- 
terdam, seeks outlets in the United 
States for candied orange peel, granu- 
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larly fine chopped, special quality for 
solid chocolates and for filling bonbons, 

A. & D. van Eyk, Dijkstraat 45, Am- 
sterdam C, wishes to export vases and 
small fancy ceramics, such as neck- 
laces, and bracelets. ¥. 


N.V. Industrie & Handelsond®rneming 
van der Mark te Veendam, Kerkstraat 


22, Veendam, wishes to export pipe- | 


bending equipment. Illustrated leaflet 
available from BFC’s Trade Develop- 
ment Division. 

Dir. Maiburg, Dr. van Roon & Co. 
Chemische Fabriek en Laboratorium, 
Lange Einde 30, Waalwijk, is interested 
in finding U. S. agent for market or 
licensing arrangement for synthetic 
glues for footwear and textile indus- 
tries, as well as for mounting photo- 
graphs, 

N.V. Veiligglas, Vierwindenstraat 1, 
Amsterdam, wishes to export safety 
glass. 

Meubelfabriek “Wako,” H. J. Knig- 
gestraat 81, Stadskanaal, is interested 
in exporting to the U. S. limited quan- 
tities of Swedish-type furniture. 

N.V. Walco, 301 Aalsterweg, Eindho- 
ven, seeks outlet in the United States 
for knit outer garments for men and 
women. 

“Wood-Re,” 104 Hogeweg, Amster- 
dam, wishes to export imitation wooden 
religious and art objects. 


Export Opportunities 


Bekkers & Polak & Co, N.V., St. 
Antoniesbreestraat 29, Amsterdam-C, is 
interested in purchasing American 
alarm clarks, nonelectric. 

C. H. Botter, Waalstraat 55, Amster- 
dam-Z, wishes to import glass mats. 

Driessen’s Bouwstoffen & Tegelhan- 
del, van Oldenbarneveltstraat 85, Arn- 
hem, wishes to purchase building ma- 
terials and tiles. 

Technische Handelsbureau Gerards, 
Lomanstraat 31, Amsterdam-Z, wishes 
to purchase or seeks agehcy for popcorn 
and related items and equipment. 

Hachema, 74 Nieuwe Gracht, Haar- 
Jem, is interested in purchasing various 
chemicals. 

N.V. v/h G. C. Koopman & Co., Koop- 
man’s Huis, Sarphatistraat 64, Amster- 
dam, wishes to purchase direct from 
U. S. packers of dried fruits. 

Omnipol Maatschappij (Nederland) 
N.V., 15-a Oppert, Rotterdam, wishes 
to purchase from U. S. manufacturers 
of household, hotel, and restaurant 
equipment (not electric). 

Warenhuis van der Borg, Bijmegen, 
wishes to purchase plastic dolls, and 
all other items suitable for sale in 
department stores, except textiles. 

Technische Handelsonderneming De 
Erven van Dijken, D 5, De Groeve, 
Zuidlaren, wishes to purchase saw- 
blades and drills from U. S. manufac- 
turers. 

Drukkerij Vrijdag N.V., Anna van 
Burenlaan 1, Eindhoven, wishes to pur- 
chase from a U. S. firm all kinds of 





photo negatives, black and color, which 
can be used by firm for advertising in 
posters, cut-outs, ete. Firm specializes 
in printing cigar bands and wrappers 
for cigar and chocolate industry. 

Groothandel H. Wal, Winschoten, 
Gron., wishes to purchase cosmetics 
from VU. S. manufacturers. 

Firma Klaas L. Willems, Keizers- 
gracht 442, Amsterdam, wishes to pur- 
chase Northern white pine, Eastern 
white pine, red pine, Norway pine, Ca- 
nadian red pine, 5,000 cubic meters 
annually; also ponderosa pine, Western 
yellow pine, Jeffrey pine, and sugar 
pine, 2,000 cubic meters annually. 

N.V. Seweran, Herengracht 31, Am- 
sterdam-C, wishes to purchase plastic 
moldings. 


Agency Opportunities 


Gerard Bruning, Geldrop, is interested 
in acting as agent for U. S. mills or 
wholesalers of cotton textiles, including 
printed corduroy, suitable for making 
garments for. men, women, and chil- 
dren. 


L. van der Brugge Gzn., Vondellaan 
12, Amersfoort, seeks agency from U.S, 
producers of tinplate. 


Firma Daco, Harlingen, seeks exclu- 
sive representation for U. S. housewares 
and toys. Firm desires advertising ma- 
terial and catalogs showing latest line 
of novelties. 

“Economisch Beheer” (monthly), 
Feithlaan 22, Velsen-Driehuis, wishes to 
represent U. S. manufacturers of fash- 
ion clothes, and public relations agen- 
cies who have such manufacturers as 
clients. 

Filmaplast, Poplierweg 13, Water- 
gang, Post Ilpendam, wishes to obtain 
exclusive sales rights on a commission 
basis or outright basis for plastic semi- 
manufactures, residues, and raw ma- 
terials. 

W. A. M. Houtman, Vervanteslaan 
18’, Utrecht, is. interested in acting as 
agent for U. S. coal exporters. 

N.V. Noordmetaal, Weesparzijde 55- 
58, Amsterdam, is interested in obtain- 
ing representation in the Netherlands 
from a U. S. manufacturer of nonfer- 
rous metals. 

Uni Office, Ltd., Rechter Rottekade 
55, Rotterdam, is interested in obtain- 
ing agencies for electronic articles. 

Dir. Maiburg, Dr. van Roon & Co. 
Chemische Fabriek en Laboratorium, 
Lange Einde 30, Waalwijk, is interested 
in representing in the Benelux countries 
a manufacturer or licensor of plastic 
reclaiming machinery. 

M. Wijnberg, van Breestraat 131, 
Amsterdam-Z, wishes to act as exclu- 
sive agent for U. S. textile mills. 








U. S. exports of cottonseed and soy- 
bean oils in April were 101 million 
pounds, according to preliminary Cen- 
sus Bureau data, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 
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U. S. Mission Finds Potential for Greater 
Two-Way Trade With W. Germany 


Frankfurt Mission Report 


Morton J. Schwartz 
Trade Missions Division 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


German economic activity has undergone a tremendous revival 
in the last 4-5 years, the country surging forward both as an important 
market for the United States and as a source of supply for a wide range 


of commodities. 


The U. S. Trade Mission, recently returned from participation at 


the Frankfurt Fair after a very suc- 
cessful tour of 11 production centers 
of consumer goods, was impressed by 
the increased interest shown by Ger- 
man businessmen in two-way trade 
with the United States. 


In addition to the firms that were 
in existence prior to World War II— 
many of which have a long history of 
trading with the United States—the 
mission noted that an exceptionally 
large number of new concerns have 
been started by the younger generation 
and by some of the 11 million refugees 
from East Germany, most of whom 
have no knowledge of international 
trade but are eager to do business 
with the United States. In addition, 
Germany’s considerable “built-in” mar- 
ket offers the springboard for substan- 
tial foreign trade. Another facet of this 
situation is the fact that, while many 
Germans are large exporters to other 
countries, they do little if any busi- 
ness with the United States; now they 
are eager to sell to and buy from this 
country. 


Commodities Salable in U. S. 


Many everyday consumer products 
which Germany is interested in export- 
ing do not have the eye appeal so neces- 
sary to conform to U. S. buying pat- 
terns, according to mission members. 
It appears that, to American eyes, Ger- 
man consumers are less interested in 
design, color, and general -attractive- 
ness, but concentrate more on durabil- 
ity. The retention of durability, but 
with emphasis on eye appeal, would go 
a long way toward making these prod- 
ucts salable in the United States, in 
the opinion of mission members. 

Another commodity category in which 
the Germans hope to increase exports 
includes products germane to their way 
of living and require large quantities of 
hand labor.. Hand-carved cuckoo clocks 
are symbolic of this group. The mission 
agreed that products of this nature 
should be sold as representative of Ger- 
man tradition or as a memento of Ger- 
man life. 


A third class of goods—entirely new 
products—probably offers the most im- 
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mediate prospect for marketing in the 
United States, if they are genuine in- 
novations. Two items of this nature 
attracted the mission’s attention: A 
ball-point pen with the ball made of 
synthetic sapphire, the pen itself being 
refillable with ordinary ink; and a bat- 
tery-operated cigarette lighter. The 
mission felt that these products could be 
introduced into the United States with 
an advertising campaign geared to the 
anticipated volume of sales, and con- 
centrating on the mass market. 


U. S. Raw Materials in Demand 


Exports from the United States to 
West Germany show a preponderance 
of raw materials, Commensurate with 
an expanding West German economy, 
demand for raw materials probably will 
be in the forefront of total German im- 
ports from the United States. On the 
other hand, German consumers have 
become increasingly aware of the wide 
variety of products offered by the 
United States and appear eager to sam- 
ple these goods. Mission members cited 
the example of German consumers, mar- 
veling at the assortment of goods of- 
fered in Army Post Exchanges and ex- 
pressing the hope that similar mer- 
chandise would be available to them in 
their own stores. 

Despite this interest in U. S. com- 
modities, Germans are not impetuous 
purchasers, especially where buying 
habits indicate a certain pattern of 
conduct. For example, German prefer- 
ence for small mechanical refrigerators, 
even where the size of family and in- 
come level would indicate demand for 
larger boxes, puzzled U. S. manufactur- 
ers. This is owing partially to the fact 
that refrigerators are just beginning to 
become standard equipment in German 
households and to the German tendency 
to do their marketing daily. 


Sales Techniques Need Revision 


Although German efforts to increase 
sales to the United States are proving 
successful, mission members felt that 
much more might be achieved if cog- 
nizance were taken of sales techniques 


used in the United States. Mission 
members conceded that while this might 
require a departure from selling meth- 
ods utilized in Germany, the change 
would be desirable in order to meet 
competitive conditions prevailing in the 
United States. By U. S. standards, 
salesmanship in Germany, although ad- 
mirably suited to the local market, is 
not sophisticated enough to meet the 
demands of American merchandising, 


Mission members referred to the Ger- 
man merchants’ apparent philosophy 
that all you need to do is put an item 
on the counter, and if the customers 
like it, they will buy it. To offer the 
same merchandise in the United States, 
it was pointed out, American retailers 
would apply maximum efforts to cre- 
ate demand for the commodity, Le., the 
“hard sell.” 

German merchants must compete in 
many instances with similar types of 
goods already on the U. S. market or 
with commodities readily substitutable. 
Consequently, the mission pointed out, 
in order to bring their products to the 
attention of the American consumer, 
Germans should consider the advantages 
of advertising in the same manner as 
utilized for other commodities being 
sold in the United States. 

Much the same reasoning applies to 
American products being offered in 
Germany, but in reverse. Thus, U, S&S. 
merchants must find a satisfactory me- 
dian between the “hard sell” and the 
less strenuous pace of German merchan- 
dising, compromising between. the 
proved advantages of stimulating wants 
and the need to recognize the tradi- 
tional methods of German selling. 

This compromising becomes less of & 
problem with regard to advertising, mis- 
sion members stressed, since int-of- 
sale advertising if’ Germany is excel- 
lent and with minimum adaptation 
could be readily utilized to sell Ameri- 
can products. It will take time, how- 
ever, before the reliance on national 
advertising can be important in Ger- 
many because television and radio ad 
vertising are used only to a limited ex- 
tent and national consumer magazines 
are almost nonexistent, 

Implicit in buying and selling, of 
course, is knowledge of the market, 
Many Germans, especially in the numer- 
ous new firms, are astonishingly unfa- 
miliar with the wide ramifications of 


(Continued on page 30) 
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Trans-Europe Express 
Trains Scheduled 


Ten “Trans Europe Express” 
trains are to be provided this sum- 
mer under the cooperative plans 
of seven European railroad admin- 
istrations. 

Four of the trains will be sup- 
plied by Deutsche Bundesbahn. 
Also participating in the summer 
achedules are railroads of Bel- 

, France, Italy, Luxembourg, 
ee iands. and Switzerland. 

Modern diesel trains..will be 
used in fast service over 10 routes. 
routes. 











Crechoslovak-Austrian 
Power Plant Planned 


A mixed Czechoslovak-Austrian tech- 
nical commission after studying the 
possibility of joint construction of a 
power plant on the Danube River has 
recommended that a plant located at 
Wolfsthal, where the frontier passes 
through the middle of the river, would 
be mhutually advantageous to Czecho- 
slovakia and Austria. 


If the recommendation is approved 
by the Governments of the two coun- 
tries, construction of the plant is 
planned to be completed by 1963. 


The plant would have an average 
annual output of 1,250 million kilowatt- 
hours and in addition would improve 
upstream navigation between Bratislava 
and Wolfsthal, which at present is 
made difficult by rapid currents.—U. S., 
Embassy, Prague. 





Transport Rates Raised for 
Argentine River Services 


Rates for passenger and freight serv- 
ices on Argentine rivers were to be 
raised in May, the National Bureau of 
Merchant Marine and Ports announced 
on April 27. 

Percent increases for the various 
services have been established as fol- 
lows: 

Passenger service, except when pay- 
ment is made in Uruguyan pesos, 
percent; tugboat services, 20 percent; 
parcel post freight, 25 percent; lighter 
and launch services, 35 percent, the in- 
crease to take effect on May 12; goods 
in transit including transshipments, ac- 
cording to an established variable 
Schedule averaging about 35 percent. 

Transshipment rates also were estab- 
lished for ports in the interior of the 
country for which rates were not pre- 


Viously available—U, $8. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires, 
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Canadian Air Route Changes Studied 


The possible need for a new Canadian policy on commercial. air 
routes has been the subject of a round of discussions in the Canadian 


Parliament and in the press. 


The discussions were touched off by the Canadian Government’ 


announcement that Canadian Pacific Airlines would 


extend its Mexico City-Toronto route 
through Montreal to Lisbon, Spain, and 
beyond to Madrid subject to conclusion 
of the necessary international agree- 
ments. 


Many voices have been raised for 
introduction of competitive services 
across Canada on routes now monopo- 
lized by the nationally owned Trans- 
Canada Air Lines. At the same time, 
TCA has -expressed the view that it 
should receive new route awards, in- 
cluding one from Winnipeg to Chicago 
and one from Vancouver to Seattle. 

Canadian Pacific Airlines. has an- 
nounced that it will relinquish its Win- 
nipeg-Churchill route in favor of the 
rapidly growing new line Trans Air, 
Ltd., of Winnipeg. 

The Canadian Air Transport Board 
has taken under advisement the alloca- 
tion among several airlines of perma- 
nent routes into northern mining and 
defense areas. Mont Laurier Aviation, 
Trans Air, Wheeler, Dorval, and Mari- 
time Central Airlines have been in com- 
petition for routes stretching from 
Montreal to Val d’Or, Moosenee, and 
Churchill; from Val @Or to Great 
Whale, Coral and Hall Lakes, and Fro- 
bisher; and from Montreal to Knob 
Lake and Goose Bay. All lines recog- 
nize the importance to northern air 
development of allocation of routes, but 
at the end of April the Board's decisions 
were still pending. 


Contracts Let for Special Work 


Discussions were held in the first 
quarter of the year and in early April 
with a view to allocating substantial 
airlift contracts for resupply of the 
Distant Early Warning (DEW) radar 
line. The decision was made to award 
the contract for the line’s eastern 
sector to Wheeler/Dorval, the two air 
transport companies acting as a com- 
bine for this purpose. The final decision 
for award of the central sector contract 
has not been announced, although the 
choice has been narrowed to Canadian 
Pacific and Pacific Western. Further 
substantial contracts for far northern 
defense line work have been awarded to 
the Okanagan Helicopter Group. The 
latter company, said to be the world’s 
largest commercial helicopter operator, 
expects to have 44 aircraft in operation 
this year, 

In the first quarter, substantial con- 
tracts were obtained by the Canadian 
air survey and photogrammetry com- 

ny Spartan Air Services, Ltd., of 

ttawa fap photographie work in Brit- 


authorized to 





ish Columbia and magnetometer sur- 
veys in the Northwest Territories. The 
company now operates 47 aircraft and 
expects to add to its fleet during the 
year. 

The New Brunswick authorities, to- 
gether with private industry, plan 
this year to launch a large air attack 
on the spruce budworm in that Pro- 
vince, as in the past 6 years. The area 
to be“sprayed covers 5 million acres, 
double last year’s coverage. It is 
planned to use 190 aircraft, principally 
from the United States, as against 90 
last year, and to spray 2% million gal- 
lons of insecticide. 

Five U. S. airlines were selected in 
the first quarter to form an “Air Bridge 
to Canada” to bring about 25,000 British 
and French immigrants to Canada in 
the next few months. The carriers were 
selected by the Canadian authorities to 
operate the airlift under contract with 
the Intergovernmental Committee on 
European Migration—U. S. Embassy, 
Ottawa. ° 





Congo Studies Plans ° 
For Inga Gorge Work 


A Belgian Congo board of review met 
for the first time on April 29 to study 


the proposed plans of four groups of 
companies invited by the Belgian Gov- 
ernment to study the Inga power 
project on the Lower Congo River. 

Each group was to present its recom- 
mendations for hydroelectric facilities 
and industries that would be feasible 
with development of the enormous pow- 
er potential of the Inga, estimated at 
approximately 20 million kilowatts. 

It is hoped that the board will com- 
plete its report on the proposals by 
the first two weeks of September. The 
board will present a report, and each 
of the 10 board members will submit 
individual reports. 

The Government expects to publish 
the collective report and to use it as 
a basis for selecting an engineer-advisor, 
either an organization or an individual, 
to direct further studies and construc- 
tion.—U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 





United Kingdom cotton amp 
amounting to 1.075 million bales ( 

unds gross) in August-February 
956-57 were the highest in 5 years, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Road Work Progresses in Guatemala 


Quatemala’s highway programs were greatly advanced in 1956 


with 


erican support, and many new construction contracts were ne- 


gotiated, chiefly with American contractors. 
Tourist traffic to Guatemala from Mexico by land must still be by 
rail, however, as automobiles cannot travel over the Inter-American 


Highway until possibly November, when 
the dry season normally begins and 
the Tapon section of the highway may 
have been cleared of landslides. The 
southern end of the highway from 
Guatemala City to Barbarena was built 
in earlier years, and the two small sec- 
tions beyond Barbarena under construc- 
tion last year should be completed this 
July. 

The Pacific Highway between Retal- 
huleu and Popoya was virtually com- 
pleted in 1956. A Guatemalan con- 
tractor worked on the stretch of this 
highway from Coatepeque to Puerto 
Talisman on the Mexican border and 
was expected to finish it and join it 
to Ayutla by about November. On the 
Salvador border end of the highway 
all work was contracted except for the 
bridge across the border and should be 
finished by the end of this year. The 
completed part of the Pacific Highway 
along with the partly finished Quezal- 
tenango-Retalhuleu highway now pro- 
vides the best route between Guatemala 
City and Quezaltenango and already 
has reduced transport costs in the main 
agricultural region of Guatemala. 

The El Rancho-Puerto Barrios sec- 
tos of the. Atlantic Highway, which is 
to be graveled, was given priority for 
completion by force account and was 
to be officially opened in May of this 
year. Some trucking from Puerto Bar- 
rios to Guatemala City was done last 
year by traveling parts of the new 
highway that had been graveled and 
parts of the tortuous old route, which 
from El Rancho to Agua Caliente was 
the only road available while the new 
route was being built. 

The entire Atlantic Highway is ex- 
pected to be open by February 1958, 
when its Agua Caliente-E] Rancho sec- 
tion will have been completed, although 
the El Rancho-Puerto Barrios section 
may not be completely asphalted until 
the middle of that year. At that time 
trucking costs should drop substantially, 
which would contribute to a reduction 
in high transport costs, one of Guate- 
mala’s serious handicaps to economic 
development, 

Feeder roads off the main Guate- 
malan highways have been planned for 
development this year with the help of 
U. S. aid funds allocated for fiscal 
1956-57. Funds also are available for 
maintenance of the El Estor-Coban road 
and the Zacapa-Esquipulas road which 
leads to a religious shrine. Only nom- 
inal funds were allocated for roads in 
the Peten. 

A Government task force began 
building a pioneer road from Santa 
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Anna soythward to the Rio Machaquil- 
la last February on from $15,000 and 
$20,000 a month, and a domestic firm 
which had contracted for lumbering in 
the Peten had an obligation to build 
northward from Cadenas on the Rio 
Sarstun to Rio Machaquilla. Whether a 
tentative goal for joining narrow access 
paths there by June 1958 could be 
achieved is problematical, but oil com- 
pany activities begun in late 1956 may 
become an important factor in road con- 
struction in the Peten. U. S. Embassy, 
Guatemala. 


Argentina To Build 
New Power Facilities 


Agua y Energia Electrica, an Argen- 
tine State enterprise, plans to call for 
bids for the purchase of diesel gener- 
ating plants of up to 2,000 kilowatts 
generating capacity each, or a total ca- 
pacity of 200,000 kilowatts. 

Other electric” power plants, both 
hydroelectric and thermal electric, to- 
taling about 400,000 kilowatts also are 
planned for future construction. The 
largest of these is the Huelches hydro- 
electric plant of 104,000 kilowatts to 
be built in the Province of Rio Negro. 

Studies for the dam and hydroelec- 
tric plant at El Chocon on the Limay 
River are nearing completion. Plans 
for this plant, which will have a ca- 





pacity of 700,000 kilowatts, are ex- 
pected to be completed in about 2 
months. 


A number of transmission lines also 
are planned, including a 180-kilometer 
line from Mendoza to San Juan.—uv. S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires. 


150-Mile Pipeline Planned 
For Indonesian Oilfield 


Royal Dutch Shell Oil Company's 
new project in Indonesia, involving an 
investment of about $55 million, in- 
cludes the laying of a 150-mile pipeline 
from the Tandjung oilfield north to the 
refinery at Balikpapan, Kalimantan. 


The principal problem, yet to be 
solved, is that the crude oil has such 
a high wax content that it will not 
flow under ordinary pumping methods. 
Laboratory experiments and field tests 
are now being carried out at a reported 
cost of 3 million rupiahs to determine 
how best to pump the crude oil to 
the refinery (1 rupiah=approximately 
US$0.0881).—U. S. Embassy, Djakarta, 





—— 


Israeli Air Services 
Curtailed in 1956 


Civil aviation in Israel, like other 
phases of the Israeli economy, was ad. 
versely affected in 1956 by the outbreak 
of hostilities in that area and the 5. 
month ban on U. S. citizens entering the 
country. During the Sinai campaign 
foreign airline flights were interrupted 
or temporarily discontinued. 

Lydda airport continues to be the 
principal international airport in Ig. 
rael, furnishing a terminus for a large 
number of international routes, includ. 
ing Trans World Airlines, Scandinavian 
Airlines System, Cyprus Airways, Royal 
Dutch Airlines, Air France, Linee Aeree 
Italiane, Sabena, and Swissair. 

EL AL, the Israeli national airline, 
maintains regular semiweekly services 
to Istanbul, Rome, Paris, and New York. 
It has ordered four turbo-jet Bristol 
Brittanias which “it expects to operate 
in the latter part of this year. The new 
equipment is expected to improve EL 
AL’s unfavorable financial position. 

On January 30 Cyprus Airways re- 
sumed its weekly flight between Haifa 
and Nicosia, Cyprus, which had been 
discontinued at the outbreak of the Si- 
nai hostilities. 

Domestic air service is provided ex- 
clusively by an EL AL subsidiary, Ar- 
kia, which has introduced semiweekly 
flights from Haifa to Eilat via Tel Aviv. 
The efforts to develop Eilat as a major 
seaport city and the interest of tourists 
in the area has increased the number of 
passengers on the domestic airline— 
U. S. Embassy, Tel Aviv. 





New Nicaraguan Law To 
Regulate Power Industry 


Nicaragua has enacted a basic law 
for regulation of the electric power 
industry. 

Published as a decree in La Gaceta 
Diario Oficial No. 86, the new‘ law 
enumerates and describes conditions 
under which the electric power may be 
produced, transmitted, distributed, used, 
and sold in the country, and by whom. 

Application and execution of the law 
is the responsibility of the National 
Power Commission, which was estab- 
lished in March 1955. 


The principal object of the law is to 
regulate the electric power industry 
for the benefit of the people, stimulate 
the development and improvement of 
the industry, and encourage long-term 
private investment. 


Nicaragua formerly had no law or 


decree governing the industry, and each’ 


power company operated under the 
laws of the community in which it was 
established.—U. S. Embassy, Managua. 
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Costa Rica Now Has 
New Tourist Card 


Costa Rica’s most notable achieve- 
ment in the field of tourism during 1956 
was the issuance of a new tourist card 
which should facilitate tourist travel 
substantially. 

The new procedure was recommend- 
ed by the Sixth Inter-American Travel 
Congress, held in Costa Rica in April 
1956, under auspices of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, 

The newly issued tourist card may be 

d directly from the transporta- 
tion companies, along with transporta- 
tion tickets. The only requirements are 
the possession of a transportation ticket 
to and from Costa Rica, payment of a 
US$2 fee, and the signature of the 
tourist. 

Tourists entering Costa Rica in 1956 
have been estimated by the Tourist 
Institute at about 26,233, approximately 
21 percent over the 1955 figure. About 
30 percent of the tourists both in 1955 
and 1956 were Americans. Income re- 
ceived from tourists by Costa Rica in 
1956 totaled about $4.1 million, an in- 
crease of about 32 percent. The 1956 
tourist income ranked third after coffee 
and bananas in the value of the coun- 
try’s exports. 





Haitian Tourist Trade 
Shows Sharp Decline 


The number of tourists visiting Haiti 
in January dropped by 2,605 compared 
with the like period of 1955, official sta- 
tistics show. 

This major drop will be doubly felt 
because the Haitian tourist trade had 
been accustomed, year after year, to a 
substantial increase in the number of 
tourists visiting their country. Arrivals 
by sea totaled only 3,231, as against 
5,858 in January 1955. 

Many of these tourists were of the 
1-day visitor classification, although 
they spend a good deal of money in 
Haiti. They use hired car facilities to 
visit the city proper and the surround- 
ing mountainous country. Large amounts 
of tourist souvenirs and novelties are 
purchased. Some business enterprises 
are dependent on this 1-day trade for a 
large share of their annual volume. 

Hotels which depend principally upon 
air passengers for their livelihood also 
have been disappointed with results of 
the tourist season from December to 
April. Several of them had improved 
and increased the size of their. facili- 
ties.—U, S. Embassy, Port-au-Prince. 





Argentine hog slaughter for 1957 
now is estimated at about 2.6 million 
head, a rise of 10 percent over the esti- 
mated 1956 slaughter, the Foreign Ag- 
ricultural Service reports. 
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Mexican Electronic, Electrical Communications 
Industry Establishes Chamber of Commerce 


A group of electronic and electrical 
communication equipment manufactur- 
ers in Mexico has organized the Camara 
Nacional de la Industria Electronica y 
de Comunicaciones Electricas—National 
Chamber of Commerce of the Electroni¢e 
and Electrical Communication Industry. 


The chamber consists of the follow- 
ing categories of manufacturers: 


Equipment and apparatus 


Radio receivers for telecommunica- 
tions, radio broadcasting, telecontrol 
and radio-range finding. 


Radio transmitters for the same cate- 
gories. 


Equipment for the recording, ampli- 
fication, and reproduction of sound. 


Equipment and apparatus for the re- 
cording and reproduction of optical 
images. 

Telegraph equipment and apparatus. 

Telephone equipment and apparatus. 

Electronic equipment for telecontrol, 
“telemedicion” and servomechanisms. 

Electronic equipment and apparatus 
for industrial electronics and industrial 
electronic control. 

Telecommunications and _ facsimile 
equipment and apparatus. 

Electronic equipment for maritime 
and aerial navigation, including detec- 
tion and orientation devices. 

Physiotherapy electronic equipment 
and apparatus. 

X-ray equipment and apparatus for 
X-ray. 

Electronic equipment for measuring, 
adjusting, and testing. 

Electronic equipment and apparatus 
for localization and hydrologic, miner- 





Argentine Group Plans 
Tourism Congress 


The first International Congress 
of Tourism, which is scheduled in 
Buenos Aires in September, is 
being organized by the Argentine 
Touring Club in connection with 
the 50th anniversary of its found- 
ing. 

This Congress will be held 
under auspices of the Argentine 
Government, and it is hoped that 
delegations from many countries 
will attend. 


Alliance Internationale de Tou- 
risme of Geneva, Switzerland, 
largest nongovernmental organi- 
zation in the tourist promotion 
field, will support the Congress, 
the Argentine Touring Club has 
stated. 











alogical, climatologic, astronomical, and 
topographic measuring. | 

Electronic computers. 

Equipment and apparatus for the 
recording and reproduction of televi- 
sion magnetic tape signals and images. 
Accessories 

Electronic tubes, transistors, semi- 
conductors, and similar devices. 


Piezoelectric crystals, magnetostric- 
tion, and similar devices for frequency 
control, 


Printed circuits, 
Wave filters for various applications. 
Variable and fixed capacitors for 


electronics and electrical communica- 
tions. 
Resistors, inductors, detectors, and 


transformers of various kinds for use in 
electronic circuits or electrical commu- 
nications. 

Receiving and transmitting antenna 
systems. 

Electroacoustic transducers — loud- 
speakers, microphones—electromechani- 
cal transducers—phonograph pickups. 

Wire for electronic circuits or for 
communications. 

Interruptors, commutators, and con- 
nectors for telecommunications and 


(Continued on page 28) 





Visitors to Bermuda 


Increase Slightly 


Bermuda tourist traffic showed only 
a minimal increase in 1956. 

Visitors from all countries totaled 
108,855 in 1956, as against 108,550 a 
year earlier. The number of visitors 
from the United States was 1,875 less 
than in 1955, but this drop was offset 
by an almost equal increase from 
Canada. 

Discussions have been under way con- 
cerning ways to increase tourist traffic, 
and the Bermuda Trade Development 
Board has hired a top-flight professional 
tourist promoter. An analysis of Ber- 
muda’s income shows that between 60 
and 65 percent is derived from the 
tourist trade. Because of the wide price 
range.of goods in the United States, 
Bermuda merchants cannot compete for 
tourist dollars with bargains. It can, 
however, compete successfully in quality 
lines from Great Britain and the Euro- 
pean continent, which can be sold for 
less in Bermuda than in the United 
States, 

Plans have been announced for a 
$2 million hotel and guest house devel- 
opment on the south shore. No new 
hotels have been built in the Colony 
for 25 years, 
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Yugoslav Tourism in 
‘56 Down 19 Percent 


Yugoslavia attracted fewer visitors in 
1956 than the year before after a steady 
increase in tourism from 1948 to 1955. 
Visitors totaled 393,670 compared with 
485,294, a drop of 19 percent. 


West German tourists numbered 
87,965, or 22.3 percent of the total num- 
ber of foreign visitors, and spent 448,- 
617,000 dinars, or US$1,495,390. West 
Germany and Austria, the two countries 
most important to Yugoslav tourism in 
1956, accounted for. 32.1 percent of the 
total. 


Tourists from the United Kingdom 
totaled 39,611, approximately the same 
number as in 1955, and contributed 258,- 
143,000 dinars, or $860,477. A total of 
44,087 French tourists visited the coun- 
try, and American tourists represented 
5.7 percent of all visitors. The average 
American tourist spent 4,053 dinars, or 
$13.50, a day, the highest daily average 
expense rate of any tourists to Yugo- 
slavia. Czechcslovakia supplied Yugo- 
slavia with the largest number of tour- 
ists from East European countries— 
11,009, who spent 93,267,000 dinars, or 
$310,890. 

The Tourist Association of Yugoslavia 
has made arrangements for the 1957 
season with foreign tourist associations 
and agencies and has invited representa- 
tives of foreign agencies and members 
of the foreign press to Yugoslavia to 
witness the tourist attractions which 
this country has to offer. A 13-person 
group from the United States arrived 
in Yugoslavia on April 28 as guests of 
the association, although Swiss Air pro- 
vided the transportation. 

In addition, prices of hotel rooms at 
most places have been reduced from 7 
to 10 percent during the season and 20 
percent during off-season. 

Customs and exchange regulations 
have been eased somewhat and facilities 
for changing money have been ex- 
panded.—U. S. Embassy, Belgrade. 





Tourist Promotion Board 


Recommended for Thailand 
The Bangkok Board of Trade has pro- 
posed to the Government that a tourist 
promotion board be established to in- 
crease tourism and provide more earn- 


The Board believes that cities other 
than Bangkok and a few provincial 
towns can be developed as tourist at- 
tractions. The Tourist Promotion Board 
would be composed of representatives 
from Government ministries, the rail- 
roads, transportation companies, tour- 
ist agencies, hotels, manufacturers, and 
others, who would improve facilities, 
conduct publicity campaigns, ease travel 
— and prepare proper souve- 

rs. 

A subcommittee, composed of the 
leading commercial elements, has al- 
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ready been set up by the Board of Trade 
to consider the problem. 

Thailand is awakening to the power 
of tourist spending, especially the dollar. 
Opening of the de luxe Erawan Hotel 
has provided a real impetus to this traffic 
and plans for improved facilities are 
continuing. The very old Oriental Hotel 
is building an ultra-modern 9-story 
annex that will be completed in the 
spring of 1958 and add about 50 first- 
class rooms.—U. S. Embassy, Bangkok. 





Mexican Electronic ... 
(Continued from page 27) 


electronic equipment, 
systems. 


Magnetic tape for the recording of 
television signals and images. 


Fuses, lightning rods, insulators, and 
insulation materials for use in telecom- 
munications and electronic equipment, 
apparatus and systems in general. 

Phonograph records, recording wire 
and tape. 

While these categories are somewhat 
visionary when related to products cur- 
rently manufactured or assembled in 
Mexico, formation of the chamber, 
which took place on April 11, reflects 
increased production of electric and 
electronic equipment and apparatus and 
a sincere interest both by manufac- 
turers and the Government in the indus- 
try’s development. 

One objective of the chamber is to 
conserve available foreign exchange by 
manufacturing in Mexico a larger pro- 
portion of equipment and apparatus 
now obtained abroad. 


Greenland Takes Action To 
Draw Visitors This Summer 


The newly formed Greenland Tourist 
Association is making an effort to at- 
tract visitors to that land. 

Despite lack of hotel facilities and 
good communications, tourists will be 
invited to visit Greenland this summer. 

Seaplanes will be employed for salmon 
fishing in the fjords and for sightseeing 
trips in addition to the coastal vessels 
operating along the southern coast. 
Also, construction of the first private 
hotel in Greenland will begin this sum- 
mer.—U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen. 
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Aruba’s first beach resort hotel at 
Basi Ruti was inaugurated in February. 
More than 600 people were invited to 
attend the opening, including all the 
leading Government, professional, and 
business people of the island and a 
number of visitors from Curacao and 
Venezuela. 

On March 1, the Deed of Foundation, 
or incorporation, of the Aruba Condado 
Caribbean Hotel, Inc, was executed. 
This firm will manage and operate the 
125-room Aruba Condado Caribbean 
Hotel, which it plans to build within 
1 year. 
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Estimated expenditures by foreign 
visitors to Canada in 1956 totaled $335 
million, an increase of 2.1 percent over 
1955, whereas Canadian travelers jp 
1956 spent an estimated $497 million 
abroad, an increase of 10.7 percent over 
1955. As a _ result, Canada’s debit 
balance on travel account with alj 
countries increased by one-third to $162 
million. 

U. S. residents traveling in Canada 
in 1956 spent an estimated record ‘total 
of $308 million, an increase of % 
million over the preceding year. Cana. 
dian travelers’ expenditures in the 
United States climbed to $391 million, 
an increase of $28 million.—U. S. Em. 
bassy, Ottawa. 





About 11,946 Americans visited India 
in 1956, compared with 11,028 in 19%, 
according to the Ministry of Transport, 
Indian Government. 

The total number of visitors from all 
countries that entered India in 195% 
was estimated at 46,000, exceeding the 
1955 total of 43,645.—U. S. Embassy, 
New Delhi. 





The total number of tourists to Egypt 
in 1956 reached the record figure of 
170,246, as compared with 149,459 ip 
1955, despite the absence of tourist 
movements during November and De 
cember as a result of the Suez Canal 
crisis. 

Estimated revenue derived from these 
tourists dropped from £E22,748,974, or 
US$65,289,555, to £E20,374,466, or 
$58,474,717. Of the total number of 
tourists, 21,685 were Americans—3 

rcent of the total—compared with 

481 in 1955—17 percent of the total 
—U. S. Embassy, Cairo. 


Through booking of railway paseen- 
gers between India and Pakistan was 
introduced April 1, 1957. Passengers 
traveling from India to Pakistan can 
purchase tickets at the Amritsar sta 
tion for Lahore and other stations in 
Pakistan, and the Lahore station in 
Pakistan will issue tickets for Amritsar 
and other important stations in India 
—U. S. Embassy, New Delhi. 








Tourism in Tunisia in 1956 was dis- 
appointing from the economic viewpoint. 
Tunisia, a land rich in tourist attrac 
tions, remained off the list of most 
travelers temporarily, nevertheless, it 
planning an extensive campaign 
attract tourists and is interested in 
expanding its hotel facilities. 

Tunisia will be host to at least on 
important international, nongovernme?- 
tal tourist conference in the summer of 
1957.—U. S. Embassy, Tunis. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





J. S. Fair To Exhibit 
New Plant Equipment 


The latest developments in plant 
equipment will be presented at the 1957 
Western Plant Maintenance and En- 
gineering Show, June 11-13, Civic Au- 
ditorium, San Francisco, California, 

More than 100 of the nation’s lead- 
jing manufacturers reportedly will ex- 
hibit the new, the tried, and the best 
in machines, equipment, supplies, and 
services specifically geared to the needs 
of Western industry. 

The types of products and services 
to be shown include: electrical equip- 
ment; heating, ventilating, air condi- 
tioning; instruments, meters, gauges; 
lubricants and lubricating equipment; 
maintenance tools and supplies; ma- 
terlalg handling equipment; paints, 
painting equipment, and product fin- 
ishes; welding equipment; power gen- 
eration and distribution; power trans- 
mission; buildings, building materials 
and services; employee relations, train- 
ing and safety; and management con- 
sultants and services. 

An important adjunct to the show 
will be the concurrent Western Plant 
Maintenance and Engineering Confer- 
ence where problems peculiar to the 
western United States will be discussed 
by outstanding plant-maintenance and 
engineering technicians. 

Additional details concerning the 
1957 Western Plant Maintenance & 
Engineering Show may be obtained 
from Clapp & Poliak, Incorporated, 341 
Madison Avenue, New York 17, New 
York, or 759 Monadnock Building, San 
Francisco 5, California. 


35th Bordeaux Fair 
To Be Held in June 


The 35th Bordeaux [International 
Trade Fair will be staged June 16-July 
1 in this southwestern French city of 
400,000 persons, at the Place des Quin- 
conces, 

Exhibits will include many and varied 
products displayed in industrial, com- 
mercial, agricultural and other sections 
by French producers and distributors 
as well as by exhibitors from Great 
Britain, Western Germany, Italy, Bel- 
gium, Canada, Japan, the Netherlands, 
Portugal, Switzerland, and the United 
States. A waiver of customs duties is 
granted by the French Government for 
exhibited items brought into France 
under bond, 

The fair will cover an area of over 
150,000 square meters, much of which 
consists of covered exhibit space. 

U, S. business men and tourists who 
wish to attend the fair may obtain spe- 
cial invitation cards, which provide free 
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admittance to the fair and certain pas- 
senger fare reductions on railways in 
France and in French overseas territo- 
ries, from French consulates and cham- 
bers of commerce in the United States, 

Some 3,000 exhibitors participated in 
the 1956 Bordeaux Fair, which was at- 
tended by an estimated 1.5 million per- 
sons. 


U. K. Electronics Show 
Features 340 Items 


The 14th Annual Radio and Elec- 
tronic Component Show, staged in Lon- 
don April 8-11, was well attended, fea- 
turing more than 340 different items 
representing the radio, television, elec- 
tronic, and telecommunications indus- 
tries. 

In the United Kingdom invitations 
totaled some 25,000, and manufacturers, 
engineers, technicians, and oversea 
buyers registered from 28 countries. 

The capacitor, displayed hy 20 dif- 
ferent firms, was the component to 
receive the largest representation. 
Printed circuit techniques and ferrite 





“materials were also of great interest. 


Approximately 25 firms exhibited minia- 
ture resistors, capacitors, coils, and 
rectifiers primarily designed for use 
with printed circuits. 

The show was organized by the Radio 
and Electronic Component Manufac- 
turers’ Federation (RECMF), one of 
the four constituent bodies of the 
Radio Industry Council. Allotment of 
stand space was made by ballot with 
the exhibitors paying according to the 
position drawn. 

“ Copies of the official catalog of the 
1957 Radio and Electronic Component 
Show are available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





National Confectioners Plan 
31st Exposition in Chicago 


The 1957 National Confectionery In- 
dustries Exposition, 31st in the series, 
which is staged concurrently with the 
National Confectioners’ Association’s 
Annual Convention, will be held at the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago, Ill, 
June 9-13, 

Exhibits will comprise the machinery, 
equipment, ingredients, and _ services, 
which are supplied to the candy manu- 
facturers. Machines from West Ger- 
many, Italy, and England reportedly 
will be on display. Buyer attendance is 
limited to the trade. 

Additional, details concerning the 
1957 NCA Confectionery Industries Ex- 
position may be obtained from the 
NCA Exposition Management, National 
Confectioners’ Association, Suite 426, 
221 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 1, Ill. 


Participation High at 
Swiss Auto Exhibition 


The 27th International Automobile 
Exhibition staged at Geneva, Switzer- 
land, March 14-24, was larger than ever 
before, the U. S. Consulate General re- 
ports. 

Exhibits totaled 815, as compared 
with 792 in the past year, and 642 in 
1955. Although attendance statistics 
have not yet been released, it is esti- 
mated that 280,000 persons visited the 
exhibition, representing about a 10 per- 
cent increase over 1956 figures. 

Trucks, other motor vehicles, auto- 
motive accessories, and camping equip- 
ment were among the exhibits which 
occupied a total of 24,995 square meters 
of floor space. All of the leading U. S. 
cars were exhibited, and attracted much 
attention. 


Motorcycles and motor scooters were 
not a part of the exhibition this year. 
These vehicles will be included in the 
automobile shows only every other year 
because of the recent decline in sales. 

The one display presenting automo- 
tive vehicles from Eastern European 
countries was the Skoda exhibit from 
Czechoslovakia, whichincluded several 
sedans, a station wagon, and an ambu- 
lance. A scheduled exhibit from Eastern 
Germany was cancelled about a month 
before the opening. 

This automobile show is considered 
one of the most important in Europe 
and the most comprehensive in the 
world from the standpoint of the num- 
ber of different cars exhibited. Switzer- 
land, according to one of the exhibition 
officials, is the only completely free 
market in Europe for the sale of motor- 
cars, as the only import restriction is 
a duty graduated according to the 
vehicle’s weight. Other European coun- 
tries restrict the number of cars that 
can be imported. 

Copies of the official catalog and 
other descriptive material concerning 
the 27th Geneva Automobile Exhibition 
are available on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Fancy Food and Confection 
Trade To Exhibit in Chicago 


The fancy foods and confections in- 
dustry will present their first Annual 
International Fancy Food and Confec- 
tion Show, June 9-12, at the Palmer 
House Hotel, Chicago, Il. 

Leading manufacturers, processors, 
importers, brokers, and suppliers to the 
industry will have their first midwest- 
ern opportunity to display their mer- 

(Continued on page $1) 
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U. S. Mission... 


(Continued from page 24) 


the United States as a huge hetero. 
geneous sales area, or as an immediate 
source of supply for almost any quan. 
tity of goods. Moreover, many are un- 
aware of the various avenues of ap. 
proach to selling here or of the variety 
of media for buying from the United 
States. 


Trade Techniques Explored 


One of the major highlights of mis- 
sion members’ activities was their abil- 
ity to provide on-the-spot information 
to foreign businessmen on the numer. 
ous trade problems that arose. Through 
personal experience, frequently in the 
very commodities being discussed, and 
backed up by the 1,100-odd volume Ii- 
brary, the mission was able to offer up- 
to-the-minute information on market- 
ing, packaging, distribution, merchan- 
dising, and a host of related topics per- 
taining to imports and exports of con- 
sumer goods. In addition, suggestions 
to German businessmen by mission 
members ranged from referral to trade 
papers, directories, and trade associa- 
tions, to making available U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce trade opportunity 
listings. Direct communication by Ger- 
man merchants with importers and ex- 
porters was stressed as the most im- 
portant initial step either in attempting 
to break into the U. S. market or in 
buying from this country. 

Mission members were deeply im- 
pressed by trade possibilities in the wide 
range of commodities brought to their 
attention. Moreover, they felt that much 
success had been achieved in clarify- 
ing misconceptions of Germans regard- 
ing two-way trade with the United 
States. The mission expressed confi- 
dence that the knowledge of trading in 
American consumer goods imparted to 
German businessmen was particularly 
important at this time when Germans 
were just beginning to have the means 
to increase imports of these goods from 
the United States, 


The mission, under the leadership of 
Thomas R. Wilson, Special Assistant to 
Assistant Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, in- 
cluded Alexander Boyd Campbell, 
Chairman of the Board, Mississippi 
School Supply Co., Jackson, Miss.; Rob- 
ert F. Kendall, Vice-President and Di- 
rector, Gotham-Vladimir Advertising, 
Inc., New York, N. Y.; and Harry G 
Selfridge, Assistant to Operating Su- 
perintendent and Quality Control Man- 
ager for Buying Departments, Sears 
Roebuck & Co., New York, N. Y. 

Argentine exports of lard increased 
from 10 to 22 million pounds from 1955 
to 1956, according to the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service. Shipments to Peru, the 
United Kingdom, Chile, and Italy ac- 
counted for most of Argentina's foreign 
trade in lard. 
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Swiss Economy ... 
(Continued from page 7) 

crease, with watch-industry products 
jeading. Metalworking exports remained 
high though falling slightly below the 
February totals. The textile industry 
was in a strong position registering ex- 
ports of 84.6 million francs, a gain of 
§ million francs over February. The 

ic industry has shown a steady 
gain although its total of 4 million 
francs ig not particularly significant in 
the overall totals. 

No important changes occurred in 
the country pattern. The Federal Re- 
public of Germany continued in first 
place as purchaser and supplier of 
Swiss goods, buying Swiss goods total- 
ing 81.3 million francs and selling 201.6 
million. The United States remained in 
second place. Swiss exports to this 
country reached 60.8 million francs and 
imports from the United States totaled 
100.8 million. Commercial exchanges 
with Sweden showed substantial im- 
provement. Trade with the Orient con- 
tinued at a good pace, although ex- 
ports to India, China, and Japan were 
off slightly from February. 

Switzerland negotiated a protocol 
with Ghana establishing commercial 
relations with the new country. Nego- 
tiations were inaugurated with Bel- 
gium, the Netherlands, and Luxem- 
bourg toward the conclusion of a trade 
agreement with Benelux. The Swiss- 
Netherlands Air Agreement was modi- 
fied in March to delineate new routes 
for KLM and Swissair. 


Capital Market Steady 


No particular change was noted in 
the capital market situation from the 
preceding month. The same degree of 
increased liquidity as compared with 
December 1956 was observed on the 
short-term capital market, and _ the 
long-term market continued _ tight. 
Loans were offered again at interest 
rates of 34 percent by banks or pub- 
lic authorities, such as the City of 
Zurich; at 3% percent by hydroelectric 
plants; and at 4 percent by the Federa- 
tion of Migros Cooperatives. All of 
these loans were fully subscribed, it 
was announced, but later the press 
mentioned that some of the mortgage 
bond issues were not fully subscribed 
and that some of the hydroelectric 
loans were a striking failure. 

The Grande-Dixence Dam _ project 
postponed offering its 40-million france 
loan from March to April and is offer- 
ing it at 98 percent instead of 99 per- 
cent as announced earlier. This action 
would indicate it was dictated by cer- 
tain market difficulties. With the ex- 
ception of the Rheinau-plant loan of 
January 1957, some portion of all long- 
term hydroelectric loans offered this 
year has been sold over the counter at 
below-issuance rates. Financial circles 
report that this is proof that the banks 
which handled these loans have been 
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unloading 
scribed. 


The Federal Council has declared 
that it could not be charged with the 
stablization of the mortgage interest 
rate. While the Federal Government 
must preserve the buying power of the 
franc, the Federal Council believes that 
it would be wrong to manipulate inter- 
est rates, as they are only indicators 
of the situation on the capital market. 


Federal debt repayments and in- 
creased investments by the Old Age 
and Dependent Insurance Fund had not 
eased the tight long-term capital situa- 
tion by the end of the month. From 
data available on the fund's invest- 
ments, it is evident that the fund has 
furnished the main supply of mortgage 
capital with the considerable amount 
of 257.7 million frances in the first 3 
months of this year. 

The Swiss Credit Bank and the Swiss 
Bank Corporation reached an agree- 
ment with the Austrian Inn Hydro- 
electric plant at Bregenz. The latter 
will receive from the two banks a 6.5- 
million franc loan for the completion 
of a winter plant in the Vorarlberg 
Alps. In repayment of the loan pro- 
vides that Switzerland will be supplied 
with electricity for the amount to be 
repaid as fixed in the agreement.—U. S. 
Embassy, Bern, 


those portions not sub- 





Sharp Decline... 
(Continued from page 6) 


duction has occurred in the number of 
plans and projects announced for the 
creation of new industries and expan- 
sion of existing ones, Representatives 
of various firms stated that they are 
waiting for Government guaranties on 
the future availability of essential im- 
ports of machinery and raw materials 
before investing additional sums of 
money for factory construction and ex- 
pansion. The Government began to de- 
fine the extent of protection and 
guaranties it will give to new firms and 
also what, in return, it will demand by 
way of production guaranties from such 
companies. 

Government Decree No. 0751 of April 
14, 1957, more clearly defined the regu- 
lations under which drug importers will 
be able to import drugs not produced 
locally, reducing from 60 percent to 10 
percent the import stamp tax applicable 
to these products. Local drug importing 
firms report, however, that the new 
decree is still far short of the detailed 
announcement which they had _ ex- 
pected and that the Government still 
can be completely arbitrary as to which 
drugs must be imported at the high 
stamp-tax rate and which must be im- 
ported at the low rate. 

The Minister of Development, after 
making a tour of four automotive as- 
sembly plants now in various stages of 
construction in Bogota, announced that 
such plants will be expected to utilize 
local materials up to 40 percent of the 


value of the finished product. No decree 
to this effect has been promulgated 
but most company representatives say 
that they have begun to revamp their 
plans accordingly, . 

The chief concern now of such com- 
panies is whether the 40-percent figure 
includes labor costs as part of the over- 
all cost and also whether they will be 
allowed a reasonable time after pro- 
duction begins to .establish additional 
local sources for certain products to 
achieve the 40-percent local production 
figure. Some sources state that a simi- 
lar requirement will be placed on other 
local assembly-type industries to have 
them utilize local products to the fullest 
extent possible. 


Steelworks To Expand 


The Paz del Rio Steelworks reported- 
ly will launch an expansion of its fa- 
cilities soon which will cost about 
US$35 million. Financing will, it is re- 
ported, emanate from European and 
U. S. sources and from the Govern- 
ment’s Corporacion Nacional de Pro- 
duccion (CNP). The enabling statutes 
of the CNP, a new Government organ- 
ization formed to aid and encourage 
local industrialization, reportedly have 
been approved but no decree to that 
effect has been published. 

Petroleum production in 1957 has con- 
tinued at encouraging levels. Production 
statistics disclosed that in each of the 
past 3 months crude production has 
exceeded the average monthly produc- 
tion record for 1956. No significant new 
discoveries were made but drilling con- 
tinued at an accelerated rate. 

U. S. geologists and technicians in 
the employ of the Golden Cycle Corpo- 
ration again spent several weeks in Co- 
lombia studying the uranium deposits in 
the vicinity of California in the De- 
partment of Santander. Various opti- 
mistic statements concerning the ex- 
ploitation of these deposits and the 
building of a separation plant at Buca- 
maranga have appeared but without 
indication of when actual work on these 
projects may begin.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bogota. 





Fancy Food... 

(Continued from page 29) 
chandise to the trade. Exhibits will 1n- 
clude domestic and imported fine foods, 
candies and delicacies, new products, 
wines and liqueurs, packaging materials, 
containers, and many other related 
products. 

Buyer attendance, which is limited 
to the trade, will represent a variety 
of fine food stores, such as the gourmet 
specialty shops, restaurant shops, epicu- 
rean shops, gift shops, delicatessens, 
drug and grocery stores. 

Additionel details concerning the first 
Annual International Fancy Food and 
Confection Show may be directed to 
the management, Helen Brett Trade 
Shows, Inc., 6 East Monroe Street, Chi- 
cago 3, Il. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 








Cotton Textile Import Statistics 
To Be Improved Beginning in July 


More detailed statistics on cotton textile imports from all countries 
will be collected and published by the United States beginning July 1, 
Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks has announced. 

“This action is a step forward in the efforts which the Government 
is making to keep the business community and the public better in- 


formed about the volume of cotton tex- 
tile imports and their relationship to 
the domestic textile situation,” Secre- 
tary Weeks said. 

This country indicated it would move 
to obtain fuller information on the vol- 
ume of cotton textile imports early 
this year after the Japanese Govern- 
ment announced its 5-year program for 
control of cotton textile shipments to 
the United States. ' 

New statistics will be in terms of a 
revised and modernized classification, 
which has been developed because of the 
great interest in cotton textile imports. 
The interest has been stimulated by an 
increased volume of such imports in the 
past 2 years. 

To provide for continuity, the Bureau 
of Census, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, will continue to publish monthly 
import statistics for cotton texfiles on 
the present basis. In addition, Census 
will publish monthly statistics summar- 
ized on the revised basis. 

New statistics on the revised basis 
will provide, for example, for separation 
of a number of apparel items now com- 
bined in the statistics. For some apparel 
items, a further breadowr will be made 
by material of which made—gingham, 
corduroy, poplin, etc. For cotton cloth, 
distinctions will be made by material 
and by whether the yarn was carded or 
combed. 


New Procedures Set Up 


Obtaining and publishing cotton tex- 
tile import statistics on both the present 
basis and revised basis will be accom- 
plished by requiring importers to fur- 
nish Census with figures in accordance 
with a new reporting manual, “Statisti- 
cal Requirements for Reporting Imports 
of Cotton Manufactures.” Importers will 
provide detailed information which can 
be summarized into each of the two 
series of statistics to be made available 
for July and subsequent months. 

The Department of Commerce and 
the Treasury Department’s Bureau of 
Customs are issuing regulations simul- 
taneously to require that the more de- 
tailed descriptions be shown on the 
import entry form and also on an annex 
to the customs invoice for cotton tex- 
tiles. The entry form ordinarily is pre- 
pared by the importer or customs 
broker; the invoice by the foreign sup- 
plier, 

As part of the program for obtaining 
more complete and accurate data, spe- 
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cial efforts will be made at the time of 
clearance of the merchandise through 
customs to verify the origin of U. S. 
cptton textile imports and to identify 
instances in which the original destina- 
tion has been changed. 


Revised reporting requirements cover 
the entrie range of cotton manufac- 
tures, including yarn, fabric, woven and 
knit garments and household goods 
made of cotton or in chief value cotton. 
A new commodity numbering system 
will be employed in which the letter X 
will precede all numbers. 

Secretary Weeks added that domestic 
production statistics of textile and ap- 
parel items also are being reviewed. 





W. German Machinery 
Output Reaches Peak 


West German machinery production 
in 1956 increased in value by 14.7 per- 
cent to 16.37 billion German marks, a 
record year, according to the German 
Machinery Construction Association's 
statistical report. 

The value of exports rose even faster, 
by 21.4 percent, to a total of 5.87 bil- 
lion marks, so that West Germany now 
ranks second—after the United States 
—as the leading machinery-exporting 
country (4.2 German marks=US$1). 
Exports to Canada increased by about 
60 percent and to the United States, 
by more than 40 percent. The United 
States has become the largest oversea 
market for German machinery, fol- 
lowed by India. 

Imports, which rose by 28.9 percent, 
reached 0.88 billion marks. About 50 
percent of imported machines came 
from the United States and Switzer- 
land. 

A backlog of orders in West German 
machinery construction has declined 
slightly, as a result of increased pro- 
duction which made shorter delivery 
periods possible, according to the As- 
sociation’s report. The index of orders 
received rose by 5 percent, attributable 
exclusively to increased export orders, 
whereas domestic orders fell behind. 

The report implied considerable con- 
cern over the growing discrepancy be- 
tween productive capacity and orders 
received, the German economic press 
points out, Since unused capacity re- 

(Continued on page 34) 


World Rubber Production 
Rises; Consumption Dips 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 165,000 long tons in March 
1957, compared with 132,500 tons fq 
March 1956, according to the Business 
and Defense Services Administration, 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Output in the first 3 months of this 
year was estimated at 445,000 tons, as 
against 420,000 tons in the correspond. 
ing period a year ago. 

World consumption of natural rubber 
Was placed at 157,500 tons in March 
1957, compared with 160,000 tongs ip 
March 1956. In the first 3 months of 
1957, consumption was 467,500 tons, 
and in the like period of 1956, 482,500 
tons. Estimated imports of natural 
‘rubber into U.S.S.R. and communist 
China, included in these figures, totaled 
13,750 tons in March 1957, 13,225 in 
March 1956, 34,450 tons in January- 
March 1957, and 49,625 tons in January- 
March 1956. 


Synthetic rubber production in March 
1957, excluding iron-curtain countries, 
was estimated at 105,000 tons, and con- 
sumption at 110,000 tons. In March 
1956, output was 105,772 tons, and con- 
sumption, 97,500 tons. In the first 3 
months of this year production totaled 
307,500 tons, and consumption, 320,000 
tons, whereas in 1956 the figures were 
309,685 tons, and 292,500 tons, respec- 
tively, 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 787,500 tons in 
the first 3 months of 1957, compared 
with 775,000 tons. U. S. consumption 
increased 2.1 percent—from 384,894 to 
393,165 tons; consumption in foreign 
countries, excluding U.S.S.R. and com- 
munist China, rose 5.7 percent—from 
340,500 tons to 359,900 tons. 





Austrian Group Promotes 
Cotton Textiles 


An Austrian Cotton Institute 
has been established by the Aus- 
trian Cotton Spinners and Weav- 
ers’ Association to deal with all 
problems connected with cotton 
textiles and to acquaint con- 
sumers with the industry's latest 
products and improvements of 
quality. 

The Institute is designed to 
serve both the consumer and the 
cotton textile industry; thus, Aus- 
tria has joined the cotton promo- 
tion program which is being car- 
ried out by a number of European 
and non-European countries. 
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Norway Has Best Year 
In Minerals, Metals 


Record production and high prices 
made 1956 the most prosperous year in 
history for the Norwegian minerals and 
metals producers, according to a report 
from the U. S. Embassy at Oslo. 

The export value of ores, base metals, 
and products thereof reached 1,472 

j crowns in 1956, a 31 percent 
poost over 1955 (1 Norwegian crown= 
US$0.14). Exports of base metal alone 


rose to 1,195 million crowns, or 35 per- 


cent above 1955. For the first time, base 
metals exceeded pulp and paper as the 
leading foreign exchange earner. 

Exports also increased in most cate- 
gories. Iron and steel, ferroalloys, and 
aluminum showed the most significant 
increases. 

Much activity took place in the search 
for new mineral deposits in 1956. Al- 
though no comprehensive survey of find- 
ings of new ore deposits in presently 
operated mines is yet available, scat- 
tered reports indicate that exploitation 
of several mines is secured for a longer 
period than formerly expected. 


The most important new project to be 
realized in the near future is the open- 
ing of a new ilmenite mine by Norway's 
sole producer. Ilmenite-bearing ore 
amounting to some 350 million tons has 
been found. A 75-million-crown ore- 
dressing plant will be constructed to 
increase ilmenite output to more than 
300,000 tons a year, or nearly twice that 
of the past few years. This company is 
the first foreign-controlled one to re- 
ceive from the Government a new min- 
ing concession in Norway after World 
War II. 


Details concerning major trends in 
the metals and minerals industry are 
contained in Dispatch No. 770, May 8, 
1957, from Oslo on preliminary minerals 
and metals. Interested firms may obtain 
a loan copy from Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C, 


Haiti Gets New Sugar Mill 
With 20,000 Ton Capacity 


A sugar mill, l'Usine Sucriere des 
Cayes—also known as La Centrale 
Dessalines—began operation in Haiti on 
April 1, according to the Port-au-Prince 
press, 


‘The mill has an annual capacity of 
20,000 tons, but the production this 
year is expected to be only 12,500 tons, 
according to the U. S. Embassy at Port- 
au-Prince. 

The Government rebuilt the mill, 
which was purchased from private 
owners who had been unable to operate 
it profitably. Technicians and machinery 
from Puerto Rico were used in the 
reconstruction. : 
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COMMODITY NEWS 


U. S. Coffee Imports Off 23 Percent 


U. S. imports of green coffee in March 1957 totaled 241.8 million 
pounds, down 23.8 percent from the preceding month and 23.5 percent 
from March 1956, the Business and Defense Services Administration, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, reports. 

March imports were valued at $119.8 million. The average value 
per pound was $0.496 in March, as compared with $0.515 in February 


and $0.532 in January. 


Imports for the first quarter of 1957 totaled 825.7 million pounds, 
a decrease of 3.2 percent below the first quarter of 1956. 


U. S. Imports of Green Coffee by Country of Origin, 
March and First Quarter of 1956 and 1957 


{Thousand pounds] 































































































Country of origin March January-March Year 
1956 1957 1956! 
North America 44,708 71,520 172,314 209, 472,252 
Mexico... 14,450 897 57, 57, 14 
Guatemala 12,540 11,506 35, 43,565 107,767 
i onayeee <a — le = 38 
vador , 365 255 839 
Honduras 2,770 3,391 603 4, 483 
Nicaragua 4,660 6,585 11,305 18, 27,569 
CORI RII scchenscesapiectieennseddiaiagedasvecnesntinad 8,591 323 6197 1,496 10,608 
TORR, BO CC annie, wa  —<_ "4 “2 2 a > eee 
Canal Zone  ......0.0. Is yn OR i OF Boe 76 240 
TR RR 81 6,863 1,16 12,761 26,422 
Jamaica 106 33 1 497 
IE, snicecasteialetieeds 512 1,841 1, 5, 11,272 
Dominican Repuplic ccccssssessvesssveeveess 623 7,578 9, 26, 60,643 
Trinidad and Tobago .........cccsseseseseseees 606 138 7 aa 922 
See - AA CINEO) encnccinaee ten 0° Se = ee 21 214 
Dee ND. crtkcreitditinrniiepitenesennct 151,024 213,897 542,420 569,165 1,993,369 
Colombia 1,490 61,855 129,817 177 602,743 
eR RG te de rte 3227 4,248 8,231 13,670 12, 41,543 
SINNER *Girecisccscesinsncoricaneeutasmiandaniiaaids a -Saeoe 76 59 
Ecuador 1,005 << 5,815 3 28,980 
POUL .- susisaiiibninemniiitegcantipiiieeatamimtianintggandiden 601 2,084 9,579 
pS RECT SEs ET ee actemeie >  hiatiliag : TTD ae 55 
BEG opcnnvacimiiaiiliona weve 118,769 147,224 391,008 875,403 1,310,410 
pee ee ee ee Mie: eee 1,224 841 3,999 2,671 14,497 
I I a iiecittinetmnpstiantrienlens 9 7 9 1 214 
Arabia Peninsula States, n.é.s. ....... 659 9 2,701 2, 6,948 
DMS > orais. Scsitndiaistntacclcindiadiamabnahittnndt, blithe 88 95 897 
British Malaya ....... B divcosiiiin 198 
SII <---\ccxsevitllbenintencatonsutaiialinedibins 1.165 1 6,309 
Portuguese Asia 187 265 431 
pe eee 30,172 106,932 71,584 $29,565 
a Cae eee ee 156 267 1,683 
Peet We. ALVIN cccmnunansnnnmreis 12,243 6, 22,451 14,8 50,021 
TINIE, > etaccsnsnvenssensasssaerenensoreenanebamnineniiientonm 'S ceeeannia RE ot 312 
MED * cnccduncciteaeins be > gue SS  -  llblaty 224 
"SS Ae." oes 56 4 56 1,683 
MN enineuniietacieahtiinncen aed 11,433 35,1 23, 102,479 
W. Portuguese Africa 135 6 
oO “SE ee 40 44 289 
Belgian Congo 2.0... 1,882 + 5, 
STII. ecstevenstbienreveqnesianittintlpaitibsiictencsnatth 4,831 4,3 9, 
pe a Re.’ 4,397 15,574 10,6 60,684 
Madagascar .. 142 13,563 6,1 17,197 
IEE co cervsvsestagsmectaiinctoceorenchinenapteneete pen: - tiemeiee -(ot ot seein 72 
fe 315,980 825,665 853,245 2,809,683 
Total value ($1,000) cccccssseceessessecseesssnsneses $159,681 $424,922 $423,790 $1,497,744 





2 Revised. 
* French Equatorial Africa, 28. 
French Somaliland, 44. 





Greek Imports of Petroleum 
Products Show Slight Rise 


Greek imports of petroleum products 
in 1956 totaled 1,534,813 metric tons, as 
compared with 1,511,573 metric tons in 
1955, according to the U. S. Embassy 
in Athens. 


Foreign exchange spent on such im- 
ports amounted to $45,605,766 in 1956, 
compared with $43,312,900 in 1955. 

Gasoline imports totaled about 168,- 
000 metric tons of motor gasoline and 
97,000 metric tons of aviation gasoline. 
Of the total of 1,148,356 metric tons 
of diesel oil and fuel oil imported, about 


715,000 metric tons were fuel oil and 
approximately 433,000 metrie tons diesel 
oil. 

Imports of petroleum ‘products into 
Greece from Soviet bloc countries re- 
corded a 40-percent increase — from 
158,853 metric tons in 1955 to 223,389 
metric tons in 1956. 





Liberia’s oil palm produce may de- 
cline in 1957 because considerable labor 
is required in palm oil and palm kernel 
production and the movement of labor 
is away from farms to the diamond 
mines, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports, 
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Japanese Foresee Higher 
Production of Cocoons 


Japanese production of spring cocoons 
in 1957 has been forecast at 124,266,- 
000 pounds by the Japanese Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry, based on 
the farmers’ use of silkworm eggs. This 
amount would become the postwar high. 


Final production, however, will be 
substantially influenced by the mulberry 
leaf growing conditions in April and 
May. In the spring of 1956, production 
of cocoons decreased by 16 percent 
from the first forecast as a result of 
severe frost damage to mulberry leaves. 

The expected production increase in 
spring cocoons is attributable to the 
stabilized price for cocoons, increased 
domestic demand for silk fabrics, and 
the anticipated increase in demand for 
both raw silk and silk fabrics in the 
first half of the Japanese fiscal year 
(JFY) 1957, as compared with the cor- 
responding period of 1956. 

Along with the increase in cocoon 
production, raw silk output has in- 
creased continuously and reached 312,- 
000 bales at 132 pounds net in 1956, 
according to the U. S. Embassy in 
Tokyo. 

Raw silk exports on an upward trend 
since the end of World War I, began 
to decline in 1956 and is believed to 
have been caused mainly by two fac- 
tors: Raw silk exports have been grad- 
ually replaced by exports of silk fab- 
rics to such areas as the United States, 
Canada, France, and Germany; in- 
creased imports of communist Chinese 
raw silk by some of the European 
countries and the subsequent decrease 
in Japanese raw silk imports. Commu- 
nist China has become a big silk ex- 
porter to Europe and the greatest com- 
petitor to Japan, according to reports. 


Silk Fabrics Increase 


Production of silk fabrics has con- 
tinued to increase and reached 187 mil- 
lion square yards in 1956. Production 
in the first 2 months of 1957 was 29 
percent over that in the corresponding 
period of the preceding year, 

Exports in January and February 
1957 almost doubled the amount re- 
corded in the like period of 1956. Ex- 
ports to the United States increased 
markedly. 

Japanesg silk fabric manufacturing 
techniques have been improved so as 
to satisfy American demands, and the 
prices of Japanese products are lower 
than those made in the United States. 
As a result, raw silk exports from 
Japan to the United States have been 
gradually replaced by those of silk fab- 
rics. A similar trend is reflected in ex- 
ports to European countries. 


Increased domestie consumption of 
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silk fabrics is expected to be main- 
tained at the current level, or to in- 
crease slightly, because of Japanese de- 
mands for silk products. 

Production, consumption, and exports 
of both raw silk and silk fabrics are 
expected to increase throughout the 
first half of JFY 1957, according to 
the Ministry of Agriculture and For- 
estry. Raw silk exports are expected 
to increase by 16 percent and silk fab- 
rics, 6 percent. 





Netherlands Increases 
Propane Equipment 


Demand for propane and butane 
equipment in the Netherlands has been 
increasing strongly in the past few 
years, according to the U. S. Embassy 
in The Hague. 


Use of liquid petroleum gas equip- 
ment is in an initial stage of develop- 
ment, thus, market possibilities appear 
to be favorable for more U. S. products, 
such as safety and reduction valves, 
level meters, flexible armored tubes, 
pumps, cylinder filling installations, 
cutting torches, and related items, (see 
export opportunity, Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 20, 1957, p. 20). 

Propane and butane gas were used in 
the Netherlands for several years pre- 
ceding World War II, principally for 
household use, and for cooking purposes 
on boats, in vacation camps, and in 
rural areas where no other gas supply 
was available. 


Since the war, however, use of these 
gases has extended rapidly to other 
fields. Several municipal gasworks have 
had tanks built to supplement their sup- 
ply of coal gas with liquid petroleum 
gas. Use of propane gas for industrial 
purposes, including cutting and welding 
in metalworking industries, garages, 
and service stations is increasing. 
Trucks are regularly using liquid petro- 
leum gas as fuel and lately the market 
for these gases for use in passenger 
cars is said to be increasing perceptibly. 
A small combustion unit, built in the 
car’s trunk compartment, enables the 
consumption of liquid petroleum gas 
instead of gasoline. The advantages are 
stated to be lower price and cleaner 
combustion. 


In view of these developments, the 
number of fuel pumps for this type of 
gas has risen. One source estimated the 
number of such installations for the 
country at about 80. The local affiliate 
of a large U. S. oil company installed its 
first pump and probably will place sev- 
eral more. 


One firm in Amsterdam reportedly 
provides the dispensing equipment on a 
permanent rental basis, and the service 
station or garage owner is obligated to 
purchase gas from that firm, 





New Cigarette Factory 
To Open in Sudan 


A new cigarette factory is ex. 
pected to be in production in Wad 
Medani, Sudan, in October of thig 
year, according to the U. 8. Em- 
bassy at Khartoum. 

Cigarette manufacturing ma- 
chinery is now being imported ang 
the physical installations are be- 
ing constructed. Wad Medani wag 
chosen as the site because of its 
humidity, satisfactory utilities, 
and good labor supply. 

Plans are to produce a cheap 
cigarette for local consumption, 
which is not expected to compete 
with more expensive foreign 
brands. Estimated current con 
sumption of cigarettes in the Sue ~ 
dan per capita is 5 a month, as 
compared with 300 a month in 
the United States. Eventually, the 
company expects to produce about 
50 million cigarettes a month, 











Chemical Fertilizer Plant 
Established in Dominican 


A chemical fertilizer plant, estimated 
to have cost more than half a million 
dollars, has been opened in San Petro 
de Macoris, Dominican Republic, 

The plant has a producing capacity 
of 240,000 metric tons annually, and is 
expected to furnish all the require- 
ments of Dominican farmers for chem- 
ical fertilizers with the objective of 
increasing crops yields, the U. S. Em- 
bassy at Ciudad Trujillo reports. The 
warehouse and plant cover an area of 
7,000 square meters. 

A shipment already has been re 
ceived of the first 15,000 tons of primary 
materials, including ammonium phos- 
phate, other nitrogenous phosphatic ma- 
terials, and muriate of potash, for the 
production of mixed fertilizers to meet 
the needs of Dominican agriculture, the 
company announced. 

A modern fully equipped laboratory 
is being installed in Ciudad Trujilla by 
the company. This laboratory and its 
technical personnel will be available 
to farmers of the country, 


W. German... 


(Continued from page $2) 
sults in rising production costs, the 
press stated, and since wages and raw 
material prices also have increased, it 
will be difficult to maintain stable prices. 
The Association expressed fears that 
the difficult foreign exchange situation 
in almost all European sales markets, 
which now take about two-thirds of 
West German machinery exports, may 
impair German export possibilities sub- 

stantially.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn, 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





ror Quota Set on 
Wool, Worsted Fabrics 


The President has established” a 
preakpoint of 14 million pounds as the 
igriff quota upon imports of most 
woolen and worsted fabrics for 1957, 
the White House has announced. 

This action was taken pursuant to 
his proclamation of September 28, 1956, 


invoking the so-called Geneva wool fab- 
re reservation, a right that was re- 
grved by the United States in a 1947 
muitilateral trade agreement at Geneva 
in connection with a tariff concession 
by the United States to the 
United Kingdom and extended to other 
guntries. The 1947 tariff concession 
and the Geneva reservation apply to 
woolen and worsted fabrics dutiable 
uder paragraphs 1108 and 1109 (a) 
of Tariff Act of 1930, as modified. 
woolen and worsted fabrics enter- 
the United States are dutiable 
these paragraphs, and the Pres- 
s action applies only to imports 

of such fabrics. 


In a letter to the Secretary of the 
Treasury the President stated, “Pur- 
suant to paragraph 1 of that proclama- 
tion I hereby notify you that for the 
calendar year 1957 the quantity of such 
fabrics on imports in excess of which 
the ad valorem part of the»rate will be 
4 per centum ad valorem shall be 14 
million pounds. I find this quantity to 
be not less than 5 per centum of the 
average annual production in the 
United States during the three immedi- 
ately preceding calendar years of fab- 
ries similar to such fabrics.” 


Until 1957 imports reach the break- 
point, the press release stated, the 
rates of duty remain at 30 or 37% 
cents a pound, depending upon the 
nature of the fabric, plus 20 percent 
or 25 percent ad valorem—again de- 
pending upon the nature of the fabric. 
Imports in 1957 in excess of the break- 
point will be subject to an ad valorem 
duty of the full 45 percent allowed by 
the Geneva reservation. The specific 
duty (cents per pound) is not affected. 
If imports in 1957 exceed 14 million 
pounds, the higher duty rates will go 
into effect for the remainder of 1957, 
terminating at the end of the year. 





Whiskey Inquiry Dismissed 


The Tariff Commission announced on 
May 24 that it had dismissed the 
Investigation of the whiskey industry 
instituted under section 332 of the 
Tariff Act, pursuant to a resolution 
approved by the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee on February 6. The Committee 
advised the Commission on May 22 that 
it had rescinded the resolution. 
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Article 28 Procedures Under GATT 
Studied; Public Views Requested 


The next regular business session of the contracting parties to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in October is sched- 
uled to consider the question of extending for an additional time after 
January 1, 1958, the period in which the tariff concessions contained 
in the agreement would not be modified or withdrawn under procedures 


of article 28 of the agreement except 
under special circumstances. 

This is a question which is considered 
periodically and agreement to such an 
extension would not prevent the United 
States from exercising its right to 
modify or withdraw tariff concessions 
for cause as it has in the past. The 
escape clause provisions of article 19 
of the agreement are not involved, nor 
would the action to be considered limit 
the use of procedures of article 28 in 
special circumstances. 

With a view to preparing the U. S. 
position, the Interdepartmental Com- 
mittee on Trade Agreements today in- 
vited public views on any aspect of 
such an arrangement. 


Amended Form Drafted 


In 1955, at the ninth session of the 
contracting parties to GATT, the signa- 
tory countries drafted an amended 
form of article 28 which provides for 
automatic extensions for successive 3- 
year periods of the undertaking not to 
use procedures of article 28 to with- 
draw or modify tariff concessions ex- 
cept in special circumstances. 

Inasmuch as the amended article 28 
would not take effect until two-thirds 
of the contracting parties had signed 
the pertinent amending protocol, the 
contracting parties in 1955 prepared 
a Declaration on the Continued Applica- 
tion of Schedules. In that declaration 
the signatories agreed not to invoke 
vis-a-vis each other, except in special 
cases, the provisions of the existing 
article 28 which provide a procedure 
for the modification or withdrawal of 
tariff concessions. The period covered 
by that 1955 declaration ends on De- 
cember 31, 1957. 

It is probable that the amended 
form of article 28 will still not be in 
effect by that date. The contracting 
parties, therefore, are expected to con- 
sider this October the desirability of 
making another supplementary arrange- 
ment under which they would, for a 
further specified period, and except in 
special circumstances, refrain from 
modifying or withdrawing tariff con- 
cessions under the procedures of the 
present article 28. 

In conjunction with earlier such ar- 
rangements, the signatories had the 
opportunity of withdrawing or modify- 
ing individual concessions which they 
desired to withdraw before becomin 
a party to a new arrangement, an 





of conducting among themselves what- 
ever negotiations were necessary to 
furnish compensatory tariff concessions 
to take the place of the concessions 
withdrawn or modified, The United 
States has never made such modifica- 
tions of its tariff concessions a condi- 
tion of its agreeing to renew the as- 
sured validity of, the schedules of tariff 
concessions in GATT, although on a 
few occasions certain U. S. concessions 
have been modified, during the period 
covered by a renewal, under the pro- 
visions for action in special circum- 
stances. Beyond this, however, the 
United States has normally relied on 
the procedures provided in article 19 
of the agreement—otherwise known as 
the escape clause—for such modifica- 
tions or withdrawals as’ have been 
found necessary. 


Views Solicited 

Agencies represented on the Inter- 
departmental Committee on Trade 
Agreements would appreciate receiving 
views from interested persons with re- 
gard to an arrangement for a new 
period in which article 28 would be in- 
voked only in special circumstances. 
The interested agencies have invited 
views with regard to any aspect of the 
arrangement, including possible changes 
in individual concessions which the 
United States has obtained or granted, 
so that such views may be given care- 
ful consideration in connection with 
the formulation of recommendations to 
the President concerning the position 
which the United States should take 
in the matter. 

To affogd interested persons an op- 
portunity to present any pertinent 
views, the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information, which has the same mem- 
bership as the Committee on Trade 
Agreements, will hold public hearings 
commencing on June 18, 1957, in the 
hearing room, Tariff Commission 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Applications for oral presentation of 
views and information should be pre- 
sented to the Committee not later than 
Jime 11, 1957. 

Written statements in 15 copies, of 
which one copy should be sworn to, 
should be filed by June 18, 1957. In- 
formation and business data proffered 
in confidence should be submitted on 
separate pages clearly marked “For 

(Continued on page 36) 
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U. S. Assists Iceland 
In Power Expansion 


A U. 8. loan of $5 million to the 
Iceland Bank of Development to finance 
the foreign exchange costs of a major 
expansion of Iceland’s electric-power 
system has been announced by the In- 
ternational Cooperation Administration. 

The expansion includes a new hydro- 
electric plant on the Upper Sog River 
to supply power to southwest Iceland, 
including Reykjavik, the capital, and 
related electrical equipment to transmit 
part of the additional power to the 
Keflavik area and the airfield near 


Keflavik. This is part of a long-range 
power program planned by Iceland. 

The new facilities are expected to be 
eompleted by 1959, in time to avert an 
expected power shortage in the area 
rising from the population and industry 
growth. 

The loan is for a period of 20 years, 
including a 3-year grace period on 
principal repayments. Dollar disburse- 
ments under the loan will be repayable 
in dollars, while any foreign currency 
disbursements will be repayable at Ice- 
land's option in dollars or kronur. An 
interest rate of 3 percent will apply to 
dollar repayments, and 4 percent to re- 
payments made in Icelandic kronur. 

The local currency costs of site prep- 
aration and installation of equipment 
for this expansion, estimated at $7% 
million in Icelandic kronur, will be par- 
tially financed by a separate U. S. loan 
in Icelandic currency to the Iceland 
Bank of Development. This loan con- 
sists of 80 percent of the kronur pro- 
ceeds derived from sales to Iceland of 
surplus U. S. agricultural commodities 
under the Agricultural Trade Develop- 
ment and Assistance Act (Public Law 
480). The P.L. 480 sales arrangements, 
concluded on April 11, 1957, contem- 
plate sales of about $2.8 million of 
American feed grains, vegetable oils, 
flour, and fruit to Iceland. 


Public Hearings Set 
On Butterfat Imports 


Public hearings on imports of cer- 
tain articles containing butterfat have 
been set by the Tariff Commission for 
June 11, under an investigation it has 
instituted under section 22 of the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act in accordance 
with a Presidential direction of May 21. 

The purpose is to determine whether 
action is necessary to prevent interfer- 
ence with the price-support program 
for milk and butterfat undertaken by 
the Department of Agriculture pur- 
suant to section 201 of the Agricultural 
Act of 1949, as amended, or to reduce 
substantially the amount of products 
processed in the United States with re- 
spect to which such program is being 
undertaken. 


The articles to. which this investiga- 
tion relates are those containing but- 
terfat, the butterfat content of which is 
commercially extractable, or which are 
capable of being used for any edible 
purpose for which products containing 
butterfat are used, but not including 
the following: 


Articles the importation of which is re- 
stricted under quotas established pursuant 
to section 22 of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act, as amended; 

Cheeses the importation of which is not re- 
stricted by quotas established pursuant to 
the said section 22; 


Evaporated milk and condensed milk: and 
Products imported packaged for distribu- 
tion in the retail trade and ready for use by 
the purchaser at retail for an edible purpose 


or in the preparation of an edible article. 


Lebanese Importers Denied 
U.S. Export Privileges 

Adnan and Adel Kassar and their 
import-export firm, Middle East Cotton 
Co., of Beirut, Lebanon, have been 
denied all U. S. export privileges indef- 
initely for failure to answer questions 
concerning their disposition of two cases 
of U. S.-origin electronic tubes valued 
at $3,000, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced. 

The electronic tubes were exported 
from the United States to the Kassars 
in 1956 under a license issued on the 
basis of their representations that the 


ee 


goods were 5 bow used in Lebanon only, 

as reason to believe that 
the tubes were transshipped to Poland 
for onshipment to a communist Chinese 


BFC said it 


consignee. 


The denial order, effective April 1§ 
was issued in the public interest t 
prevent further diversion of U. S, goods 
in effect until BFCs 
questions concerning the transaction are 


It will remain 


satisfactorily answered. 


Under the terms of the order, the 
named individuals and firm, and any 
other person or firm with whom they 
may be associated, are prohibited from 
ordering, receiving, disposing, or other 
exports, 
directly or indirectly. The order further 
states that n@ export or related servie 
involving U. S. goods may be performed 


wise participating in U. S. 


for them by any firm or person. 





Article 28... 


(Continued from page 35) 


Official Use Only of Committee foe 
Reciprocity Information.” 

All communications on this matter 
should be addressed to: The Secretary, 
Committee for Reciprocity Information, 
Tariff Commission Building, Washing- 


ten BG, D. CG 
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Superintendent of Documents. 
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